
HALLOWEEN TOWN: Scare on the Square is Oct. 19, 20, 26, 27. 3A

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2018

75¢

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 2A
Classified 10B
History 3B
Obituaries  5A
Sports 9-12A
State 12B
Grace 5B

H 57 L 42
Weather forecast here. 2A

To share a news tip, request  
an extra copy or to advertise,  
call 217-921-3216 or email  
nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

Old Capitol 
shaped the state

McCormick’s 
walk for change

Well, well, well: 
new ordinance

Chilly weather, 
hot treats

Fellowship, faith 
and sports

TIGERS NOW 
8-0 ON THE 
SEASON

Latest news, 
online extras

Becoming the new state 
capitol led to the con-
struction of Springfield’s 
Old State Capitol, Illinois’ 
legislative heart and Lin-
coln’s stomping grounds. 
HISTORY, 3B

Colorado man pauses in 
Chrisman as he treks on 
foot to Washington, D.C., 
raising awareness about 
intergenerational justice, 
the power of people and 
our teetering planet. 
NEWS, 8A

Edgar County Board 
officially writes in rules for 
abandoning wells; food 
sanitation updated to 
conform with state laws. 
NEWS, 12A

With the first cold snap 
comes a deep craving for 
apples and carbs — better 
get baking!   
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Annual Fields of Faith wor-
ship event hosts singers 
and speakers for Paris 
High School students. 
GRACE, 5B

The Paris Tigers moved 
one step closer to an 
undefeated season 
Friday, rolling to a 47-0 
win over LIC foe Robinson.  
SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.
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The Paris Union School 
District 95 school board offi-
cially received good financial 
news at its October meeting 
Monday, Oct. 8, — including 
ending the 2018-2019 fiscal 
year with an $882,000 sur-
plus.

The good news was deliv-
ered in a one-two punch by 
Casey McGee, the represen-
tative of the district’s auditing 
firm, Larsson, Woodyard and 
Henson. McGee announced 
the district has been given, “a 
clean, unqualified audit.”

Paris 95 Superintendent 
of Schools Jeremy Larson ex-
plained the district switched 
auditors this year because of 
the upcoming retirement of 
longtime district bookkeeper 

Anna Collier.
“We just thought a new set 

of eyes was wise,” Larson ex-
plained.

Larson said there are ar-
eas the district is working to 
improve including handling 
lunch applications, journal en-
tries and reconciliation.

McGee emphasized the 
Paris district, “does a very 
good job and is actively work-
ing to improve.”

Income was far better than 
expenditures, McGee said, 
noting the district ended the 
year with an $882,000 sur-
plus. The district earned a 3.7 
— the highest category — in 
the Illinois State Board of 
Education’s (ISBE) Annual 
Financial Report (AFR), she 
said.

In addition to the surplus, 

McGee said the district in-
creased its cash-on-hand cat-
egory from 151 days during 
the previous fiscal year to 169 
days with this audit.

Larson said he is working 
with ISBE’s Andrea Gregory 
on the lunch applications.

Three years ago, the dis-
trict was facing deficits. Lar-
son said the turnaround was 
due to, “a strong and com-
mitted school board and sup-
portive teachers.” He noted 
the district was able to reign 
in costs as well as add pro-
grams. Student achievement 
has also increased, he empha-
sized, noting the district, “has 
some of the best outcomes of 
any district in the Regional 
Office of Education (ROE).”

“This is not because of the 1 
percent sales tax,” he said. “It’s 

because we worked to make 
this district more lean as well 
as stronger educationally.”

Larson noted the district 
has been working almost the 
entire first quarter without a 
district social worker, “which 
the teachers will tell you is a 
real challenge.” He also noted 
the district’s athletic director, 
Mick Roberts, has not had an 
increase in his athletic bud-
get. “But despite that, we’ve 
added new sports — golf and 
cross-country,” he said. 

Board member Steve Ei-
tel said in addition to the 
much-improved financial pic-
ture, the district’s bond debt 
obligation will also be vastly 
improved. 

In a related financial mat-
ter, Larson said the district 
is now one-fourth of the way 

through the school year and 
educational fund spending is 
3 percent below budget at this 
point in the school year.

Larson announced the dis-
trict has added a sixth section 
of kindergarten at Memorial 
School. “We looked at the 
numbers — about 21-22 
students per class — and de-
cided we needed to do it,” he 
said. 

The district hired Anne 
Kirby as the teacher and with 
the leadership of Memorial 
principal Gary Doughan and 
the kindergarten team, “spent 
a Saturday setting up the 
room and making plans.” 

Doughan said the change 
— resulting in kindergarten 
classes between 16-18 stu-
dents has been well-received 

Happy ending to fiscal year
District 95 celebrates a hefty financial cushion after ending several years in deficit

See PARIS, Page 8A

LONG-DUE RETIREMENT FOR THE STALEYS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press 

Sherry and Paul Staley are ending their popular Pumpkin Works business at the end of this season. They say it was a 
difficult decision and they hate disappointing their loyal customers, but it is time to retire and pursue less strenu-
ous interests.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Back in 1992 Paul and Sherry Sta-
ley of Elbridge Township faced the 
task of making a sow’s ear into a silk 
bag – or maybe a silk pumpkin as it 
turned out.

“Basically, we went broke in the 
hog business,” said Paul Staley, and 
Sherry Staley lost her job as an art 
teacher at Mayo School because of 
budget cuts.

Despite the financial drain of rais-
ing hogs, the couple still had their 
farm ground. Income opportunity 
remained through row cropping corn 
and soybeans but that can be margin-
al for small operations. They spent 
a year researching the possibility of 
developing their property into an 
ag-tourism site.

Sherry Staley said ag-tourism start-
ed with dairy farmers on the East 
Coast but it was a little known con-
cept in the Midwest when they start-
ed. Corn and soybeans didn’t seem 
like an exciting draw, but the Staleys 
had previously grown pumpkins for 
Paris High School band members to 
sell as a fundraising device to help pay 
for a trip to Hawaii.

Pumpkins opened the door to de-
veloping a Halloween theme, but it 

wasn’t always easy.
“Back in those days you planted 

them (pumpkins) by hand,” said Paul 
Staley.

Their children and their kids’ high 
school friends did that labor, but a 
different approach was needed when 
they left for college.

“Sherry did it by herself one year 
and informed me I would figure out 
how to plant them using a corn plant-
er,” he said.

He approached engineers with 

farm implement companies at a Farm 
Machinery Show about the problem 
but it stumped them. A break came 
when he made contact with an Ohio 
pumpkin grower who had already fig-
ured it out.

That first year of Pumpkin Works 
offered pumpkins for sale, a straw 
maze in the barn and a haunted 
house. 

“I thought people would come out 
to buy a pumpkin and maybe do the 

Pumpkin Works’ last year

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The pumpkin mobile, a longtime staple in area parades, is going out of ser-
vice. Sherry and Paul Staley have decided to close their popular ag-tourism 
business in Elbridge Township. They said the work is becoming too laborious 
for them, and it is time to retire.

See STALEYS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The audit re-
port delivered by Larry Fredin of 
Daughhetee & Parks Management 
Consulting Thursday, Oct. 11, to 
the Chrisman school board was 
brief and good news.

He started off by noting the dis-
trict’s assets increase from $4.6 mil-
lion in the fiscal 2017 audit to $5.2 
million in the just delivered fiscal 
2018 audit.

“Which is quite substantial 
growth,” said Fredin. “Your revenue 
went up $200,000 and your expen-
ditures went down $200,000.”

The audit confirmed Unit 6 
closed the fiscal year with growth in 
every fund and no deficit spending. 
That is a departure from a few years 
ago when the nation plunged into a 
recession and the Chrisman school 
district was forced to spend down 
reserves to pay bills.

According to the audit, Unit 6 
closed the fiscal year with $4.206 
million in revenue and had ex-
penditures of $3.494 million. The 
year-end fund balance was $2.397 
million. 

The Chrisman school district has 
no debt. The final debt service pay-
ment of $14,728 was made in fiscal 
year 2017.

Fredin also noted Chrisman has 
maintained a consistent per stu-
dent cost of operation since fiscal 
year 2014 when the per capita tui-
tion number was $8,279. The 2018 
number was $8,394 per 292 stu-
dents. That amount is decreased 
from 2017 when the district had 
only 277 students so the cost per 
student rose to $9,141.

In other financial matters, in-
terim superintendent Jim Acklin 
reported the school district has 
received the final distribution of 
local taxes for this school year from 
Edgar County Treasurer Don Wise-
man. 

“The local money equals about 
63 or 64 percent of all of our reve-
nue,” said Acklin.

In fiscal year 2018, local tax reve-
nue in Unit 6 was $2.7 million.

Acklin said the Supervisor of 
Assessments office estimates the 
Equalized Assessed Value (EAV), 
or taxable value of property in the 
school district, will increase by 6.9 
percent for 2018 over 2017. The 
2018 EAV is for taxes payable in 
2019.

“I don’t expect it to be that high,” 

Chrisman 
school district 
gets good audit

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – The Broc-
ton Village Board meeting 
Wednesday, Oct. 10, approved 
seeking a grant of $500,000 in 
order to replace more than 
9,000 feet of water main and 
install new water meters, 
valves and fire hydrants for the 
area east of the railroad tracks 

that divides the town.
“The village has limited 

funds and cannot complete 
the project without grants,” 
said Lee Beckman of Milano 
& Grunloh Engineers, who 
led the public hearing about 
the grant prior to the regular 
board meeting.

Beckman said the east side 
of the village was selected 

because the area experiences 
more water main breaks and 
has poor water quality sam-
ples taken from hydrants. 

Village president Dennis 
Cary added the metal water 
mains serving the village are 
at least 56 years old and the 
water delivery system is a 
mixture of 4-inch and 6-inch 
mains.

The grant Beckman plans 
to submit calls for laying new 
6-inch PVC pipe, which has 
an indefinite lifetime for ser-
vice. 

“It is equivalent to, or big-
ger, than what you have now,” 
said Beckman. “If anything, 
it should improve the water 
flow.”

Because the grant has a 

maximum award of $500,000 
the village can only do part 
of the potable water system 
at this time. The rest of the 
village may have to wait for a 
future funding cycle.

Beckman encouraged the 
trustees and members of the 
audience to support submit-
ting the grant. He said there is 

Brocton seeks $500,000 grant for water

See BROCTON, Page 8A



TODAY

CHRISMAN KICKBALL
The Chrisman Band Boosters 
organization is sponsoring a 
kickball tournament Oct. 13 in 
Centennial Park. Registration is 9 
a.m. and the tournament starts at 
11 a.m. The cost is $10 per player 
with 10 players per team. Food 
concessions will be available for 
purchase. To register, or for more 
information, call Dave Franz, 822-
9992, Angela Hoult, 304-6337, or 
Michelle Lunger, 251-0922.

BENEFIT SUPPER
The friends of Linda Gosnell are 
hosting a benefit supper to assist 
her with expenses associated with 
her pancreatic cancer. The chili/
vegetable soup supper is 4-7 p.m. 
today, Oct. 13, at the 4-H Building 
on the 4-H Fairgrounds. The meal 
also includes either a peanut 
butter or hot dog sandwich, chips, 
drink and dessert. The cost is 
$7 for adults and $5 for children 
under 10. The evening includes a 
50/50 drawings with tickets at $1 
each, $5 for six or an arm’s length 
for $10. Tickets for the meal and 
the 50/50 are available at the 
door.

HUMANE ASSOCIATION SALE
The Edgar County Humane Asso-
ciation Fall Semi-Annual Garage 
Sale is 8 a.m.-noon Oct. 13 in the 
Fine Arts Building on the Edgar 
County Fairgrounds.

SUNDAY

NATURE WALK
It’s a good time to enjoy the 
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CHILDREN’S MUSEUM EXPANDS HOURS FOR FALL BREAK
The Fall Break season runs through Oct. 21 at the Terre Haute Chil-
dren’s Museum, and the museum will have expanded hours for both 
museum operation and the Ropes Challenge Course, plus science 
experiments. The operation schedule is: 
•Oct 13: museum, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; ropes, 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
•Oct 14: museum, noon-5 p.m.; ropes, 12:30 p.m.-3:30 pm
•Oct 15: museum, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; ropes, 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
•Oct 16: museum, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; ropes, 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
•Oct 17: museum, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; ropes, 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
•Oct 18: museum, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; ropes, 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
•Oct 19: museum, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; ropes, 10:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
•Oct 20: museum, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. ropes, 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
•Oct 21: museum, noon-5 p.m.; ropes, 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Events throughout the week are as follows: 
•Hands-On Science: Leaf Rubbing Experiment, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 13
•Hands-On Science: Habitats, 1-3 p.m. Oct. 13.
•Hands-On Science: Fall Break Experiments, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 15. 
•Learning Lab: Windy Winter, 9 a.m.-noon Oct. 19 and Oct. 20. ($10 
for members, $15 for non-members; pre-registration is required). 
•Build with an Engineer, 10 a.m.-noon, Oct. 20. 
•Hands-On Science: Milk Fireworks Experiment, 1-3 p.m. Oct. 20.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

57   42
Prec: 0%

59   43
Prec: 50%

53   32
Prec: 10%

56   35
Prec: 0%

57   37
Prec: 0%

61   39
Prec: 0%

63   42
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Patchy frost in the morning. 
Otherwise, mostly sunny with highs in the 
upper 50s.

SUNDAY — Mostly cloudy with rain chances 
increasing through the afternoon. Highs top 
out in the upper 50s.

MONDAY — Highs only reach the upper 50s 
under mostly cloudy skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:59 a.m. 6:14 p.m. 11:31 a.m. 9:34 p.m.

SUNDAY 7:00 a.m. 6:13 p.m. 12:27 p.m. 10:19 p.m.

MONDAY 7:01 a.m. 6:12 p.m. 1:19 p.m. 11:08 p.m.

TUESDAY 7:02 a.m. 6:10 p.m. 2:05 p.m. 12:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:03 a.m. 6:09 p.m. 2:47 p.m. 12:55 a.m.

THURSDAY 7:04 a.m. 6:07 p.m. 3:24 p.m. --

FRIDAY 7:05 a.m. 6:06 p.m. 3:57 p.m. 1:51 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67°/45°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87° in 1975
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23° in 1909

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.64”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.82”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33.56”

NORMAL:    High: 67   Low 45    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher/Editor: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Maria Crandell
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  

weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. Copyright 
2018 by Prairie Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

122 E. Steidl Road, Paris, IL

Spaghetti Supper 
Lake Ridge Christian Church Family Life Center

Date:  Friday, October 19th

Dinner Served:  4 - 7 p.m. 

Faith in Action of Edgar County is nonprofit, 
501(c)3, service outreach program.  

All proceeds will benefit the work 
of FIA in Edgar County.

Menu
Spaghetti - Salad - Garlic Bread - Dessert - Drink

Faith in Action of Edgar County

Ticket Price: Donation

217 466-6388

Douglas Hasler
Longview Bank & Trust
600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-6360 Office
217-822-5371 Cell
douglas.hasler@lpl.com

changing season of autumn 
in Blackhawk Park, with a 
guided nature walk led by Joy 
turner. The next Blackhawk 
Nature walk is 1 p.m., Sunday, 
Oct. 14. The walk should last 
approximately one hour. Those 
interested should meet in the 
parking lot prior to the 1 p.m. 
start. 

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris.

WEDNESDAY

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 
5:30 p.m. Information about 
the Weight Watchers system is 
available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a 
meeting.

BOOK CHAT
The Marshall Public Library’s 
next book chat is 10:30 a.m. Oct. 
19 featuring “Bookshop of Yes-
terdays” by Amy Myerson. While 
discussing the book, patrons 
may enjoy a flavored coffee 
and light snack. Multiple copies 
of the book are available for 
checkout and the possibility to 
participate for those who cannot 
attend exists via the library’s 
Facebook page. More informa-
tion by calling 217-826-2535 or 
at marshallpubliclibrary@gmail.
com.

PARIS GARDEN STUDY CLUB
The Paris Garden Study Club 
meets 10 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 
17, at the First United Methodist 
Church. Linda Schneider is in 
charge of the program.

THURSDAY

BOOK CLUB MEETS
Book Club meets 5:30 p.m. Oct. 
18 in the Paris Library’s Gibson 
Room to discuss “Lincoln the 
Bardo” by George Saunders. 
New members are always 
welcome.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner is 
5-7 p.m. at the post home on West 
Court Street. This week’s menu 
is turkey tetrazinni and toast, 
with slaw or salad. The cost is $5. 
Drinks are 50 cents and dessert 
is $1.

PAPERCRAFTING CLASS 
A Papercrafting Class for adults 
and teens is 6-7:30 p.m. Oct. 18 
at the Paris Public Library. Katie 
Good is instructing and projects 
are a fall greeting card and dec-
orative paper cup. A small fee is 
required to cover supplies. Dead-
line to enroll is Oct. 15, space is 
limited. Call 217-463-3950 or 
email read@parispubliclibrary.
org to sign up for the class.

FRIDAY

SCARE ON SQUARE
Scare on the Square benefitting 
the Chrisman Public Library is 6 
p.m. Oct. 19, 20 and again Oct. 
26 & 27. The cost is $5 for those 
16 and older and $3 for those 15 
and under. The haunted house is 
located in the space above the 
library on the town square.

The CARE Coalition of Edgar County presents  

A drug addiction talk and seminar by Nick Morgan.  

Over 200 Edgar County residents & families will be affected by  
addiction in the next year. Learn what you can do to help.  

Wed., Oct. 24    6 pm   
Mayo Middle School Gym 

Nick Morgan, 24, is  the founder of Crush the Epidemic, an addiction  
awareness and outreach group on social media. Every day Nick shares his  
story of recovery from an addiction to opiates and alcohol, and offers support 
in hopes of helping others affected by addiction.  
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The Opportunity  Bank  |  BANKPROSPECT.COM

 

CHRISTMAS CLUB
open yours today!

 
How does it work?

Christmas Club payments will be set up as an AFT 
(Automatic Funds Transfer) 

from any deposit account at Prospect Bank.
An AFT will be issued in October of 2019 for the 

amount that has been deposited. 
1.18% Annual Percentage Yield      

Set aside up to $1,000.00 per month! 
 

You can save $420 for your 2019 Christmas shopping by setting 
aside just $35 a month!  

Disclosures: The above example is intended to be used as a guideline. Automatic Funds 
Transfers will continue until an account is closed. Withdrawals from Christmas Club account 

are not permitted prior to annual disbursement. There will be a $20.00 fee for closing a 
Christmas Club account early. The rate may change after the account is opened. APY is 

accurate as of October 1, 2018. Minimum opening deposit of $1.00.

Is rapidly approaching!

October 15th - December 7th.
Call Amy, Jo or Judy to schedule your 
appointment and let us help you by 

comparing Medicare Part D plans that 
will best benefit you.

Chester P. Sutton Community Center
256 W Court Street

Paris, IL

217-465-8143

Open Enrollment
Medicare Part D

Residential • Commercial    
Industrial • Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     
www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
“Where service makes the difference” 

Real men wear pink!        Raise awareness

I often have people come into the office 
for an exam that have not had any eye care 
for many years.  Usually I hear something 

like “Well, I wasn’t having a problem.”  Generally I end up 
explaining why we recommend regular examinations, 
I want to find a problem before it becomes a problem.  
The American Optometric Association recommends eye 
exams at age 6 months, 3 years, 5 years and every year 
throughout school.  For young adults it’s every one to two 
years and every year for older adults.  Optometrists are 
often the first entry in the health care system because 
vision problems are less likely to be ignored.  Regular ex-
aminations of the eye are part of preventive care.  We can 
often detect early signs of problems before symptoms 
occur.  This includes high blood pressure, diabetes, high 
cholesterol, stroke, multiple sclerosis, cancer as well as 
problems specific to the eye like glaucoma, cataracts and 
macular degeneration.  Early detection and preventive 
care are key, there is more to an exam than glasses and 
contacts.

EYES
On “Routine” Eye Exams

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Scare on 
the Square is coming back big-
ger and better for the second 
year.

The haunted house attrac-
tion is 6 p.m. Oct. 19, 20, 26 
and 27 in the space above the 
Chrisman Public Library on 
the city square. Admission of 
$5 for those 16 and older and 
$3 for those 15 and younger 
goes to benefit the library.

“It’s bigger than last year,” 
said Lori Mallory. “We are us-
ing more of the upstairs space. 
We have almost the full length 
of the north side of the build-
ing.”

Mallory explained the idea 
last year to create a haunted 
house above the library as part 
of the city’s Halloween festivi-
ties came about late and there 
was only limited time to make 
use of the space while working 
around material the city stores 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHARLESTON – Everett 
Lau, The Prairie Press’ own 
Weather Wizard, was recently 
honored by the Illinois Broad-
casters Association with a stu-
dent Silver Dome Award.

Lau was awarded a first place 
for best TV weathercaster as 
part of the collegiate competi-
tion. The broadcasting awards 
were presented Sept. 29 at 
DePaul University. Nearly 200 
students entered the competi-
tion in 21 categories.

“I am extremely proud of 
Everett for leading the WEIU 
News Watch weather team un-
der the guidance of geology/
geography professor Cameron 
Craig,” said Kelly Goodwin, 
WEIU-TV news director. 
“Everett is a team leader and 
extremely dedicated to the 
WEIU weather product. He 
volunteers countless hours to 
our news program.”

Lau, a 2017 Paris High 
School graduate, is in his soph-
omore year at EIU majoring 
in geography with a broadcast 
meteorology minor. 

He said his goal after gradu-
ation is to work as a broadcast 
meteorologist in Illinois or 
Indiana with a preference for 
Central Illinois. He added he 
fell in love as a child with the 
variety of weather this region 
experiences and he wants to 

continue forecasting such di-
verse systems and patterns.

Lau credited former team-
mate Heaven Richey for guid-
ing him when he began at 
WEIU and sharing forecasting 
and presentation techniques. 
Richey now works as a me-
teorologist at Peoria and was 
another finalist for the Silver 
Dome Award.

“Working at WEIU is a 

volunteer position, but being 
able to gain experience on our 
nightly ‘News Watch’ program 
will significantly strengthen 
my resume,” said Lau. “In addi-
tion to weather, thanks to our 
news director, I am dabbling 
in assignment editing, news 
writing and other production 
positions, which will make me 
more marketable in the long 
run.”

Scare on the Square is back

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
This group of Chrisman High School students is ready for the 
cannibal’s feast at the Scare on the Square 6 p.m. Oct 19, 20, 
26 and 27 over the Chrisman Public Library. Left to right, Clara 
Wheeler, Julie Philips, Phillip Warner, Lolita Flynn and Baron 
Mallory holding Greg. The cannibal’s feast space was designed 
by Warner and Mallory.

there.
“In the meantime, we got 

better organized,” said Mallo-
ry, adding the city graciously 
moved items to help the vol-
unteer effort to raise money 
for the library. 

Another difference be-
tween the 2017 event and this 
year is how the haunted house 
copes with younger children. 
In 2017, special family hours 
were set for a less intense ex-
perience than what happened 
later in the evening when old-
er teens and young adults ex-
plored the dark maze.

“This year as groups come 
through with young kids, if 
they will let the guide know, 
we will tone it down and can 
turn the lights on if they want,” 
said Mallory.

For safety reasons, groups 
are limited to no more than 
five people and only a single 
group at a time moves through 
the space.

Fear aficionados start by 
climbing a steep, narrow and 
dark staircase toward the 
gloom that pervades night-
mares. Then the terror begins 
as people move from space 
to space where frightening 
scenes await and perhaps 
someone, or something, lurks 
to grab them.

Scare on the Square does 
not have a central theme that 
joins the various parts togeth-
er. Rather, it is a collection of 
spaces where each person or 
team that designed the area 
lets the macabre imagination 
run wild. 

Mallory said approximately 
30 people are helping to make 
Scare on the Square a reality 
and many of those are Chris-
man High School students. 

“The kids want to partic-
ipate. The word has gotten 
out,” said Mallory. 

She theorized the attraction 
of something like Scare on the 
Square is for the thrill provid-
ed by an adrenaline rush.

“I love roller coasters,” said 
Mallory. “It’s not knowing 
what’s coming around the 
next corner that’s the thrill.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

People frightened out of their wits by the Scare on the Square 
might need some time in a padded room. Lori Mallory one of the 
volunteers working to create the haunted attraction to benefit 
the Chrisman Public Library designed and built a padded cell 
for the tour and the room may hold more surprises than seen at 
first glance. Scare on the Square is 6 p.m. Oct. 19, 20, 26 and 27 

Lau wins student broadcaster award

Special to The Prairie Press

Everett Lau, Paris, a student broadcaster for Eastern Illinois 
University’s WEIU television station recently won first place for 
best TV weathercaster as part of the Illinois Broadcasters Asso-
ciation’s sponsored student competition. The awards program 
was Sept. 29 at DePaul University and Lau was awarded a Silver 
Dome prize for his accomplishment.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Tom Dolan for Edgar County Sheriff

Paid for by Tom Dolan for Edgar County Sheriff

Tom Dolan for Edgar County Sheriff
This week I’d like to switch gears a little bit. I know I’ve been pretty 
tough on some of our Sheriff’s policies, but I need you to know 
something.

It isn’t personal. It’s about policy. I mean that. Anyone who’s served 
25 plus years in law enforcement has my respect and admiration, 

and he’s served a long time.

So why have I been writing about the department? You need to understand 
something about me.

I’m always trying to improve. Whether it’s in my business, my martial arts ability, 
firearms instruction, or even as a father, I want to do it better.

People that know me, know that I hold myself to the same standards I’d expect 
from someone else, maybe higher. I don’t do things halfway. When things need to 
improve, I improve them.

I believe there are some things that need to improve in the Edgar County Sheriff 
Department. I’m not the only one who thinks this. Plenty of people inside law 
enforcement think this too.

My job, as I see it, is to inform you of what has been happening, and give you an 
idea of what I’d do differently. I have to point out those things, because no one 
else will.

But I’ve tried very hard to base everything on facts. Case in point, the reports 
from various county offices, including the Sheriff Department itself, and the 
2018 State Jail Inspection report.

I love being a cop, and I love being on patrol. I’ll be a patrolling Sheriff.

But I believe my administration and management skills, gained from over 30 
years of experience, are even more critical to turning things around. We can do it, 
but I need your help.

So there you have it. I hope you understand. I’m tough on myself, I’m tough on the 
Sheriff, and I’ll be tough on the Department too. I’ll also be tough on crime.

A week ago, I walked over to shake my opponent’s hand in the parade, and I’ll do it 
again in the upcoming debate. Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely,

Tom Dolan
2018 Candidate for Edgar County Sheriff

  

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381
You can also bank with us online or at any First Mid location!

firstmid.com

Financial Solutions 
for every step of life.

BANKING  |  WEALTH MANAGEMENT  |  INSURANCE

V.F.W. POST 3601
601 W. Court Street 

Paris, IL

SOUP SUPPER
October 26

4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Choice of 

5 Soups, 5 Sandwiches and a Drink
Dessert $1 Extra

(Carry Outs Available)

Make a Difference Day

$3 
Children 5 & under

$5 
Adults

All proceeds 
go back to the 
Community

SOUP SUPPER
V.F.W. Auxiliary 3601

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

An Illinois prison is the fu-
ture residence for Benjamin L. 
Hornbrook after he was sen-
tenced to three years during 
the Oct. 4 criminal and traffic 
call in Edgar County Circuit 
Court.

Hornbrook, 27, Kokomo, 
Ind., appeared in custody and 
pleaded guilty to a Class 2 
felony possession of a stolen 
vehicle. He was sentenced to 
three years in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections with 

credit for 75 days previously 
served, a $500 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.

In another matter, Horn-
brook pleaded guilty to a Class 
4 felony criminal damage to 
property and a Class B misde-
meanor criminal trespassing. 
He was sentenced to a concur-
rent three-year prison term, 
a $500 fine, court costs and 
various state fees. In exchange 
for the guilty pleas, the state 
dismissed a Class 1 felony bur-
glary and a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 

Hornbrook sentenced to prison
charges. He was remanded to 
custody to begin his sentence. 

Others appearing before the 
bench for the Oct.1 and Oct. 4 
court calls included: 

IN CUSTODY
nBrittany Grissom, 33, 

Mattoon, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. Her unresolved 
charges of a Class 2 felony bur-
glary, a Class 3 felony forgery, a 
Class 3 felony theft and a Class 
3 felony identity theft charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. She was granted a 
personal recognizance bond, 
and the matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference. 
nAndrew T. Moody, 30, 

Mattoon, appeared in custody 
for missing a previous court 
appearance. He was released 
on a personal recognizance 
bond, and his unresolved Class 
4 felony criminal trespassing 
and a Class B misdemeanor 
criminal trespassing to a build-
ing charges were continued for 
a pretrial conference. 
nVance E. Plew, 24, Paris, 

appeared in custody. A status 
review hearing was scheduled 
for his unresolved Class 4 felo-
ny domestic battery with prior 
convictions and two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery. He was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 
nCarl R. Schaefer, 36, Paris, 

appeared in custody. The pub-
lic defender was appointed and 
the preliminary hearing was 
scheduled for his unresolved 
Class 4 felony aggravated flee-
ing or attempting to elude 
police officer charge. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

CHARGES
nJared R. Ford, 32, Paris, 

was presented with a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a sus-
pended license conviction. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and a first appearance with 
counsel was scheduled.
nMichelle L. Hornbrook, 

29, Charleston, was present-
ed with and denied a petition 
to revoke her sentences for a 
Class A misdemeanor resisting 
a police officer and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct convictions. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.
nCharles O. Howard, 27, 

Davenport, Iowa, was charged 
and pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 

A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed, and 
the matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. 
nAvery M. Morgan, 26, 

Paris, was presented with a pe-
tition to revoke her conditional 
discharge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license conviction. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed and a first appearance 
with counsel was scheduled
nSabrina M. Pearson, 32, 

West Union, was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
and a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct. The public 
defender was appointed. The 
matter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nKassady C. Neibarger, 30, 

Terre Haute, Ind. was charged 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of a hypodermic syringe. She 
was sentenced to 30 days in 
jail with credit for four days 
previously served with the re-
maining 26 days subject to a 
motion to vacate, one year of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 
nRebecca Louise Ray, 25, 

Marshall, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of drugs. 
The public defender was ap-
pointed, and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nEthan A. Watson, 17, Par-

is, was charged with a Class B 
misdemeanor speeding. He 
told the court he will hire an at-
torney. The matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nRonnie L. Butts, 42, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class 3 
felony retail theft and a Class 
4 felony obstruction of justice 
charges. He was sentenced to 
150 days in jail with 75 days to 
be served starting Oct. 5 and 
the remaining 75 days are sub-
ject to a motion to vacate, two 
years of probation, a $500 fine 
for each charge, court costs and 
various state fees. He was or-
dered to forfeit all items seized 
at the time of his arrest. 
nKyrah A. Felgenhauer, 

25, Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class A misde-
meanor violation of bail bond. 
She was sentenced to 30 days 
in jail with credit for four days 
previously served and the 26 
remaining days are subject to a 
motion to vacate, 18 months of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. In exchange for the 
plea, the state dismissed a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery charge. 

nThomas L. Felgenhauer, 
55, Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class A misde-
meanor battery charge. He was 
sentenced to 120 days in jail 
with 60 to be served as elec-
tronic home monitoring with 
credit for two days previously 
served and the remaining time 
is subject to a motion to vacate, 
two years of probation, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. In exchange for the 
plea, the state dismissed two 
Class 3 felony aggravated bat-
tery charges. 

In another matter, Felgen-
hauer pleaded guilty to a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor battery. He was 
sentenced to 120 days in jail 
with 60 days to be served as 
electronic home monitoring 
concurrently with the previous 
sentence and the remaining 60 
days are subject to a motion to 
vacate, two years of probation, 
10 hours of community ser-
vice work, a total of $800 in 
fines, court costs and various 
state fees. He was also ordered 
to undergo counseling per an 
evaluation.
nBrook L. Griffin, 25, Paris, 

admitted a petition to revoke 
her probation sentence for a 
Class 4 felony theft conviction. 
She was resentenced to 120 
days home confinement with 
90 days to begin Dec. 1 and 
the remaining 30 days are sub-
ject to a motion to vacate, two 
years of probation and ordered 
to pay all previous financial ob-
ligations. 
nJeanna M. Ramey, 37, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. She 
was sentenced to 12 months 
of conditional discharge, 100 
hours of community service 
work, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. 
nPatricia L. Ross, 47, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class 2 
felony failure to register as a 
sex offender. A presentencing 
investigation was ordered, and 
the matter was continued for 
the sentencing hearing. 
nDan C. White, 75, Dalton 

City, pleaded guilty to a Class B 
misdemeanor speeding charge. 
He was sentenced to $140 fine 
and cost. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJamie M. Castle, 39, Paris, 

denied a petition to revoke her 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia conviction. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. 
nJudith A. Dardar, 64, Ar-

cola, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class B 
misdemeanor speeding charge. 
A pretrial conference was 

scheduled.
nRandy Reynolds, 59, 

Rosedale, Ind., pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 2 felony aggravated 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol and a Class A misde-
meanor DUI. His bond con-
ditions were modified to allow 
him to reside and seek employ-
ment in Indiana. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled.
nRyan Williams Wells, 34, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct charge. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nDaniel C. Barrett, 38, Terre 

Haute, Ind., failed to appear in 
court for a motion to vacate jail 
time attached to his Class 3 fel-
ony retail theft conviction. The 
court imposed a 38-day jail sen-
tence with good conduct credit 
to apply. A no-bond warrant for 
his arrest was issued.
nEthan R. Daniels, 39, 

Clinton, Ind., failed to appear 
in court for a motion to revoke 
jail time attached to his Class 2 
felony aggravated driving while 
license revoked and a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance convictions. 
The court imposed a 16-day 
jail sentence and a no-bond ar-
rest warrant was issued.
nChelsea C. Lee, 42, Mat-

toon, learned her failure to 
appear warrant was quashed 
and her Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
conviction was continued for 
completion of her community 
service work.
nJoseph May, 36, Oakland, 

failed to appear for a motion 
to vacate jail time attached to 
his Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine con-
viction. The court imposed a 
four-day jail sentence. A no-
bond warrant for his arrest was 
issued. 
nJared A. See, 38, Paris, 

learned the state dismissed his 
two Class A misdemeanor un-
lawful use of a weapon counts 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol charge. The cases were 
closed. 

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered pre-

pared and issued when the the 
following individuals failed to 
answer the court call: Kenneth 
A. Arthur, 30, Marshall; John 
D. Atteberry, 31, Salem, Timo-
thy A. Aubert, 44, Dalton City; 
Elva J. Hood, 34, Muskagee, 
Okla.; Richard R. Jones II, 47, 
Terre Haute, Ind.;  Carrie L. 
Livvix, 21, Chrisman; Foster 
W. Miller, 20, Paris; Joshua A. 
Newbold, 43, Terre Haute, Ind. 
and Paul Rutherford, 29, India-
napolis, Ind.

COURT

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month and a per-
fect time to donate blood to 
support cancer patients.

The American Red Cross 
has two blood draws sched-
uled in Paris during October. 

The first is 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Oct. 17 in conference room D 
at Paris Community Hospital. 

Appointments may be made 
by calling 1-800-733-2767 or 
Kyle Mohon 465-2606, ext. 
224.

The second blood draw is 
11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Oct. 22 
at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall. Appointments may be 
made by calling 1-800-733-
2767 or Nancy Englebright 
217-465-6494.

Appointments are not re-

quired and walk-ins are wel-
come.

Donors of all types are 
needed to maintain a suffi-
cient fall supply of blood es-
pecially after Hurricane Flor-
ence forced the cancellation of 
an estimated 6,000 donations 
in September, and now Hur-
ricane Michael pounding the 
Gulf Coast will disrupt dona-
tions again.

Give blood to help fight breast cancer
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We have Cremation Mausoleums

LUCILE TODD 
CASEY – Lucile Eliza-

beth Lee Todd, 97, of Casey, 
passed away Friday, Oct. 5, 

2018, at St. 
A n t h o n y 
M e m o r i a l 
Hospital, Eff-
ingham.   

A funeral 
service is 3 
p.m. Sun-
day, Oct. 14, 

at Markwell Funeral Home. 
Burial follows in Casey Cum-
berland Cemetery. Visitation 
is from 1 p.m. until the ser-
vice time Sunday at the fu-
neral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey Township 
Library.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

TODD

RICK TICHENOR 
WESTFIELD – Rick 

Eugene Tichenor, 64, of 
Westfield, passed away at 
4:53 p.m. Monday, Oct. 8, 
2018, at Sarah Bush Lincoln 
Health Center, Coles Coun-
ty.   

A graveside service and 
burial of the ashes is 11 
a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 17, in 
Maple Hill Cemetery, with 
the Rev. Walter Miller offi-
ciating. Markwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

LOUIS SMITH
Louis J. Smith, 62, of Bour-

bonnais and Paris, passed 
away at 7:35 a.m., Saturday, 
Oct. 6, 2018, at Twin Lakes 
Rehab and Health Care in 
Paris. 

No services are planned at 
this time. Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home assisted the 
family with arrangements

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com

ROBERT RANDALL
DANA, Ind. – Robert Lee 

Randall, 87, of Chrisman, died 
at his home Monday, Oct. 8, 

2018, after a 
lengthy battle 
with Parkin-
son’s disease. 
He was a re-
tired teacher 
and farmer.

The funer-
al is 2:30 p.m. 
EST Sun-
day, Oct. 14, 
at the Dana 
United Meth-
odist Church. 

Burial follows at the Friends 
Chapel (Prairie Township) 
Cemetery, near Scottland. 
Visitation is from 4 to 8 p.m. 
EST today, Oct. 13, at the 
church. Overpeck-Gooch Fu-
neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Mr. Randall was born Aug. 
2, 1931, at Champaign, the son 
of the late Audrey and Glenn 

Randall. The family moved to 
the Randall farm on the Indi-
ana-Illinois state line in 1939.  
He married Sue Honnold, 
Aug. 19, 1956, at the Chrisman 
United Methodist Church, and 
she survives.

He is also survived by five 
children, David (Sue) of Bar-
rington, Mary (Dave) Rank 
of Falls Church, Va., Susan 
(Jeff) Binkley of Houghton, 
Mich., Jane (David) Crockett 
of Los Angeles, Calif., and Amy 
(Dan) Ray of South Lyon, 
Mich.; 15 grandchildren; one 
great-granddaughter; and two 
brothers, Jim (Joellyn) and 
Phil (Brenda).  

He was preceded in death by 
his brother, Bill.

Mr. Randall graduated from 
Dana High School in 1949, re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree in 
agriculture from the Universi-
ty of Illinois in 1953 and his 
master’s degree in education 
from Indiana State in 1970. 

He was a proud veteran, 

serving in the U.S. Army from 
1953 to 1956. He began a 
career in education in 1956 
at the Metcalf Elementary 
School and continued his 
teaching career in the Paris 
Union School District 95 for a 
total of 43 years.  

In addition to teaching, 
farming was his other passion, 
and he continued to farm un-
til 2016. He was also extreme-
ly active in the Dana United 
Methodist Church where he 
sang in the choir and taught 
Sunday school. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Dana United 
Methodist Church or The 
Robert L. and Sue H. Ran-
dall Family Legacy Scholar-
ship through the College of 
ACES at the University of 
Illinois, c/o University of Il-
linois Foundation, 1305 W. 
Green St., MC-386, Urbana 
IL, 61801.

Online condolences at www.
goochfuneralhome.com.

RANDALL

ALICE PAJAK
CASEY – Alice Renee Pa-

jak, 42, of Casey, passed away 
at 7:32 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 

10, 2018, at 
Carle Hospi-
tal, Urbana.  

The fu-
neral is 2 
p.m. Tues-
day, Oct. 
16, 2018, at 
M a r k w e l l 

Funeral Home, with the Rev. 
Michael Hickman officiating. 
Private family burial is in Ca-
sey Cumberland Cemetery. 
Visitation is from noon until 
the 2 p.m. service Tuesday at 
the funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Coles County An-
imal Shelter, 6818 N County 
Rd 1120 E, Charleston, IL 
61920.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.   

PAJAK

ALLENE LEGG
CASEY – Allene B. Legg, 

96, of Casey, passed away 
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 2018, at Sar-

ah Bush Lin-
coln Health 
Center, Mat-
toon.  

A grave-
side funeral 
service and 
burial was 2 
p.m. Friday, 

Oct. 12, at Washington Street 
Cemetery, with the Rev. Gene 
Southard officiating. Mark-
well Funeral Home was in 
charge of the arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

LEGG

CHARLOTTE KRAEMER
Charlotte Ann Kraemer, 

95, of Paris, passed away at 
2:20 p.m., Friday, Oct. 5, 

2018, at her 
home. She 
was execu-
tive secretary 
at the Edgar 
County Farm 
Bureau, the 
Paris Com-
munity Hos-

pital and Paris Family Medical 
Center.

A service was 2 p.m., Thurs-
day, Oct. 11, at Stewart and 
Carroll Funeral Home. Burial 
was in Edgar Cemetery. Visita-
tion was from noon to 2 p.m. 
Thursday at the funeral home. 

Mrs. Kraemer was born 
Sept. 7, 1923, at Nevins, the 
daughter of the late James 
Henry and Ona Williamson 
Bunnell.  She married John 

W. Kraemer December 1946 
in Paris.

She is survived by her chil-
dren Barbara Curl of Casey 
and John Kraemer of Cape Gi-
rardeau, Mo.; four grandchil-
dren; 13 great-grandchildren; 
and five great-great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in death 
by her siblings Mildred Hol-
ley, Ivan Arthur Bunnell, 
Loveina Ruth Poinsette, Law-
rence Bunnell and Raymond 
Cecil Bunnell.

Mrs. Kraemer was a mem-
ber of the First United Meth-
odist Church.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Humane Soci-
ety or the Human Resources 
Center in care of the funeral 
home.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com

KRAEMER

JEFFREY IRVINE
NOKOMIS – Jeffrey 

William Irvine, 68, of Witt, 
passed away Oct. 5, 2018, at 
his home. He was retired from 

the State of 
Illinois De-
p a r t m e n t 
of Public 
Health.  

A service 
was 1 p.m. Friday, Oct. 12, 
at Stiehl-Dawson Funeral 
Home. Burial was in Witt 
Cemetery. Visitation was 
from noon until the service 
time Friday at the funeral 
home.   

Mr. Irvine was born Dec. 

24, 1949, at Paris, the son of 
the late William Davis Irvine 
and Patricia Ann Zogg. He 
married Margie Ann Yeske, 
daughter of Leland Dale 
Yeske and Marjorie Doris 
Jones Yeske, Aug. 24, 1974, 
and she passed away June 15, 
1998.

He is survived by his only 
child, Jason Robert (Melanie 
Ranae Cress Irvine) Irvine 
of Hillsboro; grandchildren, 
Chloe and Emily Irvine; step-
mother, Pat Irvine of Paris; 
and sister, Jane Salan of Or-
monf Beach, Fla.

Mr. Irvine grew up in Paris 
and was an avid athlete play-

ing baseball, basketball, track 
and field and football during 
his school years. In 1970, he 
joined the United States Ma-
rines and served in Vietnam.

He was a 1980 graduate of 
Sangamon State University 
with a BS in Criminal Justice. 
He was an animal lover and 
avid St. Louis Cardinals, Chi-
cago Bears and Fighting Illini 
fan.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Montgomery 
County Paws Care, P.O. Box 
25,  Hillsboro, IL. 62049.

Online condolences 
at www.stiehldawsonfh.
com.

DIANA HUMPHREY
Diana Lee Riggs Humphrey, 

71, of Paris, passed away at 
12:01 p.m. EDT Thursday, 
Oct. 11, 2018, at Union Hospi-
tal, Terre Haute, Ind.  

A service celebrating her life 
is 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 16, 
2018, at Templeton Funeral 
Home, with Bro. Kurt Speece 
officiating. Burial follows in 
Edgar Cemetery. Visitation is 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 
15, at the funeral home.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Edgar County Hu-
mane Association.

Additional information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

CHARLES HAND
Charles Allen “Chuck” 

Hand, 75, of Paris, passed away 
at 2:36 p.m. EDT Wednesday, 

Oct. 10, 2018, 
at Region-
al Hospital, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. He was 
retired after 
32 years as an 
educator at 
Mayo Middle 

School and Paris High School, 
and had previously taught for 
two years in the Cumberland, 
Illinois, School District. He 
was also the owner and oper-
ator of History Hardbacks, a 
dealer in Lincoln ephemera, 
for more than 25 years.

A graveside service and buri-
al is 2 p.m. Monday, Oct. 15, at 
Edgar Cemetery, with Richard 
Benach officiating. Friends are 
invited to join the family in a re-
ception celebrating his life from 
4 to 6 p.m. Monday at the Paris 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post.

Mr. Hand was born Aug. 12, 
1943, at Eldorado, the son of 
the late Arthur Allen and Lois 
V. Hedges Hand. He married 

Karen R. Warfel July 2, 1966, 
in Waukegan, and she survives.

Other survivors include a 
son, Bryan (Alison) Hand, and 
two grandchildren, Karena 
and Zachary Hand, all of Santa 
Rosa Beach, Fla.; a sister, Mary 
Ellen Cunningham; several 
nieces, nephews and cousins; 
and his beloved cats, Bob, Mos-
by, Belle and Buddy.

Mr. Hand earned his Bache-
lor’s Degree in Education from 
Eastern Illinois University in 
1965, and his Master of Arts in 
Geography in 1971, also from 
EIU. He was an active and de-
voted member of the Edgar 
County Historical Society 
where he served on the board 
of directors for many years. He 
also served many years on the 
boards of the Paris Carnegie 
Public Library and the Paris 
City Band and was a member 
of the Illinois Geographical 
Society.

He was well known as a 
Lincoln historian and was an 
invaluable resource for local 
history, as well. He had a pas-
sion for sharing his knowl-
edge, which combined with 

his sense of humor, energetic 
and outgoing nature, and occa-
sional orneriness, made him an 
oft-requested speaker at clubs, 
schools and history programs. 

Mr. Hand took an active 
interest not only in history 
but also in current events and 
took seriously his roles as cit-
izen and taxpayer. He was en-
gaging with local government 
and was an advocate for fiscal 
accountability. Throughout his 
life, Charles Hand displayed an 
acute awareness of the needs 
of others and a willingness to 
step up to address those needs 
without hesitation. 

He will be remembered as 
the definition of a good friend 
by so many whose lives were 
better due to his thoughtful-
ness.

The family is grateful for the 
countless expressions of love, 
support and kindness shown 
throughout his treatments and 
illness.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Edgar County Hu-
mane Association.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

HAND

MINTA BIGGS
Minta Ann Biggs, 91, of 

Paris, and formerly of Kan-
sas, passed away at 11:20 p.m. 

Wednesday, 
Oct. 10, 2018, 
at Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. She 
was retired 
after many 
years as a 

cashier at the Kansas grocery 
store and had also waitressed 
in her younger years.

A service celebrating her life 
is 10:30 a.m. Monday, Oct. 15, 
at Templeton Funeral Home. 
Burial follows in Harmony 
Cemetery near Oblong. Visita-
tion is from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 14, at the funeral home.

Ms. Biggs was born Jan. 30, 
1927, in Grandview Township, 

the daughter of the late Henry 
C. and Mable Kemper Biggs.

 Survivors include a sister, 
Hazel Horseman of Paris; an 
extended family of nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and in-laws, 
including a special niece, Nan-
cy (George) Orin of Marshall 
and her family. 

She was preceded in death 
by four brothers, Cleon, Roy, 
Leo and Levi Biggs, and three 
sisters, Marguerite Schil-
ler, Ruby Day and Marjorie 
Downey.

Ms. Biggs was a member of 
the Kansas Christian Church. 
She was a talented gardener 
and cook, and enjoyed hosting 

family dinners for many years. 
She was also an avid game 
player, and especially enjoyed 
Scrabble and cards with her 
family and friends. 

She will be remembered as 
a devoted and loving caregiver 
who always put the needs of her 
family ahead of her own. Above 
all else, she enjoyed spending 
time with her nieces and neph-
ews and through the years lov-
ingly took on the roles of moth-
er and grandmother to them.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Kansas Christian 
Church.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

BIGGS



The first order of business 
in transforming Illinois from a 
laggard to a leader, once again, 

among the 
American states is 
to enact balanced 
budgets and 
create a stable, 
transparent, 
predictable fiscal 
system, some-
thing the state has 
not accomplished 
even once in the 
past two decades. 
Only then will 
business leaders, 

entrepreneurs and creators be 
confident they can locate, build 
and expand in our state.

The numbers tell the sad story 
of our fiscal disarray. The 20 17 
Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report of the Office of the Illinois 
Comptroller shows the net assets 
of the State of Illinois declined 
from a negative $6 billion in 2002 
to minus $141 billion in 2017. 
[This number will plummet even 
further next year, when new 
accounting rules require Illinois 
to report its unfunded future 
employee health care costs.]

Even with the return last year 
to an individual income tax rate of 
almost 5 percent (4.95 percent), 
the present 2019 fiscal year budget, 
ballyhooed by governor and legis-
lature as balanced, will actually end 
the year with a deficit of about $2 
billion, probably more. How so?

For example, buried in the murky 
detail of the $36 billion general 
funds budget is a provision to bor-
row $800 million from other special 
state funds—which will have to be 
repaid in subsequent years. 

Then there is the James R. 
Thompson State of Illinois Center 
in Chicago. This is the third 
straight year the building has been 
sold, and the $300 million from 
the sale banked as revenue in each 
annual budget. Yet I swear when 
I walk by the spaceship-shaped 

building, I still see state employ-
ees walking in and out. That’s how 
you balance a budget in Illinois.

Readers might think it would 
be easy to find $2 billion of 
waste and corruption in the state 
budget, thus solving our prob-
lem. Actually, cutting has been 
going on since 2002, when Rod 
Blagojevich took office. In his first 
year, there were 82,000 state em-
ployees; today there are 59,000, a 
reduction of almost 26 percent.

Al Bowman, executive director 
of the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education, reports that state 
spending on our colleges and 
universities is less than half what 
it was in 2002. Further, appropria-
tions and staffing for our over-
whelmed state children’s agency 
are actually down, and, another of 
many examples, budget cuts have 
left our state parks decrepit.

We could cut more from higher 
education, probably driving even 
more of our students out of state, 
where they tend to stay upon 
graduation. 

I simply can’t find $2 billion of 
waste and corruption left in our 
budget.

Three untouchables make up 
most of the general funds budget 
— pension costs, Medicaid and 
K-12 education, all of which grow, 
inexorably it seems. My friends 
say, “It’s simple, let’s cut back pen-
sion benefits.” But the state high 
court says we can’t. Spending for 
health care and education seems 
to move up, not down.

What to do? The transfor-
mative approach would be to 
broaden the sales tax to include 
many services, reimpose the tax 
on retirement income (excluding 
Social Security, and the equivalent 
income of pensioners not covered 
by Social Security), and eliminate 
a host of exemptions, exclusions 
from sales and other taxation. 

This transformation could gener-
ate more than $12 billion, without 
increasing any tax rates, also bal-

ance the budget—and reduce local 
property tax bills by one-third ($10 
billion from the total of $30 billion 
paid annually in property taxes), a 
greater tax burden than of any state 
in the nation.

Economists would call this 
dramatic property tax reduction 
regressive (that is, bad), because 
most of the benefits would go to 
folks with above average income, 
and it would provide a windfall to 
property owners, who might see 
property values climb. Yet what a 
boost to our struggling economy.

But let’s get real. There are no 
giants today like one-term gover-
nor Thomas Ford (1842-1846). 
Facing state default, Ford induced 
a highly reluctant legislature into 
paying off fully, and painfully, 
holders of massive state bond debt, 
thus opening the state for equally 
massive Eastern investment.

More modest options being 
floated to balance our state budget 
include taxing retirement income 
(but who will sponsor the bill?), 
and a graduated income tax, as 
proposed by Democratic guber-
natorial candidate J. B. Pritzker. 
I think the Pritzker idea is a bad 
one, certainly at this time; right 
now, our business climate is 
perceived to be among the worst 
in the nation. Higher tax rates for 
entrepreneurial job creators would 
wave another red flag at investors.

I do have a proposal for re-
ducing our annual state pension 
payments of about $10 billion by 
$2 billion, enough to balance our 
budget, and still meet our obli-
gations to pensioners. For that, 
come back to this space next week 
for my column on rethinking how 
we pay for pensions.

(This is the second of seven weekly 
columns that offer a blueprint for 
fixing Illinois. Nowlan is a former 
Illinois legislator, agency director, 
senior aide to three unindicted gov-
ernors and professor of government 
at several universities in Illinois as 
well as China.)
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J.B. Pritzker was recent-
ly endorsed by Crain’s 
Chicago Business. The 

state’s pre-
miere 
business 
magazine 
endorsed 
a can-
didate 
whose 
biggest 
promise 
is to raise 
taxes on 
the publi-

cation’s well-off subscriber 
base. 
Gov. Bruce Rauner has 
called Pritzker’s graduated 
income tax proposal, “a 
green light to raise taxes 
on everyone.”

Pritzker has infamously 
dodged hundreds if not 
thousands of questions 
about what the graduated 
rates will be and where the 
cutoff will be between a 
middle-class tax cut and 
tax hike on the wealthy.

“The reason Mr. Pritz-
ker doesn’t want to answer 
the question,” Rauner said 
during the last debate, 
“is because he knows it’s 
going to crush the middle 
class, and he doesn’t want 
to admit it before the 
election.”

Maybe. 
But the main reason 

that people like Rauner 
hate Pritzker’s idea is not 
that it’ll necessarily make 
middle-class families pay 
more taxes.

Increasing taxes on 
everyone is a very diffi-
cult thing to do here. A 
two-percentage point tax 
hike only passed in 2011 
because the state was 
in extremely dire fiscal 
straits. Before that, the 
tax rate wasn’t increased 
by more than a half a 
point since the income 
tax was created in 1969. 
The rate was increased last 
year because a bipartisan 
supermajority in both 
chambers reacted to an-
other extremely dire fiscal 
condition after part of the 
2011 increase expired.

But it would be a whole 
different ball game with 
graduated rates. The temp-
tation for politicians to 
raise taxes only on the rich 
will be really difficult to 
resist during tough fiscal 
times.

Right now, with a flat 
tax, that can’t be done. A 

Demos 
are really 
bigots

Getting immunized to protect against influenza is the smartest move

The Democrats and their parrots and lap-
dogs in the liberal media never stop accusing 
people on the right of being racists, sexists 

and homophobes.
But if you pay even the 

slightest attention to what the 
left says and does, you know 
they are the real bigots.

They’re the ones who 
thought it was real funny — 
and perfectly OK - when a 
“Saturday Night Live” skit on 
the Brett Kavanaugh confir-
mation hearings last weekend 
used the word “queen” and 
other gay-world references 

to imply that Republican Senator Lindsay 
Graham was secretly gay.

The left are also the ones who didn’t 
complain the other night when Don Lemon 
laughed along with his panel of CNN no-
bodies as they mocked Kanye West for being 
President Trump’s token Negro.

If any Republican or Fox News host ever 
referred to someone like Lemon queen or 
called him CNN’s token Negro, they’d be 
branded a racist homophobe by the liberal 
media and forced off the air forever.

The latest example of the left’s devious 
wordplay is its new definition of the word 
mob.

Tucker Carlson, who said the mindless 
anti-Kavanaugh protesters banging on the 
Supreme Court’s doors last week reminded 
him of zombies from the Netflix series “The 
Walking Dead,” correctly called them a “mob.”

But CNN and their liberal ilk disagreed.
As far as they are concerned, only right-wing-

ers can become a dangerous mob - like the 
angry Tea Party activists who showed up and 
shouted at political meetings back in 2010.

Creepy Antifa kids disrupting traffic and 
harassing old folks in Portland?

Gangs of progressive screamers showing up 
in restaurants to publicly harass Republican 
officials or politicians?

The leftwing media say they are not really 
mobs.

They’re principled, youthful protestors try-
ing to build a kinder, gentler, socialist world 

There are probably not many 
Edgar County resident who remem-
ber the catastrophic outbreak of the 
Spanish flu in 1918.

For those of you who don’t know 
about it, the 1918 influenza pandem-
ic, which lasted from January 1918 
until December 1920 was an unusu-
ally deadly influenza outbreak, the 
first of the two pandemics involving 
H1N1 influenza virus. It infected 
500 million people around the 
world, including people on remote 
Pacific islands and in the Arctic, 
resulting in the deaths of 50 to 100 
million. It was one of the deadliest 
natural disasters in human history.

If you read today’s Out of the Past 
column (page 3B of  The Prairie 
Press) there are several items of how 
the Spanish flu hit Edgar County, 
forcing the closing of schools, the-

aters, pool halls and churches. There 
were many deaths in our county 
from the flu — especially among the 
young, healthy adults who it seemed 
to hit particularly hard.

What’s that got to do with life in 
2018?

Flu season is a numbers game, and 
the top U.S. health officials say as 
more people get vaccinated against 
the likely strains the chances of a 
deadly flu outbreak decline greatly.

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reported last 
week last year’s flu season was the 
deadliest in more than four decades, 
with 80,000 deaths from flu and its 

complications.
Doctors and epidemiologists have 

more than a century of facts to back 
up their call for vaccinations. Sadly, 
they’re battling a mountain of misin-
formation circulated by questionable 
online sources or well-meaning indi-
viduals who share personal experi-
ences that tell only part of the story.

Every year, some people choose 
not to get vaccinated because they 
believe if everyone else is protect-
ed, they won’t catch the flu. That 
assumption is wrong, but has been 
gaining traction among Americans. 
The fewer people who are immu-
nized, the more people are suscepti-
ble to the flu.

Every year there are needless 
deaths, hundreds of thousands of 
hospitalizations and disrupted lives 
because of the flu. It’s preventable. 
Please, get the shot.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Please, get the flu shot
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No moral voice 
in troubled 
times for now
Editor, Prairie Press:

They are rejoicing in Republican circles, 
but how do you rejoice after listening to the 
protestors in the Senate chamber literally 
screaming for the lives?

It used to be we could count on a moral 
voice in troubled times, but evangelicals 
and Catholics, who have no room to speak, 
overwhelmingly supported Kavanaugh, even 
if they believed he lied about it. 

As a man, I know women have a funda-
mental right under the Constitution to make 
whatever decisions are right for them. The 
resistance and confrontation are because they 
refused to be dictated to by politicians, who 
want and need power through the Supreme 
Court.

They’ll be working overtime, too, to stop 
the women of their reproductive rights and 
limit access, their favorite ploy, to plain, basic 
healthcare. 

As a husband and father, no one has the 
right to control the decisions of my wife and 
daughter, or any other woman. They’re smart 
enough to make up their own minds.

Rick A. Griffith
Vermilion

It’s not the Republicans who 
should be ashamed of hearings
Editor, Prairie Press:

Ms. Griffith’s prediction that “we will be 
looking back in this time of our nation’s history 
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for every American who’s 
not rich enough to buy 
their own car.

The voting public is 
not fooled by this double 
standard in the liberal 
media.

They know it’s not Re-
publicans who are telling 
their people to chase 
politicians or pundits out 
of restaurants.

They know it’s Demo-
crats like Congresswoman 
Maxine Waters. 

Irresponsible Demo-
crats like her are going 
to get someone killed - a 
Republican someone.

It almost happened last 
year when their attacks 
on President Trump and 
Republicans incited some 
progressive nut ball to 
start shooting Republican 
congressmen practicing 
at a Washington baseball 
field.

Now, thanks to the 
Democrats’ ugly smear 
campaign against Judge 
Kavanaugh, Republican 
senators like Susan Collins 
and Trump spokeswoman 
Sarah Sanders need securi-
ty guards 24/7.

It’s not the new Su-
preme Court Justice who’s 
evil.

It’s the Democrat Party 
and the nasty progres-
sives who’ve taken it over 
and are willing to say or 
do anything or destroy 
anyone to bring down 
President Trump.

Maybe this is not some-
thing new. Maybe the 
Democrats have always 
been this evil.

Maybe my father 
foresaw the future when 
he said in the early 1960s 
that he didn’t leave the 
Democrat Party, the party 
left him.

Where are the Hubert 
Humphreys, Scoop Jack-
sons and Daniel Moyni-
hans? Where are great 
Democratic statesmen 
of yesterday? They don’t 
exist.

The Democrat Party 
is no longer the Party 
of FDR. It’s the party of 

with shame” is absolutely cor-
rect.  Unfortunately, she has 
mistaken the party that will be 
remembered with that shame.

It wasn’t Republicans who 
announced they would vote 
no to any nominee the pres-
ident made and were dumb 
enough not to remember to 
fill Judge Kavanaugh’s name 
in the XXX spot on their 
pre-printed protest signs. 

It was not Republicans who 
offered a bribe to Sen. Susan 
Collins in order to sway her vote, 
peppered her office with death 
threats, surrounded Senators 
as they tried to go about their 
business, shouting “Shame.”

It wasn’t Republicans who 
provided paid protestors with 
the signed passes to get into 
the Senate chamber gallery to 
scream and shout to disrupt 
the confirmation hearings.

It wasn’t Republicans who 
repeatedly, rudely and against 
all Senate rules of decorum 
interrupted Judge Kavanaugh’s 
and Republican Senators, thir-
ty times on the first day alone.

It wasn’t Republicans who sat 
on an accusation of sexual mis-
conduct for six weeks, producing 
it only when all else had failed.

It wasn’t Republicans who 
abandoned the long held tradi-
tion that an individual is innocent 
until proven guilty and that the 
burden of proof falls upon the 
accuser and not the accused.

It wasn’t Republicans who 
continued to shout rapist 
at Kavanaugh and shame at 
Senators who supported him 
long after every one of Dr. 
Ford’s witnesses had denied 
any knowledge of such a 
party under penalty of a felony 
crime and her longtime friend 
even denied having ever met 
Judge Kavanaugh.

And it wasn’t Republicans who, 
when the only new information 
that the investigation brought to 
light was that Dr. Ford’s lawyers 
had tried to do tamper with a 
witness, did what they had always 
intended to do and voted no on 
his confirmation.

A few words about Mr. Ben-
nett’s sarcastic remarks about 
Brett Kavanaugh are needed.  

When President Obama 
nominated Elena Kagan and 

Sonia Sotomayor, the Repub-
licans did not delay voting, for 
both were confirmed in fewer 
days than Kavanaugh.  Demo-
crats are the delayers here.

Get off your faux moral high 
horse, Merrick Garland. Read 
the Constitution. Nowhere 
can you find that the Senate 
is commanded to vote on a 
nominee; they are to “advise 
and consent.”  Not voting 
is not consenting, which is 
entirely consistent with the 
Constitutional mandate. 

Remember, not considering 
a candidate for the Supreme 
Court in a presidential 
election year is the mantra of 
the Democrats.  In 1992, then 
Senator Joe Biden, chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee 
at that time, claimed that as 
a rule, and in 2007, Senator 
Chuck Schumer reiterated 
it when looking at the 2008 
election year. 

The comment about base-
ball is ludicrous  — in baseball, 
they play by the rules, not 
something the Democrats are 
familiar with.

Russ and Jane Witmer
Paris
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tax hike for one is a tax hike 
for all.

But if our state’s constitu-
tion is amended to allow for 
graduated rates, a Democrat-
ic legislature could decide 
down the road to slap an 
extra surcharge on all annual 
income over, say, a million 
dollars. 

And then do it again. 
Who would be opposed 

to that? 
Well, millionaires, of 

course, but there’s not 
enough of them to stop the 
Democrats.

I’m not saying that Rauner 
is trying to block a graduated 
tax for his own personal sake. 
I’m saying that Rauner truly 
believes that wealthy people 
create jobs, and harming 
wealthy people harms job 
creation, and that harms the 
poor and the middle class, 
and Democrats don’t care 
about wealthy people, so 
the graduated tax must be 
stopped at all costs to protect 

the wealthy and the poor and 
the middle class.

The reality is more jobs 
were created in the four years 
after Illinois’ January 2011 
tax hike than the four years 
after it was automatically low-
ered and then raised again.

Gov. Rauner warned the 
2017 tax increase passed over 
his veto would be a disaster 
for the state and imperil our 
economic and fiscal future, 
but he’s now crowing about 
recent job growth and a 
balanced budget. 
    Three polls in a row have 
shown Pritzker with dou-
ble-digit leads. The most 
recent poll by the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute had 
Pritzker ahead of Rauner by 
22 points.

One of Rauner’s many 
weaknesses exposed by the 
poll was that only 67 percent 
of Republicans supported 
him. I crunched the numbers 
and found that even if he 
captured 90 percent of the 
Republican vote, he’d move 
from his current 27 percent 
all the way up to … 31.5 

percent. And if he then cap-
tured every single one of the 
undecided independents (an 
impossibility), he’d go from 
31.5 percent to 37 percent.

The governor is spectac-
ularly unpopular, but the 
current political environ-
ment is just horrible for his 
party. The partisan split in the 
Simon poll was a whopping 
49 percent Democrat to 27 
percent Republican.

The last off-year Demo-
cratic wave was 2006, and 
exit polls showed the partisan 
makeup of the Illinois 
electorate was 46 percent 
Democrat to 31 percent Re-
publican. That’s close to the 
Simon Poll results. 
    The current environment 
simply makes it easier for a 
Democrat to talk about a tax 
hike and still win, particularly 
if his opponent is as unpopu-
lar as Rauner. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

destruction.
Sometimes it almost makes 

me glad that my father is not 
alive to witness this sad state 
of our politics - or FDR. Or 
Lincoln. Or the Founding 
Fathers.

(Michael Reagan is the son 

of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant and the 
author of “The New Reagan 
Revolution.” He is the founder 
of the email service reagan.com 
and president of The Reagan 
Legacy Foundation. Email him 
at reagan@caglecartoons.com.)
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@ Brown Barn in Chrisman

ConCeal 

Carry Class

Monday, October 15th
Tuesday, October 16th

Wednesday, October 17th

Class will begin at 5:30 p.m. every night

Qualifying will be scheduled with
Instructor David John, NRA Instructor 

& Retired US Army Major.
Last evening a FREE meal will be provided 

by the event sponsors: Amber Woodyard-doTerre 
Essential Oils, Goose Creek Guns & Knight Insurance

If you have questions contact Host: 
Dean Sandford - 217-264-1458

or Amber Woodyard - 217-264-2158
For more info, visit us at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Moss Auction Team, LLC
Paris, IL 217-465-4545

Edgar County, IL Land Auction
Tuesday, November 13 - 6 PM Central

141 +/- acres Highly Productive Farmland,
Outstanding County Home & Pastureland in 

Sec. 29 of Brouilletts Creek Twp. Offered in 3 Tracts

Tract 1: 78 +/- Acres Productive 
Farmland, 76.9 tillable acres, P.I. 
of 117.9.

Tract 2: 41 +/- Acres Quality 
Farmland, 39.7 tillable acres, P.I. 
of 118.2.

Tract 3: 22 +/- Acres with Magnifi-
cent ready to move into 1,664 sq. 
ft. Country Home, Farm Building 
Improvements and Fenced 
Pastureland.

Open House: Sat., Nov. 3 - 10 AM - Noon Central
Auction location: Edgar County 4-H Building, 319 E. Elliot St., Paris, IL.

16579 N 2300 St., Chrisman, IL

I
R

T
-
7
5

5
7
C

-
A

www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Timing Counts When It Comes 
to Your Social Security Benefi t

Social Security can be one of your most valuable 
retirement assets. The decision of when you start 
taking your benefi t impacts how much you’ll receive. 

Call or visit today, and learn how your decision 

impacts your overall retirement income strategy.

Final decisions about Social Security fi ling strategies always rest 
with you and should always be based on your specifi c needs 
and health considerations. For more information, visit the Social 
Security Administration website at www.socialsecurity.gov.










BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Having time 
to think can lead one to ponder 
issues beyond the workaday 
world.

Bob McCormick, 69, has a 
lot of time to think. He is on a 
mission to walk from his home 
in Denver, Colo., to Washing-
ton, D.C. The goal is to raise 
awareness about intergener-
ational justice and encourage 
those he encounters to partic-
ipate in broader thinking.

“While I’m walking I have 
plenty of time to think,” said 
McCormick.

He left his home at sunrise 
Aug. 2 and made a stop Tues-
day, Oct. 9, at the Old Brick 
Inn Bed and Breakfast at Chris-
man. His schedule is to walk 
four days and take a day of rest. 

McCormick is happy if he 
walks 100 miles each week and 
anticipates reaching Washing-
ton sometime around Thanks-

giving. He has had two hips 
and one knee replaced and is 
careful not to do more than his 
body can handle. 

A long-time reader of phi-
losophy, McCormick encoun-
tered the concept of intergen-
erational justice approximately 
12 years ago. It was an epiph-
any, and he has studied and 
thought it about ever since.

The idea of what obligations 
do humans who are alive to-
day owe to those yet to come 
weighed heavily on him until 
he felt compelled to do some-
thing, so he planned to walk to 
the nation’s capital and talk to 
people on the way.

McCormick is not an ideo-
logue who expects everything 
to turn around at once because 
he is involved.

“We all have the right to 
speak, but we don’t have the 
right to be listened to,” he said. 
“My hope is people in Wash-
ington will be willing to listen 

because I walked 1,700 miles 
for what I believe in.”

His concern is the econom-
ics of current human activity in 
terms of finances and what it is 
doing to the environment.

“Our debt is close to a tril-
lion dollars,” said McCormick. 
“That is a global issue. Current 
humans are spending more 
than we create.”

The intergenerational justice 
aspect is the interest and prin-
ciple on that debt is left to fu-
ture generations and how that 
will hinder how people live 
and what they can accomplish 
in the future.

“We haven’t accepted the re-
sponsibility of being the Earth’s 
current humans,” said McCor-
mick. “My grandchildren and 
future generations will suffer 
for that, and I don’t think that 
is just.”

It is not just debt that wor-
ries him. A rapidly deteriorat-
ing global environment caused 

by human activity has the po-
tential to cause unimagined 
suffering for future humans, 
and we are running out of time 
to address the problem in a 
meaningful way.

“The most recent U.N. re-
port says we have 10 years to 
avoid a climate catastrophe,” 
said McCormick.

Here is another topic for 
which future humans will con-
demn us for being so short-
sighted.

McCormick said people 
have the ability to change all of 
this but so far have not shown a 
willingness to do so. He point-
ed out homo sapiens appeared 
about 200,000 years ago so ap-
proximately 8,000 generations 
of ancestors separate those first 
humans in Africa and contem-
porary people.

“We are very early in the 
story,” said McCormick. “We 
are like adolescents leaving our 
garbage for someone else to 

pick up. We behave like care-
free teenagers who don’t think 
about the future while we go 
about mucking up the planet’s 
one filtration system for air and 
water.”

The walk so far has reaf-
firmed McCormick’s opti-
mism that as individuals peo-
ple are good and caring. He 
said people have brought him 
water and food and contribute 
so he can stay in lodgings rath-
er than camping on the side of 
the road. 

“Well over 90 percent of the 
people I talk to agree and un-
derstand that injustice occurs 
between current and future 
humans,” said McCormick.

He recalled meeting an Illi-
nois farmer who carries great 
guilt for what his chemical de-
pendent operation is doing to 
groundwater but cannot find 
another option because he 
must produce the high yields 
to remain viable. 

McCormick said politicians 
in Washington are incapable of 
solving this problem because 
they are so embedded in how 
the system works and have 
self-interest in perpetuating it.

“We have to change the 
way we act, but it won’t come 
through politicians or Con-
gress,” said McCormick. “A 
change like this has to come 
from the bottom up.”

The change, McCormick 
said, starts with thinking glob-
ally and long term. All deci-
sions must be weighed against 
global implications and what 
the long-term results are for fu-
ture generations.

“I don’t want to point blame 
but our current leadership is in-
volved in short-tem thinking,” 
said McCormick.

More information about 
McCormick and intergenera-
tional justice, or to provide a 
donation, is available at www.
awalkforchange.org 

Traveler asks profound questions, no easy answers

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

STALEYS
FROM PAGE 1A

maze,” said Paul Staley. “It turns 
out they came to do the maze 
and maybe buy a pumpkin.”

The couple was always at-
tentive to what their custom-
ers wanted. They created a 
crawling straw maze that was 
popular for several years but 
eventually discarded it be-
cause of the dust and allergy 
problems people experienced 
crawling through the confined 
space.

Sherry Staley said attractions 
in the early years were aimed at 
teenagers because their young-
est daughter was in high school 
at that time. When customers 
asked about creating some-
thing for young children, they 
moved toward a more diverse 
and family friendly place.

A corn maze was added the 
fourth year of operation. They 
got the idea after attending a 
North American Farm Mar-
keting Convention. The an-
nual Halloween convention in 
Chicago and St. Louis was also 
important for them.

Many of the attractions of-
fered at the Halloween Con-
vention were too expensive but 

it gave them new ideas.
“With Sherry being an art-

ist I told her what I needed, 
she drew it and I built it from 
there,” said Paul Staley.

Over the years, Pumpkin 
Works has added a variety of 
mazes, play areas, hayrides and 
a gift shop selling craft items 
and treats.

Pumpkin Works has been 
their life for the prior 26 years, 
but it is drawing to a close and 
the last day of operation is Hal-
loween.

“We took a year to consider 
it. This year we saw it was just 
too much to do,” said Sherry 
Staley, adding age is catching 
up to them.

“The stress level is not any 
worse than before, but the 
body does not handle it as 
well,” Paul Staley said.

Both agreed it is emotional-
ly hard just to close something 
that is so popular and success-
ful, but their children have 
their own businesses and don’t 
have time to take over the oper-
ation. They do not want to sell 
their farm so another party can 
buy the business.

Ending Pumpkin Works 
means entering full-time retire-
ment where they can pursue 
other less strenuous interests. 
Sherry Staley plans to paint 
gourds for selling at art and 
craft shows and festivals. She 
also wants to resume her pot-
tery interests.

Paul Staley has already start-
ed the transition by returning 
to leather tooling and is consid-
ering another challenge.

“The ash borer is here, and 
I’ve got to figure out what to 
do with a lot of good lumber,” 
he said, noting furniture mak-
ing is likely in the future as he 
harvests the trees killed by the 
invasive insect. 

Both said this time next year 
will likely be quite emotional 
for them, and they need an-
other commitment to avoid 
the temptation to try Pumpkin 
Works for another year.

“I want to eat a Maine lob-
ster,” said Paul Staley, adding 
they have never had the oppor-
tunity to travel during the au-
tumn and see the fall color any-
where else than their Elbridge 
Township home.

PARIS
FROM PAGE 1A

BROCTON
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no guarantee such grant 
programs will continue 
in place and communities 
need to take advantage of 
the money when it is avail-
able.

“If you don’t, you may 
have to face doing this 
project on your own dime,” 
said Beckman. “Remember 
this is your tax money and 
if you don’t seek it, it will be 
used somewhere else.”

Residents supported the 
project because it is need-
ed, but they had concerns 
regarding the $100,000 
the village must borrow for 
the required match. Cary 
said at this time it appears 
the current water rate is 
sufficient to repay the loan 
and still meet other water 
department expenses. He 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Ray and Mary Hickenbotham, Terre Haute, Ind., wander the big 
corn maze at Pumpkin Works. They said their first visit to Pump-
kin Works was in 2017 and came again this year because it is the 
last year for the popular Edgar County attraction.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Hayrides are a favorite activity at the Staley’s Pumpkin Works. 
Left to right, Bently Matias, Kyler Brossman, Brad Borssman, 
Brenton Brossman and Michelle Matias, all of Terre Haute, Ind. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Lily Keigley, Mattoon, pulls her selections to the checkout at 
Pumpkin Works.

said Acklin. “The average 
for the last five years has 
been about 5 percent.”

The superintendent in-
formed board members 
when he presents the levy 
request for approval the 
document will be based on 
the estimated increase. He 
said that is prudent plan-

does not anticipate the need 
to raise water rates but can’t 
guarantee that won’t happen 
in the future as other expens-
es like electricity and chemi-
cals costs increase.

Beckman cautioned the 
grant is a competitive pro-
cess and there is no guaran-
tee Brocton will get selected, 
although he expressed confi-
dence the village has a good 
proposal.

The grant awards will be 
announced in 2019 for exe-
cution in 2020 and final grad-
ing and seeding in the spring 
of 2021 after the backfilled 
trenches have a chance to set-
tle over the winter. 

During the regular busi-
ness meeting, the trustees ap-
proved submitting the grant 
application. 

In other business, the 
board: 
Set trick or treat hours at 

5-7 p.m. Oct. 27 to coincide 
with the annual Halloween 
Party and Costume Contest 
the American Legion Post 
has for the community. The 
Legion will have a hot dog 
roast from 5-7 p.m. and the 
costume contest follows. The 
trustees donated $100 from 
the non-tax farm fund to help 
support the Legion event.
Approved a maximum 

expenditure of $600 to pur-
chase up to 28 Christmas 
trees for use as a tree-decorat-
ing project. Village residents 
and businesses can obtain a 
tree for decorating in the out-
door display occupying a va-
cant lot on the village’s main 
thoroughfare. 
Accepted a bid of $2,800 

from Barry Contracting, 
Newman, to demolish, haul 
away and repour 96 feet of 
sidewalk near the Christian 
Church.

by both students and par-
ents as well as the kinder-
garten team.

“It was great to see our 
people put in extra effort 
for us,” Larson said.

The board also:
Approved the tenta-

tive levy for the district 
reflecting an increase of 
25 percent. “The increase 
does not mean an in-
crease in taxes,” he said. “It 
means this district is sim-
ply trying to obtain every 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Prairie State Wom-
en’s Health provides free 
screening and diagnostic 

Assistance available for breast cancer screening
services to qualifying women 
through the Illinois Breast and 
Cervical Cancer Program.  

Residents of Illinois 
between the ages of 35 and 
65 who are without insurance, 
or  are underinsured, are 
eligible for assistance. There 
is no income limit. Younger 
women with symptoms may 
also qualify.  

The program is also able to 

assist women who have high 
deductibles with the cost 
of diagnostic services. The 
enrollment process is done 
through the mail and a per-
son can use their local phy-
sicians and hospitals for the 
services.

For more information, call 
1-800-721-7734 or 1-800-
331-1689. The best protec-
tion is early detection.         

ning because the district can-
not get what it does not seek.

“You don’t want to leave lo-
cal dollars on the table,” Ack-
lin said.

Unit 6 has received a total of 
$108,900 in the Edgar Coun-
ty school facilities tax revenue 
since October 2017. None of 
that money has been spent 
and the district is saving it to 
pay for a new heating and air 
conditioning system at the 

grade school.
Acklin reported the cur-

rent teacher contract expires 
July 2019 so it is time to 
think about starting the col-
lective bargaining process. 
After some discussion, board 
members Karen Webster and 
Steve Lorenzen agreed to 
serve on the bargaining com-
mittee and board members 
also want Acklin as part of 
the process.  

tax dollar we are due.”
Approved facility usage 

requests for the Willis Center 
for Chad Stevens and Toby 
Wilson.
Heard first reading on a 

new policy clarifying memo-
rials in the Paris district.
Heard first reading on a 

search and seizure policy in-
volving drugs and weapons.
Hired Mike Brouwer as 

the Mayo girls track coach.
Heard the district’s 

“Start with Hello,” initiative 
through the Sandy Hook 
Foundation was a success 
and wonderful for the stu-

dents.
Congratulated Mayo 

eighth grader Will Temple-
ton for qualifying for the 
IESA state boys cross-coun-
try meet.
Heard the auditions for 

the Mayo musical Shrek Jr. 
are planned today and Sun-
day.
Heard the county in-

stitute Oct. 5 was a success 
with representatives of all the 
county districts. 

The board moved into ex-
ecutive session to discuss the 
superintendent’s evaluation 
and board self-evaluation.
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Volleyball 
going for 
LIC title

BY JEREMY PATTERSON
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com

The Paris Lady Tiger  
volleyball team will face off 
Thursday with the Newtown 
Lady Eagles to determine the 
2018 Little Illini Conference 
volleyball championship.

The Lady Tigers are per-
fect in Little Illini Confer-
ence play, posting a stellar 
7-0 record. The Lady Ti-
gers are nearing the end of 
their season, with just three 
games remaining.

“We are really excited 
about this week,” Coach 
Christy Pinkston said. 
“We play some good teams 
and have our senior night 
Wednesday.”

Most recently, on Thurs-
day night (10/11) Paris 
took on LIC opponent 
Robinson. The Lady Tigers 
defeated the Maroons in a 
2-0 sweep. Paris took over 
from the beginning, jump-
ing out to an early lead in 
their 25-17 victory in the 
first set. They went on to 
dominate the second set as 
well, winning 25-13. Emma 
Pinkston had 12 kills while 
hitting an impressive .435 
throughout the match. 
Brooklyn Westerfield led 
the team with 10 digs. Pay-
ton Block managed 21 as-
sists for Paris. The win kept 
the Lady Tigers perfect in 
conference play.

The Lady Tigers 
dropped a three-set match 
on Tuesday (10/9) as they 
traveled to Tuscola. Tusco-
la, who has posted an un-
defeated record at home, 
proved their grit as Paris 
lost in three sets 25-13, 
25-21 and 25-16. Emma 
Pinkston and Lizzie Rouse 
led the team in kills with 
eight apiece on the eve-
ning. Junior Katrina Strow 
dug up 10 balls through the 
match. Sophomore Payton 
Block poured in 18 assists 
in the game as well. Block 
has been an important part 
of the Lady Tigers offense 
this season.

“Payton has been real-
ly good for us this year,” 
Pinkston said. “She has 
provided a lot for us and 
been consistent and that 
has helped everyone else in 
the lineup to play well.”

On Monday (10/15) 
Paris will host Cayuga. On 
Wednesday (10/17) Paris 
will host Danville for the 
Lady Tigers senior night. 
On Thursday (10/18), 
Paris travels to Newton 
where they will wrap up 
their regular season. 

Newton, who is the 
only other team to have re-
mained perfect in the LIC, 
will prove to be the tough-
est test yet for the Lady 
Tigers. 

Newton boasts the con-
ference leaders in assists 
and digs and a top-three 
leader in kills. Though the 
toughest opponent they 
may have played all year, 
Pinkston is not concerned 
with changing things this 
late in the season.

“We aren’t going to 
change a lot, we just need 
to focus on the task at 
hand,” Pinkston said “We 
just have to stay motivated 
and go out and play Paris 
volleyball.”

Titans fall to Blue Devils
Tri-County’s playoff hopes take a hit with a 21-7 loss to Villa Grove-Heritage; Arcola next

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

VILLA GROVE — The 
Tri-County Titans squared off 
with the Villa Grove-Heritage 
Blue Devils in a LOVC South-
east Division contest with 
huge playoff implications.

At the end of the evening, 
the Titans came up short, los-
ing to the Blue Devils 21-7.

The Titans were coming 
off of a 42-8 win the previ-
ous week over Martinsville at 
home while the Blue Devils 
won a hard fought 24-14 con-
test in Palestine against Ob-
long/Palestine-Hutsonville to 
keep their playoff hopes alive.  

Tri-County needed just 
one win out of their last two 
games — along with a lot of 
help from some other teams 
— to become playoff eligible. 
The Blue Devils still needed 
to win their last two games to 
become eligible and got the 

first must win against the Ti-
tans Friday evening.

Neither team could really 
move the ball in the first quar-
ter — two possessions each. 
The Titan punting unit gave 
TCT the field position advan-
tage with both punts rolling 
inside the 20-yard line.  

One of those punts was a 
pooch punt by quarterback 
Mitch Pollock that rolled to 
the VGH one-yard line.   The 
stanza ended with the score 
at 0-0.

The game was still at a slow 
pace until the Blue Devils fi-
nally struck with 4:34 left in 
the second quarter taking ad-
vantage of some costly Titan 
penalties. Blue Devil quar-
terback Evan Wilson found 
Blake Smith for an eight-yard 
touchdown pass.   The con-
version try failed leaving the 
score at 6-0 in favor of VGH.  
That score held up as the team 

went into the locker room for 
halftime.

In the third quarter, the 
game had a little controversy 
as it looked like a TCT punt 
hit the shoulder of a VGH 
player near the midfield stripe 
and Titans recovered.  

Officials ruled the ball did 
not hit the VGH player, giv-
ing the ball to the Blue Devils.  

VGH capitalized once 
again using costly penalties 
by TCT to drive the ball deep. 
Blue Devil Zach Champagne 
ran the ball in from six yards 
out at the 4:34 mark.   Kehm 
Shirley then ran in the two 
point conversion to make the 
score 14-0.  

TCT then drove the ball 
deep into VGH territory to 
run out the third quarter 
clock in business with a key 
4th and 3 play in the Blue 
Devils Red Zone.

The Titans were able to 

convert the fourth down play 
to start the final quarter and 
capitalized with a score as 
Lane Bisby plunged the ball 
in from one yard out at the 
9:05 mark.   Blake Lee added 
the extra point to cut the defi-
cit to 14-7.

The Titans were out of time 
outs and needed to get the 
ball back quickly.

On the next possession, the 
Blue Devils used strong clock 
management to construct a 
six-minute drive punctuated 
by Smith catching his second 
touchdown pass of the game 
on a halfback pass from Rob-
bie Wickander with 3:05 re-
maining in the game.  Zayzen 
Price added the extra point to 
put VGH back up 21-7.

The Titans tried to put to-
gether a quick drive on the 
next possession, but Mitch 
Pollock’s pass was intercept-
ed by the Blue Devils to give 

the home team the ball back. 
VGH was able to use ball con-
trol and run out the clock to 
take the win.

The Titans only racked up 
112 total yards of offense on 
38 plays.   Lane Bisby had 13 
carries for 34 yards and the 
lone score.  Blake Lee had five 
carries for 24 yards and Mitch 
Pollock was 2 of 10 passing 
for 23 yards and two inter-
ceptions.   Pollock also added 
seven touches for 23 yards on 
the ground.

Bisby finished with ten 
tackles and a sack while Drew 
Bevill had seven tackles and 
Daniel Drake added six tack-
les.

The Titans (4-4, 1-3 LOVC 
Southeast) will now play in a 
“win or go home” contest on 
Friday night in Arcola against 
the Arcola Purple Riders.   
Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. at Ar-
cola High School.

C-wood, 
Mayo girls 
finding 
success
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris junior high 
girls basketball teams are 
nearing the halfway mark 
of the season and both 
Crestwood and Mayo have 
found success.

The Crestwood eighth 
grade Lady Eagles remain 
unbeaten and have yet to 
be challenged. These girls, 
coached by Missy Tingley, 
were unbeaten as seventh 
graders and won the IESA 
Class 2A state championship.  

CRESTWOOD 7TH VS. 
ST. MATTHEW

The Crestwood 7th grade 
team won heftily on Thurs-
day night (10/11), defeat-
ing St. Matthew 48-18. 
Graci Watson led the team 
in scoring with 12 points. 
Gracie Dyer had 10 points 
in the effort, also grab-
bing a team-high seven 
rebounds. Cate Kirby and 
Aubree Leader each had 
three steals in the game. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH VS. 
ST. MATTHEW 

Crestwood’s 8th grade 
team exploded for 53 
points in their 53-12 dem-
olition of St. Matthew 
Thursday night. Deming 
Hawkins led the team with 
15 points in the game. Kait-
lyn Coombes and Kendra 
Young added eight points 
each while Coombes also 
added three rebounds and 
three steals. Grace Sullivan 
made an impressive effort 
defensively with five re-
bounds and five steals. 

MAYO GIRLS HOT 
The Mayo girl’s basket-

ball teams have had a hot 
start to the year, with the 
7th grade team boasting a 
record of 8-2 and the 8th 
grade team at 9-1. The 
two most recently trav-
eled to Jasper County on 
Thursday evening (10/11) 
where they split games 
with the Lady Eagles. 

MAYO 7TH VS. NEWTON
After a valiant effort and 

Lady Tigers face 
off against Newton 
Thursday away

PARIS MOVES TO 8-0 FOR THE SEASON

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Tigers dominated the Robinson Maroons 48-0 to retain the Crawford County-Edgar County Shrine game trophy 
Friday at Tiger Stadium. It is the third consecutive year the Tigers have won the trophy.

Undefeated season in sight

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

For the first time since 1970, the Par-
is Tigers have earned at least a share of 
a conference title.

The Tigers took care of business on 
Senior Night at Tiger Stadium Friday 
with a 48-0 drubbing of the Robinson 
Maroons. The victory also marks the 
third consecutive win in the Craw-
ford/Edgar County Shrine game. 

With the victory, the Tigers remain 
perfect with an 8-0 mark, which is tops 
in the Little Illini Conference. Robin-
son, under the leadership of former 
Paris Tiger Casey Pinnell, falls to 2-6 
on the season, and 2-5 in the LIC. 

Whether the weather was a factor in 
the sluggish start or not, neither team 
was able to generate much offense on 
Friday night. 

Paris broke the 0-0 tie by getting  
on the scoreboard first as Caleb Gates 
found wide receiver Caleb Mullenix 
wide open for a 17-yard score with 
3:26 remaining in the first quarter. This 
would not be the final time that this 
duo would hook up on the night and 
the Tigers led 6-0 following a missed 
extra point.

Neither team could muster any of-
fense for the next nine plus minutes of 
game time action. 

Paris finally got things rolling follow-
ing an interception by Mullenix near 
midfield. 

The Tigers kept that drive alive on a 
key third-and-5 pass play from Gates to 
Nathan Zorn good for 20 yards. 

Five plays later, Gates bulled his way 
into the end zone for a two-yard touch-
down. The two-point conversion was 

Tigers one game away from 
first undefeated season 
since 1963 Paris team did it

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris Tiger junior linebacker Sam Mays wraps up a Robinson ball carrier during the 
Tigers 48-0 win Friday at Tiger Stadium. Paris moved to 8-0 for the season and will 
travel to Flora to close out the season Friday, Oct. 19.

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris junior running back Coy Landrum runs for big pickup in Friday’s 48-0 Tiger 
senior night victory over Robinson at Tiger Stadium. Paris travels to Flora Friday 
with a chance to have the first perfect since since 1963.See TIGERS, Page 10A See GIRLS, Page 10A
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928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944
www.eagleridgeparis.com  

Hours 
Monday-Friday 
8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Weekends 
7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
*We will accommodate if 
they would like to schedule 
a tee time

217-463-3434

Fall Special
Monday - Thursday
$13     9 Holes w/cart
$23     18 Holes w/cart

Walking 9 Holes $8   18 Holes $13 

Friday - Saturday - Sunday
$15     9 Holes w/cart
$25     18 Holes w/cart

Walking 9 Holes $12   18 Holes $15 

EXCLUDES OUTINGS

Fair way.
Spend your afternoon on a beautiful course

Paris Predators Girls Traveling Fastpitch 
Softball would like to thank the following 

sponsors for 2018:
C. Michael Knepper, DDS

Cadillac Products Packaging, Inc.
Casey’s General Store

Church Insurance & The Investment Center
First Farmer’s Bank & Trust
Herrington Transportation
Ingrum Waste Disposal
Jones & Son Trucking

Paris Community Hospital
Prospect Bank

Stewart & Carroll Funeral Home
Tara Glover Foundation

Thiel Accounting

Special Thanks To The Following:
American Legion Post 211, Paris District 95, 

Crestwood Unit 4 and P.G.S.A.

Paris Junior
Basketball Registration

at Ernie Eveland Gym

Wednesday, October 17th

from 6-8 p.m.

Welcomes all Edgar County Boys and Girls, 4-6th grade! 

League

Saturday, October 13th 

9:00 p.m. - Noon

Breaded Tenderloin  $3.25
Corn Dog, Fries & Drink   
$5.00 (no substitutes)

OPEN DAILY
11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St. • Paris, IL  

Flavor of the week:
Candy Apple

Specials start Sunday!

Specials

Homemade Soups:
Vegetable Beef, Chili

Cup.....$2.75
Bowl.....$3.99
Quart.....$9.99

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

unsuccessful and the Tigers 
led 12-0 with 2:27 left in the 
half.

Even with such little time 
left in the half, Paris was far 
from finished scoring. 

Coach Jeremy Clodfelder 
used his one of his timeouts 
on the ensuing Robinson 
drive. After the Tiger defense 
stopped the Maroons,  Paris 
got the ball back with 1:38 
left. 

Gates found Mullenix once 
again on the first play from 
scrimmage, this time from 66 
yards out for the score. Gates 
hit Coy Landrum in the cor-
ner of the end zone for the 
two-point conversion, and 
the Tigers led it 20-0.

Paris used great clock man-
agement on the next Robin-
son drive, and forced a punt 
with just eight seconds left in 
the half. Mullenix pulled the 
hat-trick by scoring his third 
touchdown of the half, this 
time on a 54-yard punt return 
to make the score 26-0 at the 
half.

Clodfelder acknowledged 
his team was not playing up 
to their standards in the early 
going. 

“We got started kind of 
slowly and we’ve got to work 
on getting that fixed. We just 
weren’t settled in,” Clodfelder 
said. “With just two minutes 
and some change left, we got 
two big stops, and Mullenix 
busted the big punt return to 
give us some momentum.”

Paris won the coin toss to 
open the game, but deferred 
possession to the second half. 
The Tigers began with their 
worst field position of the 
night, their own 23-yard line. 

This drive was pretty much 
the Coy Landrum show. The 
junior tailback picked up nine 
and 13 yards on consecutive 
carries. On the second carry, 
a Robinson player was called 
for targeting which tacked on 
15-yards to the end of the run. 

Landrum capped off the drive 
with a 33-yard bolt for the 
touchdown. 

When things are going 
your way, they are going your 
way as the snap from center 
sailed right into the hands 
of kicker Garrett King. King 
then scrambled to his right 
and found Sam Mays in the 
end zone for the two-point 
conversion making the score 
32-0 with 10:44 remaining in 
the third period.

Robinson mounted their 
longest drive of the night on 
their next possession. But a 
huge fourth-and-1 stop by the 
Tiger defense at their own 20-
yard line gave Paris the ball 
back on downs.

Paris was without senior 
quarterback Caleb Gates the 
rest of the way as Gates in-
jured his thumb. 

Junior backup Hunter 

Newlin stepped in to pilot the 
Tigers the rest of the way and 
ran the Tiger offense.

 Paris began its next drive 
at their own 21-yard line on a 
seven yard run by Willmoth, 
a nine yard pass to Mulle-
nix and an eight-yard run by 
Newlin. Carter Hays hauled 
in a pass on the Tiger sideline 
and weaved his way for an 11-
yard gain. 

Following an unsportsman-
like penalty against the Tigers, 
the ball was moved all the way 
back to the Paris 20-yard line, 
making it first-and 35. Newlin 
hit Mullenix over the middle 
for a 25-yard gain, and then 
found Sam Mays for 10-yards 
to pick up the first down. 
Three plays later, Newlin hit 
Mays near the pylon for an 
eight-yard touchdown. King 
tacked on the extra point, and 
the running clock was set in 
motion as the Tigers led it 
41-0. 

After forcing yet another 
punt by Robinson, the next 

drive belonged to wide receiv-
er Josh Willmoth. 

Newlin found the senior 
wideout on three consecutive 
pass plays, covering 10, 15, 
and 11-yards. The connection 
of Newlin to Mays hooked 
up once again, this time from 
31-yards out to arrive at the 
final score of 48-0.

“This group of seven se-
niors were perfect on the road 
last year, and this year so far, 
we are perfect everywhere. I 
told them that I would just as 
soon go perfect the rest of the 
way.” 

For the seventh time this 
season, the Tigers racked up 
over 400 yards of total of-
fense as they went for 444 
last night. Gates completed 
six-of-7 passing for 143 yards 
and two touchdowns before 
exiting with that thumb inju-
ry. Newlin was perfect on the 
evening, completing all nine 
of his passing attempts for 
130 yards and a pair of touch-
downs as well. Mullenix con-
tinued his stellar play as he 
snagged five catches for 122 
yards and two touchdowns, 
to go along with his 54-yard 
punt return for a score. Will-
moth hauled in five passes for 
71 yards, Mays added three 
catches for 49 yards and two 
touchdowns, Nathan Zorn 
caught one pass for 20 yards, 
and Hays caught one ball for 
11 yards. 

Landrum led the rushing 
attack with 60 yards and a 
touchdown on just five car-
ries. Zorn toted the ball seven 
times for 31 yards, Hays had 
a pair of carries for 24 yards, 
Newlin ran twice for 22 yards, 
Mullenix carried twice for 14 
yards, Gates added four car-
ries for 13 yards and a score, 
and Willmoth carried once 
for seven. The Tiger defense 
held Robinson to just 141 
yards of total offense, and 
forced a pair of turnovers. 

Paris will look to make his-
tory on Friday night as they 
travel to Flora to face the 1-7 
Wolves. With a victory, the 
Tigers will clinch the Little Il-
lini Conference outright and 
celebrate their first confer-
ence title since 1963. 

late rally on the court, the 
Lady Redbirds were just 
three points shy, falling to Jas-
per County 32-29. Peighton 
Smith led the team in sev-
eral categories, scoring nine 
points while also pouring in 
a team-high seven rebounds. 
Aubrey Wilson had eight 
points for Mayo while also 
grabbing six steals. Stephanie 
Johnson had a team-high 12 
steals and three points. 

MAYO 8TH VS.NEWTON
The eighth grade Lady Red-

birds had no trouble adjusting 
to the flow of the Lady Eagles, 
trouncing them in a 30-9 vic-
tory. Caradan Hoffman led 
the team with seven points in 
the contest. Zoe Sanders was 
another key contributor as 
she had five assists. The two 
led the team defensively as 
well as they each grabbed four 
rebounds. Steph Johnson had 
six steals on the evening along 
with three points. 

MAYO 7TH VS. ROBINSON 
The Lady Redbirds lost a 

tough contest as they battled 
against conference-oppo-
nent Robinson on Tuesday 
(10/9). 

Mayo dropped the contest 
26-18, their first loss of the 
season. 

Peighton Smith led the ef-
fort in points as she scored 
seven points. Smith was 
fundamental in many other 
ways though, tallying three 
steals and six rebounds as 
well. 

Maddy Ramsey had nine 
rebounds on the night. Au-
brey Wilson was also a key 
figure defensively as she 
managed five steals and eight 
rebounds. 

MAYO 8TH VS. ROBINSON 
Mayo had another lopsided 

victory through their 2018 
season as they stunted Robin-
son 44-7. The offensive lead-
er of the evening was Emma 
Kemper. Kemper had 18 
points throughout the game 
alongside three steals. Alyssa 
Reed had four points and a 
team-high five rebounds. Au-
brey Wilson, Zoe Sanders and 
Steph Johnson each had three 
assists. 

GIRLS
FROM PAGE 9A

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris quarterback Caleb Gates (1). hands off to running back 
Nathan Zorn in first half action in Friday’s 48-0 senior night 
win over Robinson at Tiger Stadium. Gates did not return in the 
second half after injuring his thumb.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

Titan golfer Logan Richard-
son will be playing in the IHSA 
state match today with an 18-
hole tourney to determine the 
champions.

Very cold conditions along 
with a mixture of rain and snow 
greeted the golfers as the first 
round of the two-day champi-
onships did manage to begin.  
Richardson teed off at 10:18 

and managed to get in six holes 
shooting 6 over par heading to 
the seventh hole.

IHSA officials suspended 
play to see if the weather would 
improve.  Officials then de-
cided to cancel the first round 
making all scores null and void.

Richardson will still tee off 
at his same time on Saturday 
morning at 10:18 a.m. to final-
ly play in his round in his quest 
for a championship.

Weather delays state golf match
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High Altitude, 4WD, Leather.
2,000 Miles, Reduced! 18,950

Long Bed, V8, Only 19,000 Miles
White

Quad Cab, 4WD, Cummins Diesel
Great Condition, Black

 

4WD, Crew Cab, Duramax Diesel, 
Dump Bed, Red

All Wheel Drive, Leather, 
Navigation, Blue

Leather, All Wheel Drive
Gray

All North American Lighting Employees qualify for special Supplier Pricing 
and we are a participating dealer! Please contact us for details!

2018
Mazda CX5 

2017 
Jeep Patriot

2013
 Ford F150 Reg Cab

2005
Dodge Ram 3500

2018
Dodge Durango Gt

2007
Chevrolet Silverado 3500

Friday, November 2 - 4 PM Central
117 +/- Acres Prime Tillable Farmland, Edgar County, 
Shiloh west Twp., Sec. 7, Productivity Index of 142.6.

Tuesday, November 13 - 6 PM Central
141 +/- acres Productive Farmland, Outstanding County Home 
& Pastureland Edgar County, IL Offered in 3 Tracts
Tract 1: 78 +/- Acres Productive Farmland, Brouilletts Creek Twp.,
Sec. 29, Productivity Index of 117.9.
Tract 2: 41 +/- Acres Quality Farmland, Brouilletts Creek Twp.,
Sec. 29, Productivity Index of 118.2.
Tract 3: 22 +/- Acres with Outstanding 1,664 Sq. Ft. Country Home, 
Farm Building Improvements and Fenced Pastureland, 
Brouilletts Creek Twp., Sec. 29.

Friday, November 16 - 10 AM Central
76 +/- Acres Excellent Tillable Farmland, Edgar County, 
Paris Twp., Sec. 11, Productivity Index of 142.8.

Call for a brochure or visit us online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Moss Auction Team, LLC
Paris, IL 217-465-4545

Recreational Land & Country Homestead Auction
Edgar County, IL

53.23 +/- acres Exceptional Hunting Woodlands & 
3.418 +/- acres Country Homestead Offered in 2 Tracts

Saturday, October 20 - 10 AM Central

Tract 1: 53.23 +/- acres in Sec. 20 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of extraor-
dinary recreational woodlands & former 
pastureland. Tract offers exceptional 
Whitetail Deer & Turkey habitat and 
access to the Brouilletts Creek. 
Outstanding tract for promising future 
isolated country home building sites 
and/or the serious outdoorsman.

Sellers: Sellers: Deborah Allen & Phillip Bok 

Tract 2: 3.418 +/- acres in Sec. 17 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of a 1,288 
sq. ft. country home, a 46’x40’ metal 
pole barn and a old wooden corn crib. 
Great country location with many 
possibilities.

Auction Location: Edgar County 4-H 
Building, Paris, IL.

Moss Auction Team 

November Land Auctions

Paris, IL • 217-465-4545
Visitus online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Auctions location: Edgar County 4-H Building, 319 E. Elliot St., Paris.

Call for a brochure or visit us online at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Moss Auction Team, LLC
Paris, IL 217-465-4545

Recreational Land & Country Homestead Auction
Edgar County, IL

53.23 +/- acres Exceptional Hunting Woodlands & 
3.418 +/- acres Country Homestead Offered in 2 Tracts

Saturday, October 20 - 10 AM Central

Tract 1: 53.23 +/- acres in Sec. 20 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of extraor-
dinary recreational woodlands & former 
pastureland. Tract offers exceptional 
Whitetail Deer & Turkey habitat and 
access to the Brouilletts Creek. 
Outstanding tract for promising future 
isolated country home building sites 
and/or the serious outdoorsman.

Sellers: Sellers: Deborah Allen & Phillip Bok 

Tract 2: 3.418 +/- acres in Sec. 17 of 
Edgar North Twp. consisting of a 1,288 
sq. ft. country home, a 46’x40’ metal 
pole barn and a old wooden corn crib. 
Great country location with many 
possibilities.

Auction Location: Edgar County 4-H 
Building, Paris, IL.

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Illinois game has meaning
BY TERRY TOWERY
Associated Press

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) 
— Only a few weeks ago, 
mentioning a possible bowl 
bid in the same sentence as 
Illinois might have earned 
more than a few chuckles.

What a difference a few 
wins can make.

Purdue visits Illinois on 
Saturday in a game that has 
implications for the postsea-
son hopes of both teams.

The Illini (3-2, 1-1 Big 
Ten) need only three wins for 
eligibility, And with games 
against Maryland, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, and Northwestern 
looming, a win would give Il-
linois a legitimate shot.

Purdue (2-3, 1-1) has a 
tougher road to make its sec-
ond bowl in a row after three 
close losses this year. The 
Boilermakers need to beat 
Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota 
and Iowa to have a realistic 
chance.

Illinois coach Lovie Smith 
is counting on his aggressive 
ground game against Purdue, 
and for the rest of the season. 
Quarterback AJ Bush, who 
returned against Rutgers after 
missing three games due to a 
hamstring injury, is healthy 
and mobile as ever. The du-
al-threat senior rushed for 
116 yards in the win against 
Rutgers, and joins running 
backs Mike Epstein and Reg-
gie Corbin as major concerns 
for the Boilermaker defense.

“Relentless, that’s just 
what he’s done,” Smith said 

of Corbin. “Reggie can 
make you miss in the open 
field. You just have to stay 
the course, and eventually if 
you’re a good football play-
er, you’ll get an opportunity 
to showcase your skills, and 
that’s what Reggie has done.”

MOVING ON UP
Purdue quarterback David 

Blough is expected to make 
his 30th career start, tying 
two-time Super Bowl winner 
Bob Griese for eighth most by 
a Boilermakers quarterback 
since 1960. Blough would be 
higher had he reclaimed the 

starting job out of preseason 
camp or if he hadn’t had last 
season cut short by a dislocat-
ed right ankle.

“David definitely has taken 
the reigns and ran with it, and 
his ability to be aggressive up 
the field,” Purdue coach Jeff 
Brohm said. “Yet sometimes 
he pulls it down and gets first 
downs when it’s not there, 
which has definitely helped 
our offense.”

ONE-TWO PUNCH
Running back D.J. Knox 

and receiver Rondale Moore 
have given the Boilermak-

ers’ offense a strong scoring 
punch. Knox, a fifth-year se-
nior, and Moore, a true fresh-
man, have combined for 10 
of Purdue’s 18 touchdowns, 
62 percent of the team’s yards 
rushing and 30 percent of 
yards receiving. Not enough? 
They’ve also combined to 
pick up 40 percent of Purdue’s 
non-penalty first downs. Both 
are capable of making big 
plays at any time.

“We’ve got to continue to 
take our shots,” Brohm said. 
“I think it’s important and I 
think it’s important as a play 
caller to take shots and give 
yourself a chance to make a 
play. If some are not work-
ing as much, you have to do 
something different, but we 
do have to throw the ball up 
the field vertically.”

GRAY GHOSTING
For the fifth straight year, Il-

linois will honor Harold “Red” 
Grange,” the Galloping Ghost, 
by wearing special “Gray 
Ghost” alternate uniforms for 
homecoming Saturday.  

The uniforms debuted in 
2014 on the 90th anniversary 
of Grange’s historic home-
coming performance against 
Michigan in the Memorial 
Stadium dedication game on 
Oct. 18, 1924. 

In that game, Grange 
scored four touchdowns and 
racked up 262 total yards in 
the first 12 minutes, then ran 
for a fifth touchdown and 
threw for a sixth to lead the 
Illini to a 39-14 victory.

Special to The Prairie Press

The legend of the Galloping Ghost — Red Grange — began on 
Oct. 18, 1924 in the Illini homecoming game against Michigan. 
Grange scored four touchdowns and racked up 262 yards in 
the first 12 minutes. This year’s Illinois team will continue the 
tradition of honoring Grange by weating special “Gray Ghost” 
alternate uniforms Saturday against Purdue.

Chrisman falls 
to Salt Fork
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHRISMAN — Salt 
Fork won a victory against 
the Chrisman Cardinals in 
volleyball action Thursday, 
Oct. 11, but the Storm had 
to work for the win.

The game went all three 
sets. Chrisman won the 
first round 25-22, but the 
next two sets went to Salt 
Fork at 17-25 and 19-25.

Here are the Chrisman 
varsity stats: Rylee Lor-
ton, 2 digs; Haley Chaney, 
1 ace, 10 kills, 1 assist, 1 
dig; Hannah Lunger, 2 
aces, 1 kill, 21 assists, 1 
dig; Lindsey Franz, 3 kills, 
4 digs; Maecy Johnson, 
3 aces, 5 kills, 4 blocks; 
Kailey Phipp, 1 ace; Kendl 
Lemmon, 1 ace, 1 dig; and 
Clara Wheeler, 4 kills.

Chrisman volleyball is 
now 4-17 for the season 
and the Lady Cardinals re-
turn to play Tuesday, Oct. 
16, at Westville.

CHRISMAN VS OAKWOOD
CHRISMAN – The 

home court advantage 
did not apply when the 
Chrisman volleyball 
team met the Oakwood 

Comets. Oakwood took the 
game in two sets at 14-25 
and 13-25.

Here are the Cardinal var-
sity stats: Haley Chaney, 5 
kills, 3 digs; Hannah Lunger, 
2 aces, 1 kill, 9 assists; Lind-
sey Franz, 4 kills, 1 dig; Mae-
cy Johnson, 3 aces, 1 dig, 1 
block; and Kendl Lemmon: 2 
kills, 3 digs.

CHRISMAN VS. JUDAH 
CHRISTAIN

CHAMPAIGN – It took a 
three-set match but the Chris-
man Cardinals volleyball team 
prevailed over Judah Christian 
Monday, Oct. 8.

The Lady Cardinals pre-
vailed in the first round with 
a 25-17 score. Judah Chris-
tian bounced back in the 
second set at 16-25, and the 
Cardinals reversed that in the 
third session taking the win 
at 25-16.

Here are the Chrisman var-
sity stats: Haley Chaney, 1 ace, 
8 kills, 1 assist, 1 dig; Hannah 
Lunger, 3 aces, 3 kills, 21 as-
sists; Lindsey Franz, 3 kills, 5 
digs; Maecy Johnson, 9 aces, 
5 kills, 3 digs, 1 block; Kailey 
Phipps, 1 dig; Kendl Lem-
mon, 1 ace, 3 kills; and Clara 
Wheeler, 2 kills 

I’ll do it all, just ask!
*Deck cleaning/staining * Fencing 

* Tear outs * Trim work * Drywall * Small 
excavation/land clearing * Demolition

Reliever’s homer shocks Dodgers

BY GENARO C. ARMAS
AP Sports Writer

MILWAUKEE (AP) — 
So they can hit, too.

Reliever Brandon Wood-
ruff stunned ace Clayton 
Kershaw with an early home 
run and Milwaukee’s nor-
mally shutdown bullpen 
held on — barely — as the 
Brewers beat the sloppy Los 
Angeles Dodgers 6-5 Friday 
night in Game 1 of the NL 
Championship Series.

Hard-throwing Josh Ha-
der and the Brewers earned 
their 12th straight win, one 
shy of the franchise record 
set to open the 1987 season.

The Dodgers scored three 
times in the eighth to make 
it 6-4, then nearly tied it 
in the ninth. Chris Taylor 
hit an RBI triple off center 
fielder Lorenzo Cain’s glove 
with two outs before Corey 
Knebel fanned Justin Turner 
to end it.

Kershaw was chased be-
fore he could retire a batter 
in the fourth inning.

Manny Machado hom-
ered and drove in three runs 
for Los Angeles. The Dodg-
ers committed four errors, 
including two by catcher 
Yasmani Grandal, who also 
had two passed balls.

Game 2 is Saturday at 
Miller Park, with Wade Mi-
ley pitching for the Brewers 
against Hyun-Jin Ryu.

Milwaukee manager Craig 
Counsell’s pitching-by-com-

mittee strategy continued to 
be a hit, at least until the late 
innings.

Finally, the hard-throwing 
Knebel restored order by 
striking out Turner. Knebel 
walked Joc Pederson with 
two outs before Taylor’s long 
drive.

Woodruff picked up the 
win and helped himself out 
at the plate.

After starter Gio Gonza-
lez went two innings, nicked 
by Machado’s home run, 
Woodruff entered in the top 
of the third. In the bottom 
half, Woodruff made a sud-
den impact — with his bat.

Woodruff became just 
the third relief pitcher to 
homer in the postseason, 
tagging a three-time NL Cy 
Young Award winner for a 
tying solo drive. Woodruff 
pumped both arms as he 
rounded first base, while 
Kershaw turned away and 
looked down at the ground.

Another miserable Octo-
ber night was just beginning 
for Kershaw, whose regu-
lar-season brilliance has of-
ten disappeared in the post-
season.

And it wasn’t even Chris-
tian Yelich and the Brewers’ 
stars who got to him. Hernan 
Perez hit a sacrifice fly later 
in the third, and pinch-hit-
ter Domingo Santana had a 
two-run single in the fourth 
for a 4-1 lead that chased 
Kershaw from the mound 
with nobody out.

It was the shortest post-
season start of Kershaw’s 
career. He had a 4.65 ERA 
in 10 career appearances, 

including seven starts, going 
into Friday.

That ERA went up after al-
lowing six hits and five runs 
— four earned — in three-
plus innings.

Jesus Aguilar added a solo 
home run in the seventh for 
the Brewers, his second of 
the postseason. Cain went 3 
for 5 and scored a run.

BURGER TIME
Eat up, Milwaukee.
This late-season run 

earned Brewers fans a free 
burger at an area restaurant 
chain.

George Webb Restaurants 
has a long-standing promo-
tion to give away a free burg-
er whenever the Brewers win 
12 straight.

It’s time to dine after a 
dozen.

George Webb planned to 
announce the giveaway date 
and time after the game.

“Who knew that we would 
make it this far and the big-
gest piece of stress going into 
this game would be George 
Webb’s hamburgers?” Coun-
sell said before the game.

They also paid up in 1987.

UP NEXT
It’s another all left-handed 

pitching matchup in Game 
2. Ryu pitched seven shut-
out innings, striking out 
seven and allowing for hits, 
in the Dodgers’ Game 1 vic-
tory over the Braves in the 
Division Series. Ryu is 2-0 
with a 1.96 ERA in four ca-
reer postseason starts. Miley 
is making his second start of 
the postseason, going 4 2/3 

innings in the Brewers’ Divi-
sion Series-clinching victory 
over Colorado on Sunday. 
He is 4-5 with a 3.55 ERA in 
15 career games against the 
Dodgers.

Milwaukee takes 
down Kershaw with 
stunning homer 6-5

WELCOME 
HOME

Real estate listings
& more! 

Pick up your copy  
at local businesses  

and the Paris Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Tourism
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Auto  |   Home  |   Life  |   HeALtH  |   fArm  |   CommerCiAL  |   Workers CompensAtion  |   BondsDimond Bros
Insurance Since 1867

www.DimondBros.com
Follow Us on Facebook:
facebook.com/dimondbros

Your Insurance...
and Your trIck-or-treaters...

are Important to us
Join us at Scare on the Square for a  

fun and safe night of trick-or-treating.

Larkfield  Glass

Sat. October 20th 

(217) 251-1987

West from Paris on 133 / North on 
1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

Live Glass Blowing 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Enjoy glassblowing and choose a one-of-a-kind 
gift for someone special. We can personalize a 

special gift with engraving or etching.

Open House

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Board 
added a potable water ordi-
nance to the books during the 
Wednesday, Oct. 10, regular 
monthly meeting.

“It’s not really a change,” said 
Courtni Hays, director of envi-
ronmental health for the Edgar 
County Health Department. 
“Edgar County doesn’t have a 
water ordinance so we use the 
state law.”

Currently if an Edgar Coun-
ty resident wants to drill a well 
they have to pay the $100 fee 
to the state, which in turn re-
imburses the Edgar County 
Health Department. 

The bigger problem, Hays 
said, comes when people want 
to abandon a well. She said 
people contact the health de-
partment about regulations for 
doing so and when they find 
out they have to apply through 
the state and pay a $100 fee to 

close a well that is the last the 
local health department knows 
about the fate of the proposed 
abandonment.

Hays suspects people either 
don’t move forward because of 
the fee or fill in the well without 
a permit. 

The water ordinance ap-
proved by the county board 
retains the $100 fee for a permit 
to drill a well, which the Edgar 
County Health Department 
can now collect. There is no fee 
to obtain a permit for abandon-
ing a well. 

“When people want to aban-
don a well we want them to 
come to us for the right way 
to do it, but we don’t want to 
charge them. They are doing 
us a favor when they do it and 
we can have a record of where 
abandoned wells are,” said 
Hays.

The county board also ap-
proved a change to the food 
sanitation ordinance to remain 

County approves a water ordinance
compliant with state codes. 

Hays said the state recently 
switched to the Food and Drug 
Administration guidelines but 
the local ordinance was still tied 
to old standards so it was tech-
nically not in compliance.

“We have to move as a coun-
ty to the FDA code,” she said.

The change also sets enforce-
ment policy consistent with the 
FDA rules. Hays said the FDA 
code does not use a scoring sys-
tem so restaurants either pass 
or fail the inspection. Those 
that pass get either a green, yel-
low or red sign to post in the es-
tablishment. The color coding 
reflects the level of violations 
inspectors discovered.

“They may pass but have vi-
olations,” said Hays. “As for the 
food ordinance, when state law 
changes we have to change to 
keep current.”

She told county board mem-
bers all food establishments in 
Edgar County are inspected at 
least annually. Those with vio-
lations are seen more frequent-
ly and restaurants with several 
managers are also subject to 
multiple inspections.

In another health related 
matter, the health department’s 
director Janet Mason reported 
the department is well stocked 
with flu vaccine. The injection 
costs $25 and people can either 
schedule an appointment or 

walk in.
The county board took care 

of several business items during 
the meeting. SmartWatt was se-
lected to do an energy savings 
project for the county. Accord-
ing to the proposal, all money 
the county spends toward en-
ergy efficiency must be budget 
neutral meaning the savings 
from lower consumption either 
equals or exceeds the expendi-
ture. SmartWatt also proposes 
building a solar collector array 
at the Edgar County Airport so 
the county can generate elec-
tricity and take advantage of net 
metering from utility suppliers. 

Construction of the solar 
array depends on the county 
being selected for state funding.

A new fee schedule for filing 
documents associated with real 
estate transfers was approved. 
This action was also driven by 
a change to state law, but it is 
not popular with Edgar Coun-
ty Clerk and Recorder August 
Griffin. 

“I am completely opposed 
to the legislation,” said Griffin, 
adding it was an attempt by 
the legislature to have every 
county charge the same for re-
cording, but it stopped short 
of that and does allow some 
discretion.

Currently, the clerk’s office 
charges $65 for the first four 
pages of a document and $1 

per page after that. The new law 
prohibits a per page charge. The 
new filing charge starting Jan. 1 
is $69, based on a recent cost 
study, regardless of how many 
pages are involved.

“We will see a decrease in our 
revenue in the recording fees, 
but I’m not sure how much,” 
said Griffin.

Wipfli Accounting won the 
bid to prepare the county’s 
next audit. The accounting firm 
submitted a three-year bid of 
$31,000 the first year, $31,500 
the second and $32,750 the 
third year. In addition, there is 
a lump sum price of $3,500 for 
a single audit if necessary. The 
single audit is required when 
the county receives more than 
$500,000 in federal funds. It 
was the lowest proposal of the 
three submitted to audit the 
county’s books. 

Courthouse holidays are 
getting switched around. The 
Illinois Supreme Court Ad-
ministrative Office has set 
2019 holidays for the courts 
and offices of circuit clerks as: 
New Year’s Day, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, Lincoln’s Birthday, 
Washington’s Birthday, Memo-
rial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Columbus Day, 
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, 
the day following Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.  

Griffin noted the county has 

traditionally added Good Fri-
day to the list and employees 
not associated with the courts 
asked to switch Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day for Christmas Eve. 

According to Griffin, the vol-
ume of business coming into 
the courthouse is negligible on 
Christmas Eve.

The board approved the 
switch but it does not alter the 
court holidays. So on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day the circuit 
clerk’s office and judges’ cham-
bers will be closed while other 
county offices are open. The 
legal offices will be open on 
Good Friday and Christmas 
Eve when other employees are 
getting a day off.

 A resolution supporting 
the Second Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution was ap-
proved. 

Board member Dan Brun-
er said the resolution as first 
presented several months ago 
by a county resident sought to 
declare Edgar County a sanctu-
ary against firearms legislation 
passed by the General Assem-
bly.

“That’s illegal. We can’t do 
that,” said Bruner.

The revised resolution, said 
board member John Chit-
tick, simply states the second 
amendment exists and the 
county board supports the 
right of citizens to own guns.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Eastern Illinois Food-
bank is distributing a truck-
load of food to hungry area 
families from 10-11:30 a.m. 
Oct. 27 at the Paris Fire Train-
ing Facility, 11400 Cherry 
Point Street.

 All Edgar County residents 
who meet income eligibility 
criteria are welcome to par-
ticipate. Those receiving food 
must bring boxes or bags to 
transport food away from the 
site. The Foodbank does not 
supply such items during the 

distribution.
The Foodmobile distribu-

tion comes at a critical mo-
ment for area residents. Data 
released by Feeding America, 
the nation’s network of food 
banks, shows a staggering 14 
percent of people in eastern 
Illinois are considered food 
insecure, which means they 
sometimes lack adequate ac-
cess to food. More shockingly, 
nearly 20 percent of children 
are food insecure.

All eligible residents of Ed-
gar County who are in need 
of food and grocery prod-

ucts are welcome to attend 
the Foodmobile distribu-
tion. To be eligible, a house-
hold must not exceed these 
maximum monthly income 
limits: one-person house-
hold, $1,872; two-mem-
ber household, $2,538; 
three-member household, 
$3,204; four-member house-
hold, $3,870; five-member 
household, $4,536; six-mem-
ber household, $5,202; 
seven-member household, 
$5,868; or eight-member 
household, $6,534.

The distribution is part of 

the Foodbank’s Foodmobile 
Program, a system of mobile 
food pantries designed to 
help bring nutritious food to 
areas of chronic or extreme 
need. Local companies and 
organizations are invited to 
contribute toward a one-
day distribution of food and 
optionally participate in the 
distribution process. The cost 
to partner with the Foodbank 
on a Foodmobile distribu-
tion is $3,000.

More information is avail-
able at www.eifoodbank.org 
and clicking find help.

Foodbank distribution is October 27
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Duke, the beagle, died in 
1980. 

With his demise in his 
11th year, 
people who 
knew him 
danced in 
the streets. 
Dogcatch-
ers threw a 
party and 
drank them-
selves into 
a stupor at 
the local bar. 
The police, to a man, terrified 
of Duke, finally felt safe. Min-
isters led their flocks praising 
the Lord.

We bought Duke from a 
little boy, who appeared at 
our door with a basket full 
of beagle pups. He wanted 
$5, per pup. We told him no; 
he started crying – sobbing, 
really. He said the pups would 
die if he did not sell them.

The kid was good; he knew 
how to play on our emotions. 
The pups would die conjured 
visions of the tiny creatures 
being executed at sunrise. 
At that point, my wife and I 
surrendered, gave the kid $5 
for a pup and another five for 
his theatrics.

I chose a pup. The creature 
showed his tiny teeth when 
I picked him up. My wife 
backed away, and I dismissed 
her warning that, maybe, just 
maybe, I made a bad choice. A 
woman’s instincts are uncan-
ny; where that comes from, I 
do not know. 

Sometimes, a man should 
listen to his wife, but, usually, 
we do not. It goes back to the 
caveman thing. “Honey, be 
careful around a mastodons, 
they have big feet, and really 
get mad when you poke at 
them with those little sticks.”

The smartest dog ever, may-
be. He was definitely, one of 
the orneriest. Died in his sleep. 
He exited the world, most like-
ly dreaming of what nefarious, 
diabolical, outrageous thing he 
would do the next day.

The full extent of Duke’s 
personality manifested itself 
shortly after we got him. 
Apparently, I did not pull my 
hand away quick enough when 
I filled his food dish; he bit me, 
accompanying it with a growl. 
He meant business.

Duke did not discriminate 
in his biting. Young, or old, 
it did not matter. On one 
occasion, the dogcatcher 
(eventually, fired for his cruelty 
to animals), stuffed Duke into 
the trunk of his car. He paid 
the price for his treatment 
when he opened the lid.

The dog had a singular 
talent for escaping from our 
backyard. He climbed over the 
wire fence. We replaced it with 
a picket fence. He chewed a 
hole through it. We plugged 
the holes; he went to work on 
another.  He dug holes and es-
caped. He unlatched the gate.

Recently, an article ap-
peared in the newspaper listing 
the 10 smartest dog breeds. I 
read it with disdain – the good 
dog stuff. If Duke had been 
able to read a newspaper, he 
would have snarled and done a 
Number 1 on it.

But, you could not be sure 

It is time to turn on your oven. 
That is what my son Matt said 

when he called from Denver. He 
said he turned on 
his oven and made 
chocolate chip 
cookies.  Cooler 
weather puts ev-
eryone in a baking 
mood.  I was glad 
for the cool tem-
peratures  when 
I made five pies, 
three for the Altru-
sa pie sale at the 
Honeybee Festival 
and two for birthday friends. The 
Altrusa pie sale sold out and greatly 
helped our scholarship fund and 
other service projects we do such 
as maintaining the Reading on the 
Road trailer. During the Honeybee 
Festival the trailer was put to good 
use as over 350 books were given 
out to area school children.  All  
Altrusa members were grateful for 
cooler weather to bake pies and for 
the people who purchased them. 
If you’re wondering, the money 
raised for Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library only goes to the Imagina-
tion Library and cannot be used for 
other Altrusa projects. 

A Hoosier friend was visiting 
with me the other day and said 
weather makes no difference to 
her, she loves to bake year round. 
She graciouly shared a few of her 
favorite recipes which I am happy 
to pass on to you. She did ask 
however to please not use her last 
name. Martha is one of those ladies 
who is very humble and does not 
crave asknowledgement. I like to 
think of her as  Mrs. Generous. 
She lives alone and gives away the 
major part of what she makes to 
friends and family. Too bad I don’t 
live closer. 

Martha makes  pecan rolls and 
also tea rings from the same sweet 
dough recipe. Apparently when 
she was first married 63 years 
ago she received a Betty Crocker 
Cookbook and a Kitchen Aid mixer 
from her parents. After 63 years the 
recipe is memorized. Her mixer is 
still mixing and so is mine, which is 
40 years old. Both of us agree it is 
essential to have one if you love to 
bake. Wish they made all applianc-
es like that. 

Swedish tea rings are another 
one of Martha’s specialties.

Apple dumplings are perfect for 
this time of year with fresh apples 
from an orchard or from your own 
tree.  

One last comment about my 

Many of us old timers were 
little kids when the television 
craze impacted the United 

States. In 
1946 there 
were about 
a dozen T.V. 
stations in 
the nation 
with only 
a few 
thousand 
receivers 
(TV sets). 
By 1956 
T.V. stations 

had expanded to 450 with 34 
million receivers. Homes with 
TVs required tall antennae 
or shorter rooftop versions. 
Mockingbirds loved to perch 
on them and sing their beau-
tiful song. When approaching 
a small city or town you could 
view forests of these antennae.

TV sets then were strictly 
black and white and required 
considerable adjusting. Snow 
frequently flooded the screen, 
especially if you lived far 
from the station. Horizontal 
lines or vertical lines often 
danced across the screen, also, 
requiring fine tuning. You 
had to adjust small knobs to 
correct. No remote controls. In 
addition, one needed to turn 
the antenna different direc-
tions, depending on which TV 
station was being viewed. If 
lucky you might receive three 
to five stations maximum.

Nationwide, thousands of 
people were employed in the 
TV industry. Local stores sold 
many sets, and almost every 
town had at least one service 
technician who earned a living 
installing and repairing TV sets 
and antennae.

Western shows and come-
dies were extremely popular to 
watch. So were sporting events, 
especially baseball’s world se-
ries and our state’s annual high 
school basketball tournament. 
Some people didn’t own TVs. 
They often visited neighbors 
to watch their favorite weekly 
program. My dad and I went 
to a neighbor every Thursday 
night to view Dragnet and 
Amos & Andy. One huge 
impact nationwide was to 
cause people to stay home 
much of their time to watch 
TV. For one thing, it caused 
many movie theaters to go out 
of business.

Another TV program was 
pro wrestling. We lived near 
Evansville, which featured 
three stations. This large city 
boasted a wrestling arena and 
their own group of wrestlers. 
Some were good guys you 
loved and bad guys (dirty 
cheaters) you hated. Referees 
back then appeared to be hon-
est, unlike those of today who 
merely decorate the ring. Peo-
ple took wrestling seriously, 
not realizing the good and bad 
guys were actually friends who 
showered in the same dressing 
room. One of my favorites was 
a good guy named Chief. He 
was an Indian. He was always 
victimized by dirty tricks, such 
as hair pulling. When his fate 
looked grim, he’d become 
fed up and whooped like a 
warrior, running, dancing and 
bouncing off ropes, applying 
tomahawk chops with his 
hands. The crowds went abso-
lutely wild with joy as he laid 
out his victims.

Families shopped down-
town on Saturday nights. 
Howey’s Furniture always 
featured a live TV set inside 
a sidewalk window. Lots of 
bystanders would observe. 
They, too, cheered when a bad 
guy caught his lunch.

One of the funnier stories 
related to TVs was related by 
a service installer-repairman 
named Leon. He was called 
to fix a TV set in someone’s 
home.

“My wife and I will be at 
work, but we’ll leave the door 
unlocked. Just do your thing. 
I’ll stop by your shop and pay 
the bill later.” The husband 
said.

So, Leon enters the home 
with his tool kits and knelt on 
his knees to work on the TV. 
While doing this a very noisy 
miniature white poodle drove 
him half-crazy, making it diffi-
cult to concentrate. The poodle 
yap-yapped incessantly. After a 
few minutes Leon had enough. 
He tapped the little dog with 

The first 
televisions

Rolling in dough

He was not 
a good dog

See REYNOLDS, Page 9B

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

The column last week 
addressed the fundamental 
makeup of matter. There has 
to be some glue, which holds 
particles together and in 
science that is force. 

It was incorrectly stated 
the force involved with beta 
decay is strong nuclear, but 
it should have read weak nu-
clear. This is a good example 
of why professional science 
papers are slow to publish, 
because they go through 
rigorous peer review for 
content and clarity.

All forces can be classified 
into four categories. The 
standard model in science 
classifies forces as gravity, 
electromagnetism, weak nu-
clear or strong nuclear. Mod-
ern science exploded in 1687 
when Newton published 
“Principia.” His theory of 
universal gravitation moved 
us into a new, scientific era of 

prediction.
The force of gravity is 

exerted by a mass and its 
magnitude 
depends 
on the size 
of the mass 
and the 
distance 
between 
the masses. 
The force 
varies di-
rectly with 
mass and 

inversely with the square of 
the distance between masses. 
That’s just math speak to say 
if the mass triples then the 
force is three times stronger. 
If the distance doubles then 
the force is one-fourth as 
strong. With the equation, it 
is possible to determine force 
and motion.

It was Einstein who 
explained how gravity is 

created. The force is due to 
the way mass distorts space. 
The largest mass makes the 
biggest bend in space and all 
smaller masses slide downhill 
toward it.

 The force propagates out 
as waves of gravity. Quantum 
theory states every force can 
be defined as a wave, but can 
also be viewed as a particle. 
This is wave-particle duality, 
and the theoretical particle of 
gravity is the graviton.

 Electricity and magnetism 
were solved with Maxwell’s 
equations in 1865. Charge 
is either positive or negative. 
Opposite charges attract and 
like charges repel. 

Just like gravity, the force 
varies directly with the 
amount of charge and in-
versely with the square of the 
distance. The equations are 
identical. Electromagnetic 
(EM) force can be viewed as 

a wave of light or as a particle, 
and the force carrier is called 
a photon. 

An atom has electrons or-
biting around a dense central 
nucleus with electromagnetic 
force holding the elec-
trons in orbit and bonding 
atoms to make molecules. 
A DNA strand is a series 
of molecules, which break 
and reform using links held 
together by electromagnetic 
force.

The other two forces were 
not quantified until about 
1930. Linus Pauling and 
Enrico Fermi were striving 
to explain radioactive decay 
and nuclear reactions. The 
two nuclear forces only act at 
subatomic distances so the 
forces are confined to the size 
of protons and neutrons.

The two nuclear forces 
are named strong and weak. 
They are responsible for 

holding the smallest particles 
together. 

The weak force was pos-
tulated to explain Beta radi-
ation. It is the force released 
when a neutron splits into a 
proton and an electron, and 
the total charge remains zero. 
The split releases an electron, 
proton and antielectron-neu-
trino (type of antimatter). 
The antimatter neutrino 
is the size of a photon and 
has no charge. It can travel 
through anything and easily 
passes through miles of rock. 
The particle source for the 
weak nuclear force is W and 
Z-boson. One is for matter 
and one for antimatter.

A strong nuclear force is 
carried by gluons holding 
together quarks. It takes three 
quarks to make a proton and 
three for a neutron. Quarks 
repel but can be bound by 

Physicists: the real-life masters of the force

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

See CODGER, Page 9B

See RECIPES, Page 9B

RUTH 
PATCHETT
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

PECAN ROLLS

1/2 recipe of sweet roll dough 
     2 T. melted butter

1/4 cup sugar   
      2 Tsp. cinnamon

1/2 cup butter   
      1/2 cup brown sugar

3/4 cup pecan halves or chopped  
          pecans

Roll dough into 15 x 9 inch rectangle. 
Spread dough with 2 T. melted butter 
and sprinkle top with mixture of 1/4 cup 
sugar and cinnamon. Roll up , starting 
at wide side, and pinch edges of dough 
into roll to seal. Stretch roll to make it 
even. Cut roll into 15 slices. I like to use 
a piece of thread to do this but you can 
also use a sharp knife.  Prepare 9x 13 
inch pan using 1/2 cup melted butter 

and 1/2 cup brown sugar spead across 
bottom. Add nuts over top of sugar 
butter mixture and place rolls evenly 
over top so they have room to rise. Allow 
to rise until double and then bake for 
25-30 minutes in preheated 375 degree  
oven. After baking immediately turn pan 
over on large tray (and let sit for one 
minute so topping can drizzle on rolls 
like an upside down cake.

SWEDISH TEA RING

Use 1/2 recipe of sweet roll dough  
      2 T. melted butter

1/2 cup brown sugar packed  
      2 tsp. cinnamon

1/2 cup raisins 

Roll dough into rectangle 15 x 9 
inches. Spread with melted butter and 
sprinkle with sugar, cinnamon and 
raisins. Roll up starting at wide end and 
pinch end of dough into roll and shape 
into a ring. Pinch ends together. With 
kitchen shears, make cuts 2/3 of the 
way through ring at 1 inch intervals. 
Turn each section on side and let rise 
until double. Bake 25-30 minutes. Frost 

while warm if desired and garnish with 
marachino cherries and nuts. 

friend who cooks all these delicious 
items.  

Years ago I met her granddaugh-
ter Payton, when she was soph-
omore in high school.  She was a 
gracious young lady and so very 
kind to everyone, especially older 

people. My mother-in-law June, 
now in her late 90s still talks about 
her at times. 

Now in veterinary school, Pay-
ton is in the profession she aspired 
to years ago and I am sure she is 

SWEET ROLL DOUGH

2 pkg. active dry yeast  
     1/2 cup warm water (105-115)

1/2 cup lukewarm milk scalded  
        then cooled   

1/2 cup sugar
1 tsp. salt   

     2 eggs
1/2 cup butter softened  

     4 1/2 to 5 cups flour
Dissolve yeast in warm water. Stir 

in milk, sugar, salt, eggs, butter and 2 
1/2 cups flour. Beat till smooth. Mix 

in enough remaining flour to make 
dough easy to handle. Turn dough 
onto a lightly floured surface and 
knead until smooth and elastic. Dough 
hooks on a standard mixer work great 
as you will not add too much extra 
flour as you might if kneading by 
hand. I love the feel of kneading dough 
so I like to knead by hand. Place in a 
greased bowl and turn greased side 
up. Cover and let rise in a warm place 
until double. Punch down dough and 
use for making pecan rolls or Swedish 
tea ring.
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SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: 
Submit news of your anniversary, 
engagement, wedding or birth for 
free: email nzeman@prairiepress.
net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 
N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

Tucker birth
Bennett and Lindsay Tuck-

er of Aiken, S.C., are the par-
ents of their second child, a 
daughter, born Oct. 4, 2018, 
at University Hospital, Ga. 
Her name is Laurel Bennett 
Tucker.

Paternal grandparents are 
Bill and Sandy Tucker of Aik-
en. Maternal grandparents are 
David and Maggie Sacks of 
Aiken.

Laurel was welcomed home 
by a brother, Nathan. 

Henness’ 
65th 
Anniversary

Robert “Bob” Henness  and 
Gaylia Osborn Henness, of 
Paris, are planning their 65th 
wedding anniversary.

The couple was married 
Oct. 21,1953, by the bride’s 
father the Rev. John Osborn.

They are the parents of 
Valorie (Bill) Eversole of 
Shelbyville, Tracy (Kathy) 
Henness of South Beloit, 
Dana Henness of Paris, Rob 
Henness of Chrisman, Ellen 
(Steve) Webb of Paris and 
Gregg (Darcy) Henness of 
Savoy. They have nine grand-
children and 15 great-grand-
children. Two grandchildren 
are deceased.

A celebration will be held at 
a later date.

Cards may be sent to them 
at 818 W. Madison, Paris, and 
the couple requests no gifts.

MASTER GARDENERS

Special to The Prairie Press

Mary Kay North, Chrisman, left, accepts an Outstanding 
State Award recognizing her contributions the Edgar County 
Master Gardener program. Tony Franklin, right, associate 
director field operations for the University of Illinois Exten-
sion makes the presentation. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Teresa Vrzina, Redmon, receives a Sustained Excellence 
award for her contributions to the Edgar County Master Gar-
deners program. Tony Franklin, right, associate director field 
operations for the University of Illinois Extension makes the 
presentation. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — East-
ern Illinois University is gear-
ing up for next week’s 2018 
Homecoming festivities, and 
university members are invit-
ing its community members, 
alumni, friends and support-
ers to participate in the annual 

event at celebrations across a 
variety of locations on campus, 
600 Lincoln Ave., Charleston.

Weeklong events include 
a Spirit Cup Competition as 
various areas and organizations 
across campus decorate and 
celebrate; a Paint the Town 
and Campus Blue campaign to 
rally community for their sup-

EIU affirms “This is Who We Are” with festivities

PCH Volunteers’ 

Mon, Oct. 22  Tues, Oct. 23 
 

9am−4pm 


Join Us For

Drink 
included

$8.99

1218 N. Main Street 
Paris, IL

217.466.1610

Including salad bar, pizza & fried chicken

Lunch Buffet
Monday-Saturday

11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday Brunch
8 a.m. - 10 a.m. - Breakfast - $7.99 Includes Drink

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Lunch - $9.99 Includes Drink

Includes
Drink

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

PORK CHOPS
Regular and BBQ seasoned chops

NEW AT LIBRARY

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

These items are among 
those added to the Paris Pub-
lic Library’s collection during 
September.

NONFICTION
A Deal with the Devil – Blake 
Ellis & Melanie Hicken
Girl, Wash Your Face – Rachel 
Hollis
The Good Neighbor: the Life 
& Work of Fred Rogers – Max-
well King
Eat at Home Tonight – Tiffany 
King
Something Wonderful: Rod-
gers & Hammerstein’s Broad-
way Revolution – Todd S. Pur-
dum
The Byline Bible – Susan Sha-
piro
Fear – Bob Woodward

FICTION 
Robert B. Parker’s Colorblind 
(+ large print) – Reed Farrel 
Coleman
Shadow Tyrants (large print) – 
Clive Cussler
Vox (large print) – Christina 
Dalcher
A Willing Murder – Jude De-
veraux
The Half-Life of Everything – 
Deborah Carol Gang
True Fiction – Lee Goldberg
Button Man – Andrew Gross
Field of Bones – J.A. Jance
Depth of Winter – Craig John-
son
The Other Woman – Sandi 
Jones
Walking Shadows – Faye Kell-
erman
Second Chance at Two Love 
Lane – Kieran Kramer

port; Billy the Panther visits 
to area schools; and Paws for 
a Cause — a campus-commu-
nity fund drive and relief effort 
supporting Charleston-based 
charities.

In addition, many of EIU’s 
2018 Homecoming festivi-
ties will offer prizes and give-
aways. Daily events begin 
Monday, October 15, with 
a Rush Hour on the Library 
Quad from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 16, features 
“Golf Cart Trivia” as the Prowl 
Patrol offers its version of 
“Cash Cab” on campus featur-
ing EIU trivia.

 Wednesday, October 17, 
Eastern offers a Blue-B-Que 
Faculty/Staff Appreciation 
Luncheon and a Glow Bowl-
ing Mixer with mocktails, ap-
petizers, bowling and bingo at 
the Union Bowling Alley from 
7 to 9 p.m.  Thursday, October 
18, has another Rush Hour 
on the Library Quad from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Friday, October 19, Alumni 
Services hosts the 50th Class 
Reunion for the Class of 1968 
with a 4 p.m. tour, a 5 p.m. so-
cial hour and a 6 p.m. dinner 
ceremony in the Union’s Uni-
versity Ballroom. 

Homecoming coronation 
and a pep rally are later that 
evening, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
in the south end of McAfee 
Gymnasium. 

By Saturday, October 20, 
Eastern Illinois Homecoming 

is in full swing. A full Saturday 
of events is planned, and in-
cludes:
nThe Rotary Pancake 

Breakfast from 6:30 to 10 a.m. 
in the Dirty’s Restaurant park-
ing lot, just east of Old Main.
nThe 19th Annual Home-

coming 2.5K Race begins at 9 
a.m. with participants of all ages 
from the EIU and Charleston 
communities involved. Spon-
sored by the City of Charles-
ton Tourism Department with 
EIU’s Department of Recre-
ation Administration Festivals 
& Special Events class, prizes 
and awards will be given to 
the top-place finishers in each 
division. More information at 
http://www.eiu.edu/home-
coming/race.php. 
nEIU’s 2018 Homecoming 

Parade begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
EIU Homecoming Parade is 
an annual tradition with over 
100 campus and community 
entries consisting of floats, 
bands and decorated cars that 
move through town, ending 
at the tailgate area of O’Brien 
Stadium. More information at 
http://www.eiu.edu/home-
coming/parade.php. 
nAlumni Tent City is open 

from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
in the O’Brien Field Tailgate 
Area. Food and beverag-
es, compliments of the EIU 
Alumni Association, will be 
served.
nThe 2018 Homecom-

ing Game pits the EIU Pan-

thers against Ohio Valley 
Conference foe Tennes-
see-Martin at 2 p.m. at 
O’Brien Field. Students 
and community members 
will pack the stands with 
blue to support the EIU 
football team and earn 
opportunities to win free 
prizes. Game tickets are 
available at http://www.ei-
upanthertickets.com/ or at 
the gate. Adult tickets are 
$20 each with discounts 
offered for youths, high 
school students, senior cit-
izens, and EIU faculty and 
staff. 
nThe 2018 Alumni 

Awards Dinner begins with 
a 6 p.m. cocktail reception 
and a 7 p.m. awards dinner 
in the Grand Ballroom of 
the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union. The 
dinner will honor 10 EIU 
alumni for their outstand-
ing achievements. Tickets 
are $30 a person and can 
be ordered at http://www.
eiu.edu/alumni/event_
register.php?event=160. 
Awards recipient biog-
raphies also are available 
at http://www.eiu.edu/
alumni/. 

A full listing of addition-
al events for students, fac-
ulty and staff, community 
members and EIU alumni 
is available at http://www.
eiu.edu/homecoming/in-
dex.php.

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, Oct. 9, with 17 members 
weighing in and 17 members 

TOPS #IL 2318 meets in October
attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Marcy Heminger, 
TOPS weekly loser; Marion 
Pate, KOPS drawing win-
ner; Nancy Norman and 
Verna Smith, tied for three-
week loser; Myndy Wooten 
won the predict your weight 
game; Sharon Phillips, top 
walker; and Janice Stevens, 
top exerciser.

Heminger gave a pro-
gram about intermittent 
fasting.

TOPS #IL. 2318 meets 
every Tuesday in the base-
ment of the Presbyterian 
Church. Weigh-in is from 
5:45-6:50 p.m., and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. More 
information is available 
by calling 217-808-0078 
or 217-822-6300.
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Even though the citizens of Vandalia 
built a new capitol building in 1837 it 
was not enough to prevent Springfield 
becoming the state’s capital city. 

Some legislators wanted to move 
the capital away from Vandalia in favor 
of a more central location. In 1833, 
Illinois voters had the opportunity 
to choose between keeping Vandalia 
or moving the capital to Jacksonville, 
Springfield, Peoria, Alton or a site 
more centrally located but without an 
established town as the location for the 
state’s government. 

Alton garnered a slim majority 
but after a procedural problem 
was discovered a second vote in 
the legislature occurred. Abraham 
Lincoln and his fellow legislators from 
Sangamon County pushed Springfield 
through on this vote.

Construction of a new capitol 
building in Springfield started in 
1837 with the goal to be ready for the 
legislature in 1840. 

The structure was made of 
limestone quarried from nearby Sugar 
Creek and hauled to the building site. 
It was the first Illinois capitol building 
of real significance and was laid out 
by architect John Rague. This fifth 
building for the Illinois capitol actually 
had room for all needed offices and 
meeting rooms for a state government. 

While looking at the unique 
columns in the front of the Greek 
Revival style building, the visible 
red streaks give testament to the 
iron found in the limestone. It is an 
attractive building with its different 
colors of limestone and a rotunda 
with a red domed roof. It is located 
on a three-acre plot of ground with an 
antique iron fence surrounding the 
landscaped courtyard. 

The main floor has offices on one 
side for the auditor (state treasurer) 
and secretary of state with a large state 
library between them. Across the hall 
is the supreme court space, a smaller 
library for state officials and needed 
committee rooms and offices. 

In the center of the main floor is an 
impressive stairway that leads upward 
in all four directions with the interior 
of the large rotunda visible above the 
stairways. The second floor was laid 
out with Representative Chamber on 
the west side and the Senate Chamber 
on the east side. Also on the second 
story are the offices of the governor 
and attorney general. 

The building was completely 
reconstructed in the 1960s and was 
recognized as a National Historic 
landmark. This building, when 

occupied, was so much more than 
the first capitol building at Kaskaskia 
which the state did not own, but 
rented for $4 a day.

A good many politicians served in 
the capitol building, but it is probably 
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen 
Douglas who are best known. Douglas 
was an Illinois State representative 
and sat on the Illinois State Supreme 
Court. He was known as the “Little 
Giant” because of his small stature 
but great oratory skills. He went on 
to serve in the U.S. House and Senate 
and even ran for president, but was 
defeated by Abraham Lincoln of the 
new Republican Party. 

Of course, Lincoln is the most 
important man associated with the 
history of the Old State Capitol. He 
served in the state legislature, tried 
cases in the Illinois Supreme Court 
and gave his famous House Divided 
Speech there June 16, 1858, as the 
Republican candidate for the U. S. 
Senate. He was defeated by Douglas, 

but this noteworthy presentation 
helped him in his effort to become 
president of our country. The Lincoln-
Douglas debates also were influential 
in that effort. 

Lincoln’s final laying in state after 
his death was in this building for 
Illinoisans to honor him. A replica of 
his stovepipe hat is found in the library 
here and his signature while signing 
out for a loaned book for Stephen 
Trigg Logan is found in the same 
room. Logan was a law partner and an 
Illinois circuit judge. 

Just across the street from the 
capitol building is where Lincoln’s 
law office was. At one time it read 
Lincoln-Herndon law offices, but now 
it can be recognized as the front of a 
business labeled S. M. Tinsley & Co. 
wholesale dry goods. It is just a stone’s 
throw from the old capitol building, 
but a strong reminder that Lincoln 
was an essential distinguished citizen 
and leader of our country from 
Springfield. 

BY STEVE TARTER
Of the (Peoria) Journal Star

(Editor’s note: The weekly 
Illinois Bicentennial series is 
brought to you by the Illinois 
Associated Press Media Editors 
and Illinois Press Association. 
More than 20 newspapers are 
creating stories about the state’s 
history, places and key moments 
in advance of the Bicentennial 
on Dec. 3, 2018. Stories 
published up to this date can be 
found at 200illinois.com.)

Peoria wasn’t always 
a company town. It was 
a distillery town, a farm 
implement town and a river 
town before the Caterpillar 
Tractor Company set up shop.

A bond developed between 
company and town that 
became a mutually-beneficial 
relationship.

Caterpillar rose to 
international prominence on 

the strength of rugged, reliable 
earthmoving machines while 
the Peoria area gained jobs — 
not only in bustling factories 
but at the headquarters of 
a Fortune 100 company, a 
rare distinction for a city of a 
population of 100,000.

But in 2017, that symbiotic 

relationship underwent a 
dramatic change. Caterpillar 
announced two things that 
reverberated across central 
Illinois: one, the company 
ditched plans for an expansive 
office project in Downtown 
Peoria that Caterpillar had 
promised with great fanfare 

just two years earlier, and, two, 
the corporate headquarters 
would move to the Chicago 
area.

Peoria would remain 
Caterpillar’s home, the 
company stated, emphasizing 
that 12,000 employees would 
remain in central Illinois while 
some 300 executives and staff 
would work out of corporate 
offices in Deerfield.

Peoria Mayor Jim Ardis 
expressed appreciation for the 
employees that stayed behind 
but called the news, “a punch 
in the gut.” State Sen. Dave 
Koehler said, “It’s something 
that everyone feared, but had 
hoped would never happen.”

The city now has fears of 
future announcements from 
Caterpillar management, 
headed by new CEO Jim 
Umpleby and board chairman 
Dave Calhoun, who heads 

the Blackstone Investment 
Group, that more jobs might 
be sent out of town.

While Peoria was jolted 
by Caterpillar’s actions last 
year, it’s no secret the U.S. 
manufacturing scene has 
changed mightily since 
30,000 people were employed 
at central Illinois Caterpillar 
plants in the early 1970s. That 
was a time when most of 
Caterpillar’s machines were 
assembled in Illinois — in 
plants at Joliet, Aurora and 
Decatur as well as across the 
Peoria area.

Now Caterpillar has 
more factories overseas — 
76 — than it does in the 
United States where 62 
plants operate. Caterpillar 
maintains 25 plants in China 
alone. When it comes to 
opening plants in this country, 

COMPILED BY NED JENISON
 Former Editor and Publisher
 Paris Beacon-News

The following articles are taken 
from the pages of the Paris Daily 
Beacon for the week of Oct. 7-13, 
1918, and from the pages of the 
Paris Beacon-News for the same 
week in 1968, reflecting the events 
of the Paris community exactly 100 
and 50 years ago this week.

PARIS SCHOOLS REMAIN OPEN
At a meeting of the school 

board, no action was taken in 
regard to closing the schools on 
account of the influenza. There are 
about 20 cases to 500 pupils and 
the board does not think it best 
to close the schools at this time 
but will be glad to comply with any 
request of the board of health and 
Mayor Hoff in regard to the matter.

HOG STEALING CHARGE  
Charles Johnson, another alleged 

member of the hog stealing band 
which has been doing a land office 
business in Edgar County for the past 
two years, was arrested Tuesday.

Farmers who have been 
suffering from the depredations of 
the organized band of thieves say 
they have lost hundreds of hogs 
and other property of much value.

The sheriff has located between 
40 and 50 hogs that have been 
stolen and sold at 16 different places.

SCHOOLS CLOSED BY MAYOR  
Following the announcement 

that something like 300 pupils 
were out of the various schools 
in the city, many suffering from 
Spanish influenza, Mayor W. H. 
Hoff Friday ordered the schools, 
moving picture houses, pool rooms 
and other places of congestion, 
including the churches, be closed.

The great amount of publicity 
given the spread of the disease in the 
East, and the announcement that 
several persons had died as a result 
of the disease, put the public in a 
somewhat panicky state of mind.

JEWELER DIES OF INFLUENZA 
Carroll Bradshaw, 39 years old, a 

well-known jeweler, died Thursday 
night at his home on Prairie Street, 
as the result of Spanish influenza. 
His wife and daughter Mary are 
victims of the disease.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
KIWANIS TRAVELOGUES  

The Paris Kiwanis Club has 
announced its new season of 
Travel and Adventure color 
motion pictures for the 1968-69 
Travelogue Season.

The series of six programs will 
be held on Thursday evenings at 
the First Christian Church. Project 
chairman is Julio Batista.

TEA FOR NEWCOMERS 
The Paris Newcomers Club 

members will be guests at a 
tea for new residents of the 
community, to be held at the 
home of Mrs. U. Gordon Colson, 
Sulphur Springs. All women who 
have moved into the community 
within the past year are invited.

CHURCH COMING DOWN      
Possibly the second oldest 

standing church building in Paris, 
the former Methodist Protestant 
Church on North Main Street 
at the end of Andrew, is coming 
down, bowing to old age and the 
wrecker’s attack. The church 
building was built in 1888 and 
served until the congregation 
merged with Trinity Methodist 
Church in the 1940s. In later years 
it was part of the Foley junkyard.

CARTER BUYS SCHOOLS  
Three additional school 

properties of Community Unit 
Two were sold for a total price of 
$26,300 at auction.

The two major school 
properties, Young America High 
School and Redmon Junior High 
School, were purchased by E. M. 
”Nick” Carter of Paris. Carter’s 
successful bid for Young America 
High School was $18,000 and for 
Redmon school $7,000. 

OUT OF THE PAST Caterpillar is crawling out

Common Core is an 
academic illusion.  

The idea for standard-
izing the 
education 
of many 
academic 
classes is 
not alto-
gether bad, 
but under 
closer 
inspection 
it is not 
necessarily 
for the good. 

If a student is mobile and 
has to attend many schools 
it seems to fit the scheme of 
a continuing structure for 
many of the same courses. 
That means using a similar 
time frame and the expecta-
tions are similar. 

If Sally is in a reading 
class, no matter what 
school, she would see the 
same lesson at about the 
same timing. However, that 
means every school sched-
ule is the same and the 
classes of each subject are 
arranged nearly the same. 
Good teachers, however, 
have to adapt to the needs 
of the class and sometimes 
it means they are ahead 
of or behind the national 
schedule. 

As far as I know,o our 
schools have not been 
completely nationalized 
yet. Thankfully all schools 
move at a different pace, 
which is dependent on the 
understanding of their les-
sons by the students. Many 
times more information for 
understanding the lesson 
needs to be implemented 
and that puts the timing in 
jeopardy. Many times an 
exceptional class can move 
through information more 
quickly.

Students do not learn 
at the same rate in under-
standing before moving on 
to the next lesson. It should 
be the goal of every teacher 
to see that each student is 
doing his or her very best at 
every moment. 

What happens when the 
Common Core curriculum 
is misleading and is not the 

Common 
Core is an 
academic 
illusion  

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

A view Lincoln knew

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

The Old State Capitol in Springfield was the state house from 1840 until 1876 and 
was completely restored in the 1960s. It is a National Historic site and can be visited 
today to see the place where Abraham Lincoln served as a legislator.

See PEORIA, Page 4B

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

This is how the Illinois Supreme Court room looked when Abraham Lincoln 
argued cases before the high court located in the capitol building.

Photo courtesy of Caterpillar Inc.

The Holt 45 Long Track prototype tank rolls through Peoria during 
a parade on Nov. 11, 1918. Holt, one of the companies that later 
become Caterpillar Inc., played a big part in World War I. 

Old State Capitol witnessed 
many historical events

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Historically based in Peoria, renowned manufacturer leaves its cocoon for Chicago
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Frisse & Brewster Office 
  

FREE!! 

October 16th  

Helping Protect What’s Important To You 

Visit our website for more dates, locations and topics! 

www.frissebrewsterlaw.com 

 111 Sheriff Street, Suite B 
Paris, Illinois   

2:00 p.m. Why?/How? 
Why do I need an estate plan? 

We welcome everyone to join a  

workshop at no charge,  

but we do ask that you make a  

reservation by calling 

(217) 465-1234 

MCT
McElheny Carpentry & Tile LLC
Scott McElheny
Owner/Operator
Smcelheny12@gmail .com

Hilsdale, IN 47854

765-505-0453

Custom Kitchens, Baths & more!

Get a 

Look Today!
Fresh

132 N. Illinois St. • Chrisman, IL 61924

hrisman Cafe´
Ph. 217-269-2826

Hrs: Sunday & Monday 6 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

Breakfast Buffet: Saturday & Sunday 7 a.m-10:30 a.m.
Lunch Buffet: Everyday 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Supper Buffet: Tuesday-Saturday 4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Delivery: NEW! Offering local deliveries!

Call us for all your catering needs.

NOTICE
OF

EARLY VOTING

GENERAL ELECTION
November 6, 2018

Early Voting for ALL Edgar County Precincts for the 
General Election will be conducted Sept. 27 through 

Nov. 5, 2018 at the Edgar County Courthouse, 
115 W. Court Street, Paris, IL, Mon. – Fri. 

8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. Any vote cast is final and may not 
be revoked; and the voter will not be eligible to cast a 

vote on election day, Nov. 6, 2018.

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

217-466-7433

it's time to 
join 4-h! 

for the learning environment? 
There is a danger of turning 
struggling students off by 
advancing the classes through 
the schedule, no matter 
what. If the concepts are 
too redundant and show no 
commonality in the reasoning 
process, in other words, makes 
extra steps that defy common 
logic, it just makes it harder for 
the teachers and students to 
understand. 

We do not live in a perfect 
world where we all step in time 
to the same master Common 
Core edicts. A good education 
is what each student needs to 
know based on the needs of 
the little world around them 
before going on to a larger one. 
Only then can the knowledge 
be used to solve problems on a 
bigger scale, a bigger platform 
and a larger understanding of a 
diverse universe. 

The question then arises 
as how does curriculum 
become a part of a local school 

system? Should it be from a 
think tank of highly educated 
specialists who are resting on 
their experience of knowing a 
specific subject to the highest 
level? Does every student need 
to follow the guidelines for 
learning a field that is made 
of the exact same criteria that 
this think tank wants to hand 
down and say learn this? 

I find the real common 
sense core lies in whatever 
works in a specific location ran 
by a knowledgeable admin-
istration with teacher and 
parental input. Students need 
to find their way in the job 
market available to them. The 
answer lies in what the student 
and parents understand what 
the student is capable of and 
how it fits in his or her life. 

We are not all expected 
to be engineers, computer 
analysts, learned science pro-
fessors and researchers. Some 
of us need to find a way for stu-
dents to figure out how to do 
mechanical and menial jobs or 
run a business, which requires 
a solid basic education, which 

Caterpillar follows the trend of 
big manufacturers that set up 
shop in the Sun Belt.

U.S. plants opened by 
Caterpillar in recent years have 
been in Georgia and Texas 
while the company recently 
moved its mining division 
from Milwaukee to Tucson, 
Ariz.

Caterpillar Inc., the name 
the company adopted in 
1986, has expanded beyond 

bulldozers. Along with 
making a major commitment 
to mining, Caterpillar is 
now heavily involved with 
equipment used for oil and 
gas exploration, electric 
power generation and marine 
engines.

But it wasn’t always that 
way.

By the time the Caterpillar 
name was a registered 
trademark in 1910, the 
Holt Caterpillar Co. had 
established a plant in East 
Peoria in a building that 

previously housed the Colean 
Manufacturing Co., a firm that 
made steam-powered tractors 
before the company went 
bankrupt. 

Benjamin Holt’s family 
business started in the 
mid-1880s in California. 
Holt Caterpillar started up 
a division in the Midwest, 
moving to central Illinois 
with just 12 employees. 
Fifteen years later, the Holt 
firm merged with rival C.L. 
Best Gas Tractor Co., another 
California-based company, to 
form the Caterpillar Tractor 
Co. in central Illinois. 

After the 1925 merger, C.L. 
Best became Caterpillar’s first 
CEO, a position he held until 
his death in 1951. “Clarence 
Leo Best — no one called 
him Clarence. His friends 
called him Leo. At work, he 
was C.L.,” said Lee Fosburgh, 
Caterpillar’s archives director.

Fosburgh pointed out that 
it was Best who got Caterpillar 
off on the right foot.

“The Best Tracklayer Sixty 
became the Caterpillar Sixty,” 
said Fosburgh, referring to 
the workhorse tractor that 
helped establish Caterpillar in 
the earthmoving marketplace. 
“Best helped lead the push 
towards the company’s 
adoption of the diesel engine. 
He came up with concepts and 
ideas right up until his death 
— at age 71,” said Fosburgh.

Former CEO and Chairman 
Doug Oberhelman, in remarks 
made at the 2016 opening of 
the an exhibit on Best at the 
Caterpillar Visitors Center in 
Peoria, said Best’s business 
acumen was one of the big 
reasons for the company’s 
success. Oberhelman noted 
that Best went to Wall Street 

for Caterpillar’s initial public 
stock offering on Dec. 2, 
1929 — just weeks after the 
devastating stock market crash 
that precipitated the Great 
Depression.

After presiding over the 
company’s greatest sales year 
ever in 2012 when Caterpillar 
topped $65 billion in sales (an 
occasion celebrated in Fortune 
magazine with the headline, 
“Caterpillar crushes it”), 
Oberhelman went all-in on 
mining. In 2010, Caterpillar 
made the largest acquisition 
in its history, buying Bucyrus 
International, a Milwaukee-
based maker of large mining 
equipment, for $8.8 billion. 
No sooner was the deal 
completed when mining 
around the globe went into a 
tailspin.

As a result, Oberhelman 
presided over something else: 
the closing and consolidation 
of 20 plants worldwide and 
a dramatic reduction in 
the company’s workforce. 
Between 2012 and 2015, 
Caterpillar laid off 31,000 
people.

As a company that sold 
34 pipe-laying machines to 
China in 1975, Caterpillar had 
a strategy for China in 2010: 
“We’re going to play offense 
and we’re going to win,” said 
Oberhelman at the time. By 
2014, Caterpillar had 25 plants 
in China. But the Chinese 
market, once so hot, went 
cool.

But like the heavy-duty 
equipment it produces, 
Caterpillar has shown an 
ability to weather storms, 
whether inflicted by markets 
or strong winds. Caterpillar 
was already bouncing back 
from the malaise in the mining 

industry in 2017 while in April 
of this year, Caterpillar posted 
the highest first-quarter profit 
in the company’s 93-year 
history with a 31 percent 
increase in company revenues.

There were many great 
days in Caterpillar-Peoria 
history. During World War 
II, 191 Peorians, including 
158 Caterpillar employees, 
shipped out as a group to the 
jungles of Burma, forming 
Caterpillar’s own 497th 
Engineer Heavy Shop Co. 

The company’s task? To 
circumvent a portion of the 
Burma Road that had been 
captured by the Japanese. 
This was vital to restore lines 
of communication between 
China and Burma, and help 
liberate Burma from Japanese 
forces.

In a magazine ad that 
Caterpillar ran during the war, 
the 497th was depicted with 
their sign proudly displayed on 
a palm tree by the group’s tent 
city: “Little Peoria.” 

That ad was among 
other print advertisements  
Caterpillar ran in major 
magazines at the time in the 
1940s and 1950s from the 
collection of Caterpillar retiree 
Mark Johnson at a 2014 
display at the Peoria Public 
Library.

Building a road in jungle 
conditions — with tigers, 
snakes and malaria to worry 
about — was not easy, said 
Johnson, who retired in 2009 
after 37 years at Caterpillar.

After World War II, 
Caterpillar moved into high 
gear with company sales going 
from $128 million in 1946 to 
$742 million in 1959, he said.

Ads from the 1950s in 
Johnson’s collection illustrate 

the emphasis Caterpillar 
placed on rebuilding the 
nation’s infrastructure after 
the war. “When you think of 
better roads, think of the big 
yellow machines that make 
them possible,” Caterpillar 
noted in a 1950s ad.

Caterpillar equipment 
didn’t just build American 
highways but were in use 
around the world. As the 
global economy got bigger, 
Caterpillar grew with it. New 
markets provided Caterpillar 
with opportunity.

Not only did Caterpillar 
start building factories 
overseas, it opened new plants 
across the United States — 
usually in right-to-work states 
like Texas or Georgia. While a 
hub for Caterpillar operations, 
central Illinois became a 
battleground between Cat 
labor and management in the 
1990s marked by two lengthy 
strikes.

The United Auto Workers, 
which waged such a spirited 
campaign against Caterpillar 
in the 1990s has seen its 
influence — and numbers 
— decline in recent years. 
There were 9,500 UAW 
members who voted on 
a six-year contract at 11 
Caterpillar facilities in Illinois 
and Pennsylvania in 2011. By 
the time of the next contract, 
approved in April 2017, only 
5,000 UAW members voted.

Today things are changing 
in Downtown Peoria. Property 
that had been set aside for 
Caterpillar’s new headquarters, 
is slated to be home to OSF 
HealthCare. OSF plans to 
place between 700 and 750 
employees at the site at a cost 
between $80 million and $100 
million.

does not necessarily include 
the knowledge of absolute in-
tegers, quadratic equations or 
the exact conjugation of gram-
matical terms. It may require a 
little knowledge of math and 
being able to communicate 
well enough with others, but 
we don’t need to get ridiculous 
about it. 

Yes, we need to know how 
to figure out problems using 
common sense and a basic 
understanding of concepts. I 
don’t think we all have to go 
through the analytical and 
conceptual minutia of every 
subject we just might need in 
our lifetime. 

I do not like the way that 
Common Core has been 
forced into our educational 
systems. Especially when the 
early proponents of Common 
Core stated it was just an 
advisory project. Why then do 
we evaluate our students using 
material that is taken from 
the Common Core standards 
in compulsory testing. The 
outcome of that testing affects 
the ratings of a school and 
funding for it. 

It seems today we are letting 
another bureaucratic agency 
of some sort end many of the 

valuable lessons needed and 
taught by teachers in so many 
diverse ways. If we are going to 
listen to the common families 
of our land let’s do what the 
Constitution guarantees. A 
land ran by the people for all 
the people. I also see a danger 
in using the Common Core 
system in indoctrinating 
information that may not 
be accurate and may not be 
truthful. 

One last question, who 
makes the rules for the 
education of our students? 
Is it our congress, our great 
educators of the past or some 
non-responsible and non-an-
swerable agency to the citizens 
of our country? Maybe if our 
local school boards, teachers 
and local administrators had 
more say of what went on in 
our schools it would be better 
for all. 

Common Core is only an 
illusion forced on the citizens 
and educators of our country 
and this is not something we 
really want and need.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@hotmail.
com.) 
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Even before the Museum of 
the Bible opened nearly a year 
ago, many Americans knew of 
its evangelical founders, the 
billionaire Green family.

In 2014, the Greens’ 
company, the arts-and-
crafts giant Hobby Lobby, 
had successfully sued the 
Obama administration, in a 
case decided by the Supreme 
Court, to free Hobby Lobby 
from an Obamacare mandate 
to provide employees free 
access to birth control.

Some said the case 
confirmed their suspicions 
the museum, located just 
south of the National Mall, 
was intended to advance the 
evangelical view that American 
government should be based 

on biblical foundations.
Not all of the criticism 

was political. As the opening 
approached, Hobby Lobby 
faced questions about the 
problematic origins of some 
of the company’s antiquities, 
including a $3 million federal 
court settlement over its 
purchase of clay artifacts from 
present-day Iraq.

Most persistently, critics 
said the museum privileged 
the Protestant Bible over 
other versions, particularly the 
Hebrew Bible.

But much has changed in 
a year at the $500 million 
museum, still chaired and 
largely supported by Steve 
Green. As its first anniversary 
approaches, it has announced 
the appointment of a new 
chief executive, a new chief 

operating officer and a new 
chief curatorial officer.

And two months ago, it 
quietly hired a director of 
exhibits — a Jewish woman 
who was recruited away from 
the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, where 
she was in charge of traveling 
exhibitions.

Neither a curator nor a 
Judaica expert, Rena Opert 
will work on strategic planning 
— scheduling temporary 
exhibitions and directing them 
from concept to completion.

Still, her hiring, which has 
yet to be announced on the 
website, is symbolic of the 
direction the museum says it 
is committed to: presenting 
an inclusive view of the Bible, 
communicated through 
cutting-edge technology that 

accurately represents the 
multitude of ways the Bible has 
affected civilization.

“I know there are a lot of 
assumptions about what this is 
about,” said Opert, 39, referring 
to the museum. “But I do think 
they really want to be open and 
invite everybody to come and 
engage with the Bible and have 
diverse audiences. I haven’t 
seen evidence of an agenda.”

Opert points to a number 
of exciting exhibits on the 
horizon: a joint exhibit with the 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture 
around a “Slave Bible” owned 
by the historically black Fisk 
University in Nashville, Tenn.; 
an exhibit of German artist 
Willy Wiedmann’s illustrated 
Bible in an accordionlike 
format that stretches a mile 

long; a spring exhibit of 
Passover Haggadahs, the 
Jewish text that recounts the 
Exodus story, from medieval 
Amsterdam.

Though she has spent 
her entire career in Jewish 
institutions — prior to 
working at the Holocaust 
Museum, she worked at 
Chicago’s Spertus Institute 
for Jewish Learning and 
Leadership — Opert said she 
was recruited because of her 
interest in cultural property, 
the laws governing who owns 
art and antiquities.

For several years she co-
taught a class at the George 
Washington University with 
Thomas R. Kline, a lawyer and 
authority on Holocaust-related 
art claims. The Museum of 
the Bible retained Kline last 

year as a consultant to help 
ensure that it properly reviews 
the provenance, or origins, 
of the items in its collection. 
(This summer, the museum 
announced it was returning 
a medieval New Testament 
manuscript to the University 
of Athens after learning it had 
been stolen.)

It was Kline who introduced 
Opert to Jeffrey Kloha, who 
was hired earlier this year as 
chief curatorial officer. In an 
email statement, Kloha said 
Opert has already, “refined and 
strengthened our procedures 
and policies and helped 
with long-term planning for 
exhibits.”

For Opert, who described 
her position as her dream 
job, the opportunity was 

Bible museum has new director 

Fields of Faith unites teens
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The Paris High School Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes held the annual 
Field of Faith fellowship and worship 
service Wednesday evening, Oct. 10, 
at the school.

The student-led event provides a 
non-denominational fellowship time 
and a worship service for students, 
faculty, parents and the entire 
community. It is part of a nationwide 
effort to spark a spiritual movement 
for God.

Senior students and FCA 
presidents Bryce Gladding and Emily 
Roush spearheaded the planning of 
this year’s event with the help from 
numerous fellow student volunteers 
and faculty sponsor Missy Tingley.

Pizza and drinks were served at 6 
p.m. in the Tiger Den followed by a 
worship service at 7 p.m. in the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts.

“It is basically a short church 
service for the entire community with 
singing, praising and praying along 
with student testimonies and several 
guest speakers,” said Tingley.

Eastern Illinois FCA Area 
Representative Guthrie Gardner 
opened the worship service, and two 
contemporary Christian music songs 
preceded guest speaker Bethanny 
Lawson’s message of “Perfect Love.” 
Students Hannah Bowers, Katrina 
Strow and Roush gave a testimonies. 
Roush closed the service. 

Special music was by Sean Blair 
and Bailey Aitken performing “Your 

Love Defends Me,” Maelynn Redmon 
performing “The Breakup Song” and 
Shayleigh Cline and Olivia Theirl 
presenting “You Say.”

Gladding addressed the crowd 
as the student speaker, and he was 
followed by a worship message from 
Lake Ridge Christian Church Youth 
Pastor Alicia Cater.

“You don’t have to be an athlete to 
participate,” said Tingley, noting the 
FCA sponsors Fields of Faith because 
student athletes tend to be leaders. 
“It is for the entire student body and 
community.”

Tingley noted seniors Roush, who 
is a member of the cross-country, girls 
basketball and track teams, along with 
Gladding who is a member of the 
boys basketball team and drama club, 
worked diligently to plan the special 
service. 

“Fields of Faith is important to me 
because my sister, Kennedy Gladding, 
was the first FCA leader along with 
Kaitlyn Block at this school, and 
this is something she ran and I have 
now had the honor to help run,” said 
Gladding. “I wanted to help because 
I’ve seen the impact it has made for 
everyone from 12 to 60 years old.”

Roush echoed his sentiments.
“I love any opportunity I get 

to meet other Christians my 
age, especially when we get to 
worship together,” Roush said. “I 
love the opportunity I get to help 
connect people from our town and 
surrounding communities to share 
our love for Christ. Fields of Faith is a 

prefect chance to do just that.” 
Fields of Faith began in 2002 when 

Oklahoma Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes Area Director, Jeff Martin, 
prayed about what to do with his 
heartfelt frustration regarding the 
temptations and the spiritual battles 
facing today’s youth. The event went 
national two years later in 2004 when 
6,000 students gathered on school 
athletic fields throughout Oklahoma, 
Texas and Kansas for Fields of Faith.

“I was raised in the church, and 
I have always believed in Jesus. 
God had blessed me time after 

Beware 
the snakes

At a recent Wednesday 
evening service at our 
church, we studied scrip-

tures 
from Ec-
clesiates 
10:1-29. 

It had 
been 
a long 
time 
since I’d 
pre-
sented 
anything 

from Ec-
clesiastes, yet some great 
truths nearly jumped from 
the pages of my Bible. 
“Whoever digs a pit may 
fall into it” (be careful 
when you lay a trap for 
someone else); “if a snake 
bites before it is charmed, 
there is no profit for the 
charmer” (be careful who 
you keep company with); 
“words from a wise man’s 
mouth are gracious, but 
a fool is consumed by his 
own lips” (ouch); and 
perhaps my favorite, “If a 
man is lazy, the rafters sag; 
if his hands are idle, the 
house leaks.” Yikes.

In our present diffi-
culties of division, strife, 
bitterness, hatred, false 
accusations, counter 
false accusations, get 
even thinking and so 
forth, these above words 
reminds us to be careful, 
humble, and fair in how 
we treat others. Oh my, 
what a thought – valuable 
words indeed. 

When I read the 
statement that a fool is 
consumed by his own lips, 
I thought of a cartoonist 
drawing a face with huge 
lips, I mean really huge 
lips, greatly outsized lips. 
How our society desper-
ately needs those who will 
take a step back, deal with 
others fairly, and speak 
words that are gracious 
(Ecclesiastes 10: 12), and 
get rid of the huge lips. 
My, what a difference it 
could make.

As Jesus said, “as a 
man thinks in his heart, 
so is he.” That’s the key 
– having the Lord Jesus 
in our heart so we can 
then speak words of his 
approval.

Going back to para-
graph one about snakes 
— I’ve been reading 

GARY 
WILLIAMSON
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Mormons 
insistent 
on name

See PASTOR, Page 6B

SALT LAKE CITY 
(AP) — The president of 
the Mormon church reiter-
ated Sunday, Oct. 7, that he 
wants members, the media 
and others to use the faith’s 
full name, saying nicknames 
are, “a major victory for Sa-
tan.”

Addressing The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints’ twice-yearly con-
ference in Salt Lake City, 
Russell M. Nelson said the 
church’s name is not nego-
tiable.

“When the Savior clearly 
states what the name of his 
church should be, and even 
precedes his declaration 
with, ‘Thus shall my church 
be called,’ he is serious,” Nel-
son said. “And if we allow 
nicknames to be used and 
adopt or even sponsor those 
nicknames ourselves, he is 
offended.”

Nelson, 94, who is con-
sidered a prophet, reiterated 
that his instruction is not a 
name change, The Salt Lake 
Tribune reported.

“It is a correction,” he 
said. “It is the command of 
the Lord.”

Nelson’s speech came af-
ter the church announced 
Friday that the famed Mor-
mon Tabernacle Choir has 
been renamed the Taberna-
cle Choir at Temple Square. 
It’s the first big change since 
Nelson announced guide-
lines in August asking peo-
ple to stop using previously 
accepted shorthand names.

The faith had embraced 
and promoted the term 
Mormon over the past 
several years, using it in a 
documentary and TV and 
billboard ads. A church web-
page that was up before Nel-
son’s announcement had 
described the term as an, 
“unofficial but inoffensive 
nickname for members.”

If people use Mormon 
to describe the church or 
its members, Nelson on 
Sunday urged adherents to 
be courteous and patient 
in their efforts to correct 
them.

Nelson, who in January 
took over the top post 
of the Utah-based faith 
with 16 million members 
worldwide after the 
previous president died, 
rejected what he called 
worldly arguments, 

DC’s Museum of the Bible hires a Jewish exhibits director as it overhauls staff, plans more inclusive view of Bible

See MUSEUM, Page 6B

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Sean Blair, left, and Bailey Aiken sing “Your Love Defends Me,” during the annual Fields of Faith events at the Paris Center of 
Fine Arts Wednesday.

See MORMON, Page 6B

SINGING IT OUT

See FIELDS, Page 6B

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Motivational speaker Bethanny Lawson 
was featured during the annual Fields 
of Faith Wednesday.



tantalizing.
“They’re not just looking for 

people from one perspective,” 
Opert said. “They’re really 
looking to diversify and bring 
in museum professionals 
and people from different 
backgrounds. People have 
been incredibly respectful and 
open to that and wanting to 
hear these voices.”

Still, within the Jewish com-
munity and among a group of 
biblical scholars, the museum 
continues to get mixed reviews. 
Scholars Candida Moss and 
Joel Baden wrote a book, “Bi-
ble Nation: The United States 
of Hobby Lobby,” in which 
they concluded the Green 
family that founded the muse-
um brings a, “fundamentally 
anti-intellectual orientation” 
to the endeavor, one rooted in 
the family’s evangelical under-
standing that the Bible is true 
and without error.

More recently, Moss, a 
theology professor at the 
University of Birmingham in 
England, and Baden, a pro-
fessor of Hebrew Bible at Yale 
Divinity School, suggested the 
museum is exploiting Jewish 
tradition by buying thousands 
of mostly decommissioned To-
rah scrolls, restoring them and 
then donating them to charita-
ble institutions and reaping a 
huge tax write-off.

“I’m not impressed by who 
is hired or who is named,” said 
Baden. “I want to see what 
they’re actually saying and do-
ing. It’s unclear to me that they 
have made changes or are even 
interested in making changes 
or even recognizing the prob-
lems that are relatively straight-
forward and require changes.”

To Moss, Baden and other 
scholars, such as Jill Hicks-Kee-
ton of the University of Okla-
homa, the museum presents 
Judaism as a steppingstone for 
Christianity rather than a reli-
gion in its own right; it laid the 
groundwork for the true and 
more complete faith — Chris-
tianity — to emerge.

The Jewish members of the 
museum’s own advisory board, 
some of whom have signed 
agreements not to criticize the 
museum, dispute this. They say 
they are working diligently to fix 
errors or inaccuracies in the pre-
sentation of Jewish material and 
are now helping guide museum 
docents to be more inclusive 
and open toward the Hebrew 
Bible and the Jewish faith.

“The advisers are constantly 
coming up with better ways 
to do things,” said Lawrence 
Schiffman, professor of He-
brew and Judaic studies at New 
York University. “But the point 
I’m making is, this is a healthy 
kind of discussion that people 
have to have in refining a mu-
seum, which took upon itself a 
very difficult task.”

Schiffman, who, like the rest 
of the advisory board, is paid, 
flatly denies accusations that 
the museum’s presentation of 
Jewish issues is supersession-
ist, referring to the traditional 
Christian belief that Christian-
ity is the fulfillment of biblical 
Judaism.

He and others point to multi-
ple exhibits of Jewish material in 
the eight-story, 430,000-square-
foot museum, including a mam-
moth exhibit of artifacts con-
tributed by Israel’s Antiquities 
Authority. The semipermanent 
exhibit is expected to last 10 
years, though the items on dis-
play may be rotated.

The museum also has an im-
mersive Hebrew Bible exhibit 
complete with a special-ef-
fects burning bush. It hired a 
Jewish scribe to write a Torah 
scroll on site at the museum. 
Rabbi Eliezer Adam engages 
with visitors about his work 
as he writes his parchment 
scroll. The museum even has 
some kosher food in its terrace 
sixth-floor restaurant, Manna.

And while some of the Jew-
ish press pilloried the museum 
— The Forward’s review “We 
Went To The Museum Of The 
Bible — So You Don’t Have 
To,” a case in point — others 
have been mostly positive.

“Washington’s new mu-
seum makes an invaluable 
contribution to American 
(and Jewish) cultural literacy,” 
wrote Diana Muir Appelbaum 

in the Jewish magazine Mosa-
ic.

Eric Meyers, professor 
emeritus of Judaic studies at 
Duke University and an ad-
viser to the museum, said he 
would like to see the museum 
undertake a research project 
into the hundreds of Torah 
scrolls rolled up and stacked 
horizontally behind a large 
glass wall in the museum. 
Once they are fixed, he’d like 
to see some donated to Jewish 
communities that need them.

“That’s a major discussion 
that’s ongoing and needs 
some kind of positive resolu-
tion,” he said. “That’s a sore 
spot with me and I’ve been 
upfront about it.”

But he sees the hiring of 
Opert as a positive step for-
ward in making the museum 
more pluralistic and open to 
people of all faiths.

Opert, who defines her 
faith as traditional and said 
she attends synagogue but is 
not Orthodox, said her expe-
rience so far has been very en-
couraging.

“There’s a lot going on here,” 
she said. “The talk is about 
‘What can we do to make this 
place great? What exhibitions 
do we want to bring in? How 
are we going to work on that?’ 
There are people here from a 
variety of backgrounds. No-
body is proselytizing to me. 
Nobody’s asked me even 
about my religion.”
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Specials
Wed 10/17:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 10/19:
Chicken 

taco casserole,
garden salad,
chips & salsa

Thur 10/18:
Spaghetti 

& meat sauce,
7-layer salad,
& garlic toast

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant
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OCT. 16 WOMEN’S LUNCHEON

The Christian Women’s Connection 
of Terre Haute monthly luncheon is 
11 a.m. Oct. 16 in the MCL meeting 
room at Meadows Shopping 
Center. “Laughter is a Medicine” 
is the topic for speaker Marilyn 
Caraoplo.  Sharadeth Deeter is 
providing the music, and Jenny 
Zacha of Practically Magic is a 
special feature of the program. Call 
Julie, 812-234-7388, or Sherri, 812-
249-3084, to make reservations.

OCT. 19 SPAGHETTI SUPPER

The annual Faith in Action 
Spaghetti Supper is 4-7 p.m. Oct. 
19 at Lake Ridge Christian Church. 
The menu is spaghetti, salad, garlic 
bread, dessert and drink and the 
meal price is a good will donation. 
No silent auction is planned for 
this year’s fundraiser.

SISTERS TO OFFER TEEN 
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

ST. MARY OF THE WOODS, Ind. — 
Volunteer opportunities for area 
teens are available with the Sisters 
of Providence. Sessions are for 
those 12-18 and volunteers help 
the sisters with many activities, 
including: games, exercise, 
baking, attending Mass or share 
hobbies and talents. A maximum 
of 12 volunteers can help at each 
session scheduled for Dec. 1, Jan. 
12, Feb. 9, March 9 and April 27. 
For more information, call or email 
Sister Joni at 361-500-9505 or 
jluna@spsmw.org. To register for 
the program, visit teenvolunteer.
sistersofprovidence.org.
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

A&R Service and Supply

Electrical (house rewiring and entrance upgrades), 
Technology/Computer, Surveillance Cameras, 

Security Systems, Handyman Service

• Installation and Service Repair of all Makes and Models 
• No Job to Big or to Small • 32 Years Experience, Industrial 

Maintenance • Fully Insured and Bonded
• Cant Find a Part or Fuse you need, Call us we can Help! 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
217-251-8354 
Sam Roberts

           “Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”
PARIS, ILLINOIS

Concerned about home & Farm Security?
WE CAN HELP!

Call us today and let’s talk about our affordable systems

Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL • 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1
For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

Having a Party?
It’s time to start planning your holiday festivities!

 Whether it’s a company party or your family reunion, 
consider Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant for all of your food 

and beverage needs.
We are offering our beautiful location paired with 

delicious food selections to accommodate your group 
of 20 or more. Please call for more information!

BUFFET-STYLE MEAL, DRINKS, FULL 
SALAD BAR AND DESSERT TABLE

CALL 826-8831 to schedule your 
Holiday Party!

Jeff Richey
Sales Representative

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 • Marshall, Illinois 62441

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Ford

Bring this ad in for additional 

$250 OFF of your purchase
or

10% OFF of any vehicle service

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

including the benefits of 
internet search engine 
optimization with the word 
Mormon.

The faith believes that 
God revealed the full 
church name to founder 
Joseph Smith in 1838. 
The term Mormon 
comes from the church’s 
signature scripture, the 
Book of Mormon, which 
followers believe is based 
on the record-keeping of 
an ancient prophet named 
Mormon.

The entry about the 
church in the Associated 
Press Stylebook, which 
many news outlets follow, 
remains unchanged.

time. I am so thankful for 
all I have accomplished 
because of him,” said 
Roush.

Agreeing with her 
Gladding added, “I also was 
raised in a church so God 
has been a heavy benefactor 
in my life. But it wasn’t until 
recently I realized that my 
decisions reflect on my 
beliefs. So God has opened 
my eyes to this and has 
allowed me to see things for 
how they are and not just 
how I want to view them.”

While the local event 
provided the platform for 
students to stand together 
to share their faith, both 
Roush and Gladding hope 
the effects last much longer 
than the Wednesday night 
service.

“I just hope everyone 
walks away from 
Wednesday with this new 
found hope in God,” said 
Gladding.

FIELDS
FROM PAGE 5B

Doris Kearns Goodwin’s 
book, “Team of Rivals: 
Abraham Lincoln’s Politi-
cal Genius.” She tells how, 
shortly prior to the election 
of 1860, Lincoln used a 
homespun analogy about 
slavery; something along 
the line that if a venomous 
snake appears on the road, 
a reasonable man would 
take a piece of wood and 
kill it (eliminate slavery); 
however if a snake ap-
peared in a bed with your 
children, one would have 
to be extremely careful for 
fear the snake would bite 
the children (being careful 
how they dealt with slavery 
where it already existed), 
but if one has a new bed, no 
reasonable man would lay 
some snakes upon it. 

His obvious analogy was 
that as new states entered 
the union (Kansas, at the 
time, for example), no 
reasonable man would want 

to introduce the snake of 
slavery. His hope was that 
where the snake already was 
in bed with the children, 
that if they dealt carefully, 
slavery would die a natural 
death, and new states 
without slavery would 
drown out the venomous 
snake. As we know, 
Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation of 1863 dealt 
a serious blow to the snake 
of slavery. 

Thinking all about these 
snakes, let us, in 2018, 
be careful how we deal 
with others—bitterness, 
resentment and anger will 
come back to bite us in 
one way or another. This is 
true in politics, in families, 
communities, and yes, even 
in churches. 

May we be all led these 
days by a gracious heart, 
one controlled by the 
Master, our Lord Jesus. 

(Gary A. Williamson is 
pastor of the First Church 
of the Nazarene. Email him 
at paris1nazarne@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided weekly by members 
of the Paris Ministerial 
Alliance.)
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

What started as a temporary venture 
is causing participants to rethink the 
original plan.

Sweet Vintage, 126 W. Court, on the 
south side of the Paris Square, is a store 
front featuring three local businesses – 
The Cherry Tree, Circle H Honey and 
We Lik It Farmstand ice cream.

“We were looking for someplace to 
open a seasonal shop from the Honey-
bee Festival through Christmas in Par-
is,” said Hilary Walker.

She is one of the principals along 
with brother and sister-in-law Jacob 
and Betsy Higgenbotham of Circle H 
Honey and Becky Rich from We Lik 
It.

“That was our original plan to have a 
seasonal shop, but we have had a good 
response,” said Walker. “We may have 
to reassess that decision.”

She said the store location has prov-
en beneficial for the Higginbothams as 
a place to sell honey without having to 
coordinate meeting customers at their 
home or other locations. It also gives 
Rich the opportunity to increase the 
duration of her ice cream sales after 
her rural Paris farmstand closes for the 
season.

“She’s got a lot of great winter ice 
cream flavors like peppermint, egg nog 
and hot chocolate float that she can’t 
do now,” said Walker.

Rich originally wanted a place to sell 
her fresh-churned ice cream in hand-
packed quart containers but the de-
mand for buying it in scoop-size serv-
ings required that option, too.

Walker brings the eclectic invento-
ry of her Cherry Tree business to the 
space. 

The Paris native deals in vintage, an-
tique, collectible and unique items. In-
cluded as part the inventory is hard to 
find, old soft drink flavors, scented can-
dles, gently used clothing, advertising 
signs, pieces Walker finds elsewhere 
and buys to resell and she is always on 
the watch for something different to 
keep the inventory fresh and the retail 
space looking constantly updated.

“It’s just a lot of gifts and fun things,” 
Walker said discussing the Cherry 
Tree’s items. 

There is an advantage for the busi-
nesses working together in one space.

“We all have our own little follow-
ing,” she said.

Sweet Vintage, the name is a com-
bination of the vintage items supplied 
by Walker and the sweetness of the ice 
cream and honey, came about quickly 
once the decision was made and the 
location secured.

“We opened in 12 days after we got 
the keys,” said Walker.

What has surprised Walker is the 
amount of foot traffic that comes into 
the store. She said that may continue 

once the new coffee shop opens and 
with nearby Lot 50 Brewing people 
are rediscovering businesses on Court 
Street.

“I’m excited about this side of the 
square,” she said.

It is not certain Sweet Vintage will 
remain open after Christmas in Paris. 
Walker said the Circle H Honey supply 
is well depleted by that time, and the 
dead of winter may not be conducive 
to ice cream sales. Her Cherry Tree 
business tends to slack off in winter at 
which time she attends outside shows 
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Trump-Xi open door to meeting 
Prospect of possible talks raises hope of potential of easing tensions in the trade war between U.S., China

BEIJING (AP) — With 
China and the United States 
opening the door to a meet-
ing next month between Pres-
idents Xi Jinping and Donald 
Trump, hopes are rising for a 
potential easing of tensions 
in the trade war between the 
world’s two largest econo-
mies.

Worries about the in-
creased tariffs the two sides 
have imposed on each other’s 
goods have contributed to 
this week’s dizzying volatil-
ity in financial markets. The 
higher tariffs have elevated 
costs for companies in both 
countries, and economists say 
that if they remain in place in-
definitely, they could depress 
economic growth.

A Xi-Trump meeting, if it 
happens, would take place 
during a summit of leaders of 
the Group of 20 biggest glob-
al economies in Argentina in 
late November.

In Bali, Indonesia, where 
he’s attending global finance 
meetings, Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin said, “We 
are having discussions about 
a potential meeting.”

Later Friday,  Larry Kud-
low, Trump’s top economic 
adviser, said in Washington 
that preparations for the talks 
were under way.

“It looks like there will be 
a meeting in Buenos Aires at 
the G-20,” Kudlow said in an 
interview with CNBC. “We 
are looking at it. The Chinese 

are looking at it. Preparations 
are being made. I can’t say 100 
percent certainty, but there 
is no question everybody is 
looking at it.”

Kudlow said that so far, 
the administration viewed 
China’s negotiating offers as 
“rather unsatisfactory” but 
that “maybe talks between the 
two heads of state will bear 
fruit.”

The trade feud has been fu-
eled by U.S. accusations that 
China engages in cyber-theft 
and coerces foreign compa-
nies into handing over tech-
nology in return for access to 
the Chinese market, as well as 
by Trump’s anger over China’s 
trade surplus with the U.S. It 
is far from clear that the U.S. 

might be preparing to con-
sider lifting penalty tariffs on 
about $250 billion of Chinese 
products.

Mnuchin suggested that 
the two leaders could meet 
next month if the Trump ad-
ministration felt trade discus-
sions were moving in a posi-
tive direction.

“We need to do work in 
advance to be sure there are 
changes and we can have a 
more balanced trading rela-
tionship,” the Treasury secre-
tary said. “And that we’re go-
ing to be make sure we don’t 
have forced joint transfers and 
forced transfer of technology.”

Lu Kang, a spokesman for 
China’s Foreign Ministry, of-
fered no specifics Friday but 

said, “I have also seen the rele-
vant reports.”

The Wall Street Journal and 
the Washington Post have cit-
ed officials as saying Trump 
has decided to proceed with a 
meeting with Xi.

Global indexes bounced 
back sharply Friday after their 
recent plunges, on word of the 
possible presidential meeting, 
along with strong Chinese ex-
port data.  Japan’s Nikkei 225 
index gained 0.5 percent to 
22,694.66 after a nearly 4 per-
cent loss on Thursday.

Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng surged 2.1 percent to 
25,801.49. The Shanghai 
Composite index advanced 
0.9 percent to 2,606.91. 
Shares recovered in Taiwan 

and rose throughout South-
east Asia.

Friday’s volatility followed 
a swoon over the previous 
two days that erased 1,300 
points from the Dow and 
dragged the S&P 500 down 
more than 5 percent.

Reports that Mnuchin has 
advised against labeling Chi-
na a currency manipulator 
— a status that could trigger 
penalties — were also seen as 
easing tensions. The Chinese 
currency has been falling in 
value against the dollar in re-
cent months, raising concerns 
that Beijing is devaluing its 
currency to make Chinese 
goods more competitive 
against U.S. products.

See TOYS, Page 8BSee SWEET, Page 8B
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Firms cut 
ties with
Saudis 
BY DANICA KIRKA
Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — 
Global business leaders are 
reassessing their ties with 
Saudi Arabia, stoking pres-
sure on the Gulf kingdom 
to explain what happened 
to a dissident writer who 
disappeared after visiting 
its consulate in Istanbul.

British billionaire Rich-
ard Branson on Friday sus-
pended business links with 
Saudi Arabia, and Uber 
CEO Dara Khosrowshahi 
said he might not attend a 
major investment confer-
ence in the country this 
month amid reports that 
Jamal Khashoggi may have 
been killed at the Saudi 
consulate in Turkey’s cap-
ital.

“What has reported-
ly happened in Turkey 
around the disappear-
ance of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi, if proved true, 
would clearly change the 
ability of any of us in the 
West to do business with 
the Saudi government,” 
Branson said in a state-
ment.

Branson, founder of 
Virgin Group, says he will 
suspend his role as director 
in two tourism projects in 
Saudi Arabia while an in-
vestigation takes place. He 
also is putting on hold dis-
cussions about a proposed 
Saudi investment in space 
companies Virgin Galactic 
and Virgin Orbit.

Saudi Arabia is facing 
increasing international 
pressure to clarify what 
happened to Khashoggi, a 
Washington Post colum-
nist, with U.S. President 
Donald Trump and British 
Foreign Secretary Jeremy 
Hunt among those de-
manding answers.

Khosrowshahi is sched-
uled to speak at the Future 
Investment Initiative con-
ference, and event loosely 
nicknamed the “Davos 
of the Desert” that takes 
place Oct. 23-25 in the 
Saudi capital, Riyadh.

“I’m very troubled by the 
reports to date about Jamal 
Khashoggi,” Khosrowsha-
hi said. “We are following 
the situation closely, and 
unless a substantially dif-
ferent set of facts emerges, 
I won’t be attending the FII 
conference in Riyadh.”

The investment con-
ference lists dozens of ex-
pected speakers, including 
JPMorgan Chase CEO 
Jamie Dimon, Blackrock 
Chairman Larry Fink and 
U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Steve Mnuchin, the latter 
confirming Friday that he 
will go.

“I am planning on go-
ing at this point,” he told 
broadcaster CNBC. “If 
more information comes 
out and changes, we could 
look at that.”

Joe Kaeser, the president 
and CEO of German in-
dustrial giant Siemens AG, 
also still plans to attend for 
now.

The Financial Times, 

Retailers 
vying for   
Toys R Us 
business

NEW YORK (AP) — 
When Toys R Us closed its 
doors, customers mourned 
the loss of a beloved brand 
that conjured memories of 
their own childhood.

Retailers, on the other 
hand, saw an opportunity.

Rather than cede any 
more ground to online be-
hemoth Amazon, compa-
nies like Target, Walmart 
and Party City ramped up 
their offerings. Now, ahead 
of the pivotal holiday sea-
son, they’re going even fur-
ther by focusing on mak-
ing their stores a dynamic 
shopping experience. That 
means creating play areas 
for kids, offering demos 
of new toys and staging 
events like scavenger hunts 
in the stores.

Retailers are trying to 
grab a piece of the nearly 
$3 billion left on the table 
by Toys R Us, or 12 per-
cent of the U.S. toy market, 
according to NPD Group 
Inc., a market research 
group.

Last month, Party City 
opened 50 Toy City pop-
up shops that feature six-
by-eight-foot Lego dino-
saurs and other interactive 
displays. Walmart says 30 
percent of its holiday toy 
assortment will be new. It 
will also offer 40 percent 
more toys on Walmart.
com from a year ago. In 
November and December, 
the company’s toy area will 
be rebranded as “America’s 
Best Toy Shop.”

Starting in late October, 
Target will devote extra 
space at 500 stores locat-
ed near former Toys R Us 
stores for bigger toys like 
electric cars, playhouses 
and musical instruments 
as well as adding nearly 
200 more products. And 
100 Target stores will see 
new layouts and fixtures in 
the toy area. The company 
is also expanding the num-
ber of kids’ events it hosts. 
Most recently, it had a 
Lego Minecraft event that 
featured a scavenger hunt.

At least one foreign toy 
retailer is looking into the 
U.S. market after the de-
mise of Toys R Us. Mexi-
co-based Distroller World, 
an experience-based re-
tailer with more than 60 
stores in Mexico and Latin 
America, is set to open its 
third store in the U.S. in 
October. And it will be ap-
proaching U.S. department 
stores to open shops to 
replicate its model in Mex-
ico, says CEO Daryn Fillis. 
At the center of the experi-
ence: Parents and children 
create their own adventure 
to adopt an alien baby de-
livered in a space capsule.

“It’s all about the demon-
strations, the hands-on ex-
perience,” said Jim Silver, 
editor-in-chief of TTPM, a 
toy review site. “When you 
get your hands on a toy 
and you can touch and feel, 
it does lead to greater sales. 

NEW SHOP ON PARIS SQUARE KEEPING BUSY

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Hilary Walker stocka bottles of hard to find soft drink flavors at Sweet Vintage. The business on the Paris square is a three-way 
effort between Walker’s Cherry Tree business featuring vintage, antique and unique items in conjunction with Circle H Honey 
from her brother and sister-in-law Jacob and Betsy Higginbotham’s apiary. The third partner is Becky Rich’s We Lik It Farmstand 
ice cream.

How Sweet (Vintage) it is

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Sweet Vintage on the Paris Square provides an outlet for locally produced Circle H 
honey from the Jacob and Betsy Higginbotham apiary. Also involved in the venture 
is Jacob Higginbotham’s sister Hilary Walker’s Cherry Tree business that deals in 
vintage, antique and unique items. Ice cream from Becky Rich’s We Lik It Farmstand 
is another element at Sweet Vintage drawing people to the south side of the square 
again.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Fresh ice cream is a popular feature at Sweet Vintage. Supplied by Becky Rich’s 
We Lik It Farmstand the ice cream is only one item in the space combining three 
businesses. Jacob and Betsy Higginbotham’s Circle H Honey is sold there, and Hilary 
Walker’s Cherry Tree offers an eclectic mix of vintage, antique and collectibles.

3 local businesses combine 
to form a sweet downtown 
business partnership

See TIES, Page 8B
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In his comments in Bali, 
Mnuchin did not say what the 
forthcoming Treasury report, 
set to come out next week, 
will conclude about China’s 
currency practices. In the 
past, Treasury has placed Chi-
na on a watch-list but found 
that Beijing did not meet the 
threshold to be labeled a cur-
rency manipulator.

Mnuchin met Thursday 
with Yi Gang, head of China’s 
central bank.

“I expressed my concerns 
about the weakness of the 
currency.” Mnuchin said.

He said that in the discus-
sions he had with the Chi-
nese, they had made clear that 
they didn’t see a further weak-
ening of the Chinese yuan as 
being in their interests.

Concerns have been raised 
that China, the largest for-
eign holder of U.S. Treasurys, 
might start dumping its hold-
ings as a way to pressure the 
United States in the trade 

dispute. But Mnuchin said 
this possibility didn’t concern 
him because it would be con-
trary to Beijing’s economic 
interests to start dumping its 
Treasury holdings.

“That would be very costly 
for them,” Mnuchin said.

China’s surplus with the 
United States widened to a re-
cord $34.1 billion in Septem-
ber as exports to the Amer-
ican market rose 13 percent 
from a year earlier to $46.7 
billion, down slightly from 
August’s 13.4 percent growth. 
Imports of American goods 
increased 9 percent to $12.6 
billion, down from August’s 
11.1 percent growth.

Beijing’s exports to the 
United States have at least 
temporarily defied forecasts 
they would weaken after be-
ing hit by punitive U.S. tariffs 
of up to 25 percent.

September marked the sec-
ond straight record Chinese 
monthly trade surplus with 
the United States. Export 
numbers have been buoyed 
by producers rushing to fill 
orders before American tar-
iffs rose. But they also benefit 
from “robust U.S. demand” 
and a weaker Chinese curren-
cy, which makes their goods 
cheaper abroad, Louis Kuijs 
of Oxford Economics said in 
a report.

The Chinese yuan has lost 
nearly 10 percent of its value 
against the dollar this year. 
That prompted suggestions 
Beijing might weaken the ex-
change rate to help exporters. 
But that might hurt China’s 
economy by encouraging an 
outflow of capital. The central 
bank has tightened controls 
on currency trading to pre-
vent further declines.
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to market her inventory, she 
added.

A lot depends on how 
much the public responds be-
tween now and Christmas in 
Paris. Walker said going to a 
full-time operation is a serious 
commitment because it will 
require redoing plumbing and 
other features of the building 
to comply with health codes 
and other regulations.

Sweet Vintage is open 11 
a.m.-7 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and noon to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, and the goal is to pro-
vide a pleasant experience for 
customers.

One way of doing that is 
allowing people to make 
their own ice cream floats 
by selecting one of the vin-
tage soft drink flavors and 
pairing it with a choice of 
ice cream.

“We’ve had some unusual 
combinations,” Walker said.

TIES
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which is listed as a media part-
ner to the event, announced it 
would no longer be doing so. 
Bloomberg also said it would 
no longer serve as a media 
partner, though it planned to 
cover the event.

CNN canceled its partner-
ship, and said its anchors and 
reporters would no longer 
moderate panels. The New 
York Times and its business 
columnist Andrew Ross Sor-
kin similarly pulled out of the 
event. CNBC also said Friday 
it would not participate.

A list of confirmed speakers 
was later removed from the 
site of the event.

It is not clear how lasting 
an impact the scandal might 
actually have on business de-
cisions, such as a Saudi invest-

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Funky socks are just part of the eclectic offering drawing people 
to Sweet Vintage – a three-way business venture between The 
Cherry Tree, Circle H Honey and We Lik It Farmstand ice cream.
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and the Paris Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Tourism

ment in Uber.
But Madawi Al-Rash-

eed, a visiting professor 
at the Middle East Cen-
ter of the London School 
of Economics, said it will 
encourage human rights 
activists to increasingly fo-
cus on corporations — as 
opposed to governments 
— to engender change in 
the kingdom.

Activists will be em-
boldened and keep seeking 
to target business leaders 
again. That could worry a 
regime that needs outside 
expertise and investment 
to carry out the vision of a 
country opening up to the 
world.

“A lot of NGOs from 
Amnesty to Human Rights 
Watch will be pleased to 
see the corporate world re-
spond,” she said.
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And those are the experienc-
es that shoppers enjoy.”

Meanwhile, Amazon is re-
portedly planning a toy catalog 
to be distributed at its Whole 
Foods stores. The company 
declined to comment on the 
catalog, but analysts say Am-
azon could grow its market 
share in toys from 15 percent 
to 20 percent this year.

Toy sellers had been long 
taking advantage of Toys R 
Us woes, but it stepped up its 
efforts when the chain filed 
Chapter 11 in the fall of 2017 
and accelerated the pace 
when the chain announced it 
was liquidating its operations 
in March. As of early this year, 
Toys R Us had more than 800 
U.S. stores. It closed the last 
200 stores at the end of June.

With reports of the re-
tailer’s demise, there was 
an outpouring of nostalgia 
from shoppers, and some 
analysts credit that empa-
thy for helping to drive an 
uptick in toy sales for the 
first half of the year. U.S. 
toy sales from January 
through June increased 7 
percent to $7.9 billion, ac-
cording to NPD. Last year, 
toy sales increased 1 per-
cent to $20.7 billion from 
2016.

“I am convinced that the 
strong toy industry growth 
so far this year has been at 
least partially supported by 
the empathy that people 
felt toward losing a store 
like Toys R Us,” said Juli 
Lennett, NPD’s senior vice 
president and industry 
adviser for toys in a state-
ment. 
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about Duke’s literary abilities.
 After he died, I discov-

ered an edition of the New 
York Times with paw prints 
on it. The possibility of that 
impossibility unhinged me. In 
that timorous mood, I hid my 
computer.

As for that chicken he 
brought home…

My list of top dogs, obvi-
ously, starts with the beagle; 
dogs who love to chase rabbits, 
are somewhat independent 
and not easily trained – they 
do their own thing, baby. In 
order, from 2 through 10, in 

my estimation are: 2. Labrador 
retriever; 3. Chihuahua; 4. bor-
der collie; 5. Australian cattle 
dog; 5.Shetland sheepdog; 8. 
German shepherd; 9. Alaskan 
husky; and 10. Jack Russell 
terrier.

Duke had a personality, 
but it was not of the good dog 
type. 

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
recently started writing occa-
sional columns for the fun of 
it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)

orbiting gluons. The gluon 
particle is explained as a wave.

To fully explain the source 
of each force is what led Ein-
stein, Fermi, Pauli and Schro-
dinger to quantum theory. In 
the statistical quantum world, 
everything can be described 
as a particle or explained using 
waves, but not both at the 
same time. 

They wanted to believe the 
universe at some fundamen-
tal level was the deter-
ministic system Newton 
envisioned, but the math and 
observations did not support 
it. Only statistical probabil-
ities were possible. This is 
when science moved from 

classical to quantum science.
Edwin Schrodinger was a 

friend of Einstein and they 
corresponded regularly. 
Each contributed to the 
work of the other. Eventually 
Schrodinger developed a 
wave equation to calculate 
the probability of a parti-
cle’s position at a quantum 
mechanical level. 

It was not what they want-
ed. They wanted a theory to 
predict exact positions and 
velocities, but they had to 
accept the truth. To this day 
quantum theory produces 
observed results at all levels 
of the universe from big to 
small.

Scientists do not always 
find what they are looking 
for. A favorite quote is from 

his pliers, applying a soft thunk 
between the eyes. 

“I only intended a small 
whack to scare the poodle 
and make him shut up. But 
guess what he did? He fell 
over, deader than a door nail. 
I realized I’d killed a loving 
pet, and I felt terrible. I didn’t 
know what to do, so I gently 
slid the dog beneath the 
couch. Perhaps the owners 
would think it died naturally. 
I reckon it worked. Never 

did hear any questions or 
criticism.” 

For the inspiration of this 
story, I wish to credit Diana 
Swope Rogers. She told me 
how wonderful was the year 
1952, the day her parents 
bought their first television.

“I was almost seven years 
old,” she said. It was memora-
ble, the most important day of 
that year.”

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

RECIPES
FROM PAGE 1B

MARTHA’S APPLE 
DUMPLINGS

2 1/3 cups sugar, divided
2 cups water
1 1/2 tsp. cinnamon, divided
1/4 tsp. nutmeg
1/4 cup unsalted butter, plus 

extra
2 cups flour
1 tsp. salt
2 tsp. baking powder
3/4 cup shortening
Dash of milk
6 apples

To make the sauce, heat 
water, 2 cups of sugar, 1/2 tsp. 
cinnamon and nutmeg on the 
stove for 5 minutes, until sugar 
is dissolved. Add 1/4 cup of 
butter and set aside. 

For the crust  combine flour, 
salt and baking powder in a 
bowl, then cut in the shorten-
ing. Add milk a little at a time 
until dough is just moistened 

enough to be workable. Roll out 
on a floured-surface to make 
six 5-inch squares.

Lay dough squares out on a 
greased baking dish and place 
one peeled and cored apple on 
each one. Mix remaining 1/3 
cup sugar and 1 tsp. cinnamon, 
then fill into the cavity of each 
apple before dotting with a thin 
slice of butter. Wrap dough up 
and around the apples, trim-
ming any excess, and pinch to 
seal — if desired, shape leftover 
dough into leaf shapes and fix 
them into place with water.  

Pour sauce over the dump-
lings and bake at 375° for 35 
minutes.

Schrodinger who said. “I 
don’t like it, and I’m sorry 
I had anything to do with 
it.” 

The grand challenge is 
the unification of all forces 
into a single type, but this 
challenge seems to be 
years away. For now, quan-
tum theory explaining all 
interactions in terms of 
four fundamental forces is 
our best model. 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as 
a child watching Carl Sa-
gan’s “Cosmos” and James 
Burke’s “Connections” on 
PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for 
the Shiloh School District. 
Email him at sullivant@
shiloh1.us) 

TOPS #IL 1563 meets
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Oct. 4, with 15 members 
attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Janet Embry, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Sue En-
glish, KOPS weekly best los-
er; Janet Embry, best walk-
er; Linda Barrett won the 
walking drawing; and Lynn 
Moody won the food chart 

drawing.  
Ruth Ann Knight delivered 

a program about “Walking off 
Pounds.”

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 
8 a.m. and the meeting start-
ing at 9 a.m. Visitors and new 
members are always welcome 
and more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

treating animals as well as 
she treated senior citizens. 
Some people are just unfor-
gettable. I am sure having 
this terrific grandmother 
influenced Payton. A lesson 
we should all remember; 
how we treat others can have 
a lasting effect for generations 
to come. When you are warm-
ing up your oven don’t forget 
to also warm the heart of 
someone else. You may never 
realize what a difference you 
have made. 

(Ruth Patchett is a resident 
of rural Brocton, a retired 
teacher and is famous for her 
pies. Email her at rpweib1@
gmail.com.)
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Call for a fast and 
free rate quote today. 
No cost. No obligation.

Save up to 
$111/month* on your 
Medicare supplement 

insurance plan.

• Helps pay for things Original 
Medicare doesn’t cover

• Predictable Monthly Costs

• Some plans have no deductibles 
and no co-pays

• No Referrals Needed

• Nationally Recognized Providers

Call 1-844-626-2601

*Source: Savings are the monthly premium difference between the plan with the highest premium and 
the plan with the lowest Plan F premium for women age 65 in certain ZIP codes on the eHealth platform, 
according to an October 2017 eHealth analysis. 
eHealth Medicare is operated by eHealthInsurance Services, Inc., a licensed health insurance agency that sells 
Medicare products. In NY and OK, we do business as eHealthinsurance Agency. This is a solicitation of insurance. 
Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government or federal Medicare program. Savings are not guaranteed.

 and 
 rate quote today. 

Call Now!
Annual 

Election Period

October 15 to 

December 7

LIONS CLUB CANDY DAYS THIS WEEKEND

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

Lions Candy Days is Oct. 12-13 in Paris thanks to a proclamation by Mayor Craig Smith. The proc-
lamation was read during the Monday, Sept. 24, city council meeting. Left to right, Bonnie Sollars, 
Amy Hill, Brad Cash, Brian Walker, Smith, Steve Bennett, Lori Bennett and Melissa Garner.

TM

1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after savings; upgrades available. Single supplement and 
seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Free Specialty Dining Package requires purchase of Ocean View Cabin or Balcony Cabin. Onboard credit with Ocean View or 
Balcony cabin purchase. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. O� ers apply to new bookings only, made by 11/30/18. Other terms and conditions may apply. 
Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

YMT Vacations – the escorted tour experts since 1967! All tours include hotels, sightseeing and baggage handling.

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW – CALL FOR LIMITED TIME SAVINGS

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

Hawaiian Islands 
Cruise & Tour

Enjoy a spectacular cruise & tour between Seattle and 
Alaska including 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. You’ll 
cruise the Gulf of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a 
breathtaking sea lane teeming with marine wildlife, 
where you’ll pass glaciers, towering mountains, and 
lush forests, with stops in Ketchikan, historic Skagway 
and magni� cent Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep 
into Denali National Park, tour Anchorage, and see the 
Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

Discover Hawaii on this island-hopping cruise tour. 
Spend 7 nights aboard Norwegian Cruise Line’s 
renovated Pride of America and enjoy freestyle cruising 
at its � nest. Experience the lush Iao Valley on Maui, 
the beauty and charm of Hilo, Kona’s co� ee-rich 
“Gold Coast,” and Kauai’s spectacular Na Pali coast 
and Waimea Canyon. Your land tour includes Pearl 
Harbor and Honolulu city tours, and time to relax on 
world-famous Waikiki Beach. Escorted on Oahu by our 
friendly Tour Directors—your local experts.

12 days from $1,749* $1,499*

Departs June - September, 2019
12 days from $2,249* $1,999*

Departs year-round

Save 
$500

per couple

FREE SPECIALTY DINING PACKAGEFREE ONBOARD CREDIT

Save 
$500

per couple

City seeks safety grant

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Crestwood school 
board approved plans to re-
place one of the school’s worn 
out boilers during its meeting 
Wednesday, Oct. 10.

Crestwood Superintendent 
of Schools Danette Young 
announced the Illinois State 
Board of Education and Re-
gional  Office of Education 
have each approved emergen-
cy use of the district’s fire life 
safety funds for the boiler re-
placement.

The school board members 
learned last month from the 
district’s maintenance direc-
tor Josh McCarty one of the 
school’s two boilers used for 
heating did not pass inspec-
tion. 

Because the work is consid-
ered an emergency, Young ex-
plained the district is exempt 
from bidding the job includ-
ing necessary plumbing and 
other work for the new boiler. 
The three quotes provided a 
good selection of the costs.

In the end, McCarty and 

Young each recommended 
Quality Plumbling and Heat-
ing of Terre Haute. McCarty 
noted the man who will be 
installing and maintaining the 
new steam heat boiler previ-
ously worked at the firm who 
maintained the old boiler. 
“He’s familiar with our set up 
and school,” McCarty said.

The replacement boiler is 
a new model of the one that 
did not pass inspection, Mc-
Carty said — a Peerless 211. 
It will be a little more energy 
efficient, he noted, but quite a 
bit cheaper. The cost installed 
is $67,600.

McCarty said it will require 
4-5 weeks for everything to be 
approved by the engineer and 
another two to install. In the 
meantime, McCarty said the 
one working boiler should be 
able to keep the school com-
fortable.

Following the action to 
approve the project, board 
president Jim Blue praised 
McCarty and Young for their 
diligent work for the boiler re-
placement. “On behalf of the 
board, we thank you for a job 
well done.”

In other business, the 
board:
nHeard the school’s ecolo-

gy team took first place out of 
19 teams at Lake Shelbyville 
competition.
nApproved support for 

the safe routes to school infra-
structure grant being sought 
by the City of Paris. For 
Crestwood, two solar panel 
speed signs will be erected if 
the grant is approved.
nHeard parent-teachers 

conferences are scheduled 
Oct. 24-25. There will be no 
school Friday, Oct. 26.
nCongratulated four 

board members — Paul Por-
ter, Mary Liz Wright, Jared 
Dyer and Mike Reed — for 
earning the designation of 
master board member from 
the Illinois Association of 
School Boards.
nReceived an update from 

principal Dan Lynch on the 
school’s school improvement 
plan following the Sept. 26 
meeting with the teacher 
members.
nHeard the Crestwood 

cafeteria received no viola-
tions from the Edgar County 
Health Department inspec-
tion.
nCongratulated teacher 

Kristin Mills for receiving the  
$100 grant from Delta Kappa 
Gamma for first year teachers.

New boiler approved
Emergency funds 
approved to replace 
Crestwood boiler

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

The Paris City Council this 
week authorized application 
for a Safe Routes To School 
Infrastructure Improvements 
grant from the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation.

The $200,000 grant is 
available for improvements 
at grade and middle schools 
covering grades K-8. It does 
not apply to high schools. It 
would cover most of the cost 
of some sidewalk and traffic 
improvements for Wenz, Me-
morial, Mayo and Crestwood 
schools. Paris District 95 and 
Crestwood Unit Four school 
boards have joined the city 
in approving the grant appli-
cation.

At the Monday, Oct. 8, 
meeting, the council was in-

formed the proposed work 
includes some sidewalk and 
street intersection improve-
ments for areas around Wenz, 
Mayo and Memorial schools. 
At Crestwood, radar speed 
display signs would be in-
stalled on Route 150 in front 
of the school, and on the 
north access road, Manning 
Street.

The estimated cost for all 
the work is $223,461, de-
pending upon final bid pric-
es. The city is responsible for 
costs above the grant, plus 
design engineering expenses. 
Grants awards are expected 
to be announced next spring 
and with actual construction 
in 2020, the council was in-
formed during a public hear-
ing that preceded the regular 
session Monday.

The council approved the 
annual Veterans’ Day cere-
mony at the memorial on the 
square for Sunday, Nov. 11, 
and authorized payment to 

Lawrence Gravel, Inc., of 
$82,101 for the fall oil and 
chip treatment of some 
city streets.

Maintenance expenses 
for the water and sewer de-
partment included $1,680 
to Penn Valley Pump Co. 
for a grit pump at the south 
sewer plant; $1,183 to 
Wabash Valley Motor and 
Machine for a motor at the 
north sewer plant; $1,673 
to Neal Tire for replace-
ment tires on a backhoe; 
and $2,068 to Coe Equip-
ment for maintenance on 
the vacuum truck.

The annual grant of 
$5,000 to the Edgar Coun-
ty Animal Control pro-
gram was approved, for 
services of the officer with-
in the city limits.

The next city coun-
cil meeting is 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 22, with an 
agenda meeting at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 17.

Paris, Crestwood 
schools benefit from 
infrastructure grant

HONEYBEE ROYALTY

Special to The Prairie Press

Little Honeybee king, queen, prince and princess were selected as part of the annual VFW 
Auxiliary project for the Paris Honeybee Festival. Pictured, from left, are Prince Ryker Labume, 
King Brady Sanders, Queen Hunter Ford and Princess Maggie Becher.
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ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

Veteran tributes sought for state capitol
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — State 
Sen. Dale Righter (R-Mat-
toon) is encouraging constit-
uents to submit a tribute and 
photo of their loved ones who 
served our country for display 
on the Wall of Honor in the Il-
linois Capitol Nov. 5-16.

“This is a wonderful way for 
people to honor the veteran in 
their lives,” Righter said. “I’ve 
seen the Wall of Honor at the 
Statehouse in years past, and 

it’s a powerful display that 
reminds us that we live in the 
greatest country in the world, 
and it’s our brave servicemen 
and women who are ultimate-
ly responsible for that.”

Families are to submit pho-
tos and written stories (max: 
250 words) along with the 
following information: name, 
military branch (Air Force, 
Army, Coast Guard, Ma-
rine Corps, National Guard, 
Navy) and conflict served 
(Afghanistan, Iraq, Septem-

ber 11, Gulf War, Vietnam, 
Korea, WWII, WWI, Peace-
time, other). Military photos 
are preferred but not neces-
sary.

Please email submissions 
to veteransday@sgop.ilga.
gov by Nov. 5. Submissions 
can also be mailed to Veter-
ans Day Wall, 309 G State-
house, Springfield, IL 62706. 
For questions, call 217-782-
1650.

The Illinois Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs is also part-
nering with Righter on this 
tribute to veterans. 

“The Wall of Honor allows 
all of us to remember the men 
and women who sacrificed 
to serve our great country so 
that we may live in Freedom.  
Please send your Illinois he-
ro’s story so we can honor all 
our Illinois Veterans,” said 
IDVA Director Stephen Cur-
da.

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Power washing
Painting
Landscaping
Mulching
Trimming
FREE ESTIMATES
call Gary 217-264-6444

Shep’s Drywall
Drywall hanging, finishing, 
texturing and painting.
Call us for a free estimate!
217-932-3228

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED
Run Midwest only. Van & flatbed.  
Avg $0.50 per mile.  Can be 
home 2-3 nights per week & 
weekends.  1 yr exp required. 
Class A CDL. 217-712-0429

FOR SALE
Lazy-boy couch with recliner 
on each end, and Lazy-boy 
recliner.  $500.00 for both.  Old 
Singer sewing machine with 
attachments $25.00. Please call 
217-887-2073

GARAGE SALE
1213 Hietts Lane
Friday October 19  2-5 pm
Saturday October 20,  9-3 pm
Sunday October 21,  9-3 pm
Antiques, clothes, Holiday decor 
and much more. NRFA  No Early 
Bird

Hancock 5 Family Sale 
Rescheduled Garage Sale Friday 
Oct .12, 8-4 and Saturday Oct. 13,  
8-noon  105 MacArthur;
Halloween Costumes, holiday 
decorations, collection of owls, 
glassware, porcelain dolls, books, 
frames, jewelry, humidifier, cam 
recorder, winter clothes and 
more!

GARAGE SALE
311 W Lincoln
October 18, 19, 20 from 9 to 5
adult, teens, kids clothes; dishes; 
shoes, etc. Rain or Shine

Garage Sale
636 E. Court St., Paris
Fri., 10/12, 10am-5pm
Sat., 10/13, 10am-2pm
Fri 10/19 10 am - 5 pm
Sat, 10/20 10am - 2 pm
Lots of clothes, Farmers antique 
scale, Women’s Schwinn new 
bicycle, kids clothes & rugs, new 
gas fireplace, Christmas stuff, 
Misc.

GARAGE SALE
at Grace Lutheran Church
Friday, October 19, 9-4 
Saturday, October 20, 9-noon
misc items, furniture, freezer, etc.

GARAGE SALE
3165 Berry Street-
2 roads past Nevins Church, 1750 
E Berry, 2nd house on right)
NRFA ,October 18 & 19 noon - 5 
p.m.
Ladies clothes M-L, Mens jeans 
42 & XL sweat pants/tops, 1 
boys 26” Schwin, 1 girls 26” 
Huffy, 1 treadmill and 1 elliptical 
(non-electric), some maternity 
clothes

GARAGE SALE
Saturday, October 20 8:00 
am - 3:00 pm
309 Alexander Street, Paris
2 TV’s & cabinet; 250+ land-
scaping bricks; American Girl & 
Journey Dolls with accessories; 
girl’s softball helmet; rolls of 
tinted plastic for house and 
car windows; wicker baskets; 
electric fireplace heater; ice 
cream maker; phones; weather 
radio; clocks; throw pillows; twin 
comforter; candles; 2 quilts; 
pictures/frames; antique lamps; 
housewares; suitcases; & much 
more. NO EARLY SALES

MOVING SALE! Everything 
must go!
18300 E. 2025th Road, 
Marshall. 
Fri., 10/12, 8am-5pm
Sat., 10/13, 8am-5pm
Furniture indoors. 
Half off Saturday afternoon.

Canyata Golf Club
21501 N. 1700th St.
Marshall, IL  62441
Help Wanted
Golf Course Maintenance 
Workers
Apply in person or call
217-826-9550 or 815-325-2002

Wanted: small engine repair 
mechanic, must be able to work 
with the public.  Apply in person 
at Pools True Value.

For Sale
Frigidaire 17 foot upright freezer
like new $350.00
phone 217-822-4661

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

FARMLAND AUCTION October 
25th 11am Farmersville KC Hall, 
Farmersville, IL 74 ACRES OF TOP 
QUALITY FARMLAND! Aumman 
Auctions, Inc. 888.282.8648 
Details & photos @ www.
aumannauctions.com

22 Payne Dr., Paris
$85,000
3 bedroom 1 bath home
Call 217-463-1083

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice 2br duplex apt 
on east lake.
Washer, dryer dishwasher, 
stove, refrigerator 
$675 month + dep
Call 466-8210 
1yr lease

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep 
$625/M 
Call 466 8210

Very nice 1bd room apt 
$495+dep 1yr lease 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

2-bedroom, 2-bath, 1-car 
garage duplex for rent in 
Paris. Clean and freshly painted. 
Washer/dryer included. 
Contact (217)251-9246 or 
stop by Joe’s Pizza and talk to 
Eno for details.

Apartment for Rent
712 E Wood Street, Paris
Clean, 2 bedroom, 
off street parking.
Appliances, cable and 
water included. 
Great for the retired. 
$540.00 per month
NO PETS
Call 217-465-5150

***THE BOAT DOCK*** 
We Buy & Consign 
Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-793-7300 
www.theboatdock.com 
***THE BOAT DOCK***

Colman’s RV
 We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-787-8653 
www.colmansrv.com

NEED LEGAL HELP? 
Get a FREE referral to an 
attorney! Call the Illinois State 
Bar Association Illinois Lawyer 
Finder The advice you need 
877-270-3855 or 
htps:/www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIFIED BUYER will PAY CA$H 
for R12 cylinders or 
cases of cans. 
(312) 291-9169; 
www.refrigerantfinders.com

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE MONEY 
with your own bandmill- 
Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
800 567-0404 Ext.300N

Two Storage 
Units Available
 804 Grandview, Paris, IL
217-465-1801

Cookbooks For Sale. 
All sizes, all kinds in very good 
condition. Please call to inquire 
217-712-9549

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF ILLINOIS EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS, 
Plaintiff,

vs.

WILLIAM BROWN,  BRANDY  
BROWN, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants. 
No. 2018-MR-69

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 
AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS

Notice is hereby given to 
WILLIAM BROWN and BRANDY 
BROWN, that a Complaint has 
been filed in the above entitled 
cause on 20th day of September, 
2018 requesting abatement of 
nuisance, demolition of unsafe 

buildings, and other relief.

(i)   The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above. 

(ii)  The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.

(iii)  The name of the title holder 
of record is WILLIAM BROWN and 
BRANDY BROWN.

(iv)  The legal description of the 
property is:

Lot No. 48 in 0. S. Jones’ First 
Addition to the City of Paris. 
PREIN:  09-18-01-352-006

(v)   Common  address of subject 
real estate is:  501 Douglas Street, 
Paris, Illinois
WILLIAM BROWN, BRANDY 
BROWN, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NONRECORD CLAIMANTS 
are served by publication of this 
Notice.  Unless WILLIAM BROWN, 
BRANDY BROWN, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS,  file an  answer  to  
the  Complaint  in  this  case  or  
otherwise  make  an appearance 
in this case on or before October 
30, 2018, a default judgment may 
be entered against such WILLIAM 
BROWN, BRANDY BROWN, 
UNKNOWN  OWNERS and 
NONRECORD  CLAIMANTS at any 
time after that day in accordance 
with the remedies requested in 
the Complaint.

ANGELA R. BARRETT
CIRCUIT CLERK

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL  61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net

PUBLIC NOTICE

TREE TRIMMING ACTIVITIES 
IN PARIS, UNINCORPORATED 
EDGAR COUNTY AND NEARBY 

AREAS

TO THE PATRONS OF AMEREN 
ILLINOIS:

Please be advised that Ameren 
Illinois will trim trees and 
other vegetation in and around 
the town(s) of Paris and 
Unincorporated Edgar County, 
Illinois.  Our qualified utility 
arborists will trim trees and veg-
etation that could interfere with 
electric lines that run from pole 
to pole and elsewhere. This work 
is necessary in order to minimize 
the likelihood of outages and 
safety hazards. There is no 
charge to you for this service. 

If you have any questions about 
this work, please call 1-800-
755-5000 or visit our website 
at MySafeTrees.com. You may 
address your concerns in the 
manner specified on our website. 
You may also call the Consumer 
Services Division of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission at 
1-800-524-0795. Maps have 
been provided to the mayors and 
the county board chairpersons of 
the affected areas.

Sincerely,
Ameren Illinois Forestry 
Department

NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that Paris Union SD #95 will 
receive proposals for Worker’s 
Compensation insurance cov-
erage.  Proposal specifications 
may be obtained upon request 
from Bushue HR, Inc., P.O. Box 89, 
Effingham, IL 62401.  Phone (217) 
342-3046.  Please reference 
code SON018 when calling.  All 
proposals are to be received by 
Paris Union SD #95 at 300 East 
Wood Street, Paris, IL 61944 on 
or before 2:00p.m., November 
20, 2018; and will be opened at 
time specified.

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on October 9, 2018 a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

RODEWAY INN
Located at: 11639 IL Hwy 1, 
Paris, IL 
Owner(s): Nikin B. Patel
Dated:  October 9, 2018
                             August H. Griffin
                            Edgar County Clerk

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of 
HELEN BONWELL, f/k/a HELEN 
CREED, 
deceased.

No.  2018-P-51

CLAIM NOTICE
 
Notice is given of the death of 
HELEN BONWELL, f/k/a HELEN 
CREED, of Chrisman, Edgar 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on September 
26, 2018, to DIRK HADDIX, as 
Independent Executor, 23090 E. 
500th Rd., Paris, Illinois 61944,  
whose attorney is LARRY B. 
JONES, of JONES & GRIFFIN LAW 
OFFICES, P.C., 110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8, Paris, Illinois 61944.
Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before April 12, 
2019, and any claim not filed 
within that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed.
DATED this 9th day of October, 
2018.
DIRK HADDIX, Independent 
Executor of the Estate of HELEN 
BONWELL, f/k/a HELEN CREED, 
deceased

Larry B. Jones
JONES & GRIFFIN 
LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FIRST BANK & TRUST, IL, f/k/a 
FIRST BANK & TRUST, SB,
Plaintiff,
vs
SARAH KRABEL JONES, JAYCE 
KRABEL,a minor, being all the 
Heirs of RONALD A. KRABEL, 
deceased, Unknown Owners and 
Non-record Claimants.
Defendants.
 
Case No.  2018-CH-23

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 

JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered by the Circuit Court 
for the Fifth Judicial Circuit, 
Edgar County, Illinois in the above 
entitled matter on October 1, 
2018, the Sheriff of Edgar County, 
in Paris, Illinois will on November 
6,  2018, at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, 115 W. Court Street, 
Paris, Illinois, at the hour of  11:00 
a.m. sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said 
Judgment, situated in the County 
of Edgar, State of Illinois, or so 
much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy said Judgment:  

Legal Description of the 
Mortgaged Premises:

LOT NO. 10 IN BLOCK NO. 20 
IN THE RAILROAD ADDITION 
TO THE TOWN, NOW CITY, OF 
CHRISMAN.  IN EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.

PREIN:  11-03-35-259-009

Commonly known as 316 South 
Illinois, Chrisman, IL 61924

Description of improvements:  
residence

The judgment amount was:  
$41,240.38

Sale terms:  This is an As Is sale 
for cash.  The successful bidder 
must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; the balance by 
certified funds within 24 hours.  
NO REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
mowing fees, etc., and is offered 
for sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity of 
title without recourse to Plaintiff.  
The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.  The 
property will not be available 
for inspection prior to sale.  
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to 
verify all information.

For Information: Richard L. 
James, Attorney at Law, 328 
North Central, P O Box 820, Paris, 
IL 61944  

Further information than that 
given here in this notice of sale is 
not required to be given. 

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Richard James
ARDC # 1323156
328 N. Central Avenue 
P O Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
rlj@rjameslaw.com

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Sun., October 21st @ 12 p.m. (IL TIME)
Preview: Sat., October 20th 1-4 p.m.

LIVE/ONLINE SIMULCAST AUCTION 

Guns & Ammo, Antique Fishing Lures, Quality Furniture, Antiques, 
Collectibles, Lawn & Garden & More! 

Pre-bidding Available! - Click “Online Bidding” @ www.calliebaberauction.com

ONLINE AUCTION 
Mon. October 15th thru Mon. October 29th

UNIQUE ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES! Lawn & Garden & More!
 Click “Online Bidding” @ www.calliebaberauction.com to browse & bid!

MATTOON
KAWASAKI YAMAHA
SSR MOTORSPORTS

&
CF MOTO 

•  MOTORCYCLES
•  ATV’S

•  MULES
•  TEREX’S

Parts, Accessories, Sales
And Service

Mattoon - 217-258-2000
mattoonkawasakiyamaha.com

Full-Time 
Assistant 
Manager 

needed for 
Paris Goodwill Store.

 Experience preferred, 
flexible schedule, ability to 

lift and operate cash 
register.  Benefits included.  

Send resume to: 
office@wvgoodwill.org

Now Hiring
Beer 

Merchandiser
to work on 

Saturdays & Mondays

Must Be 21
217-304-0732

Call for details

INVITATION TO BID 
The Edgar County Board is now 

accepting bids for a 1974 Airport Beacon
Light in non-working condition. 

There is a minimum
Bid of $1.500.00. Bid deadline is 4:00 p.m.
On Friday, Nov. 2, 2018. Submit bids to the

Edgar County Sheriff’s Office
228 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944
Buyer is responsible for pick-up at

 the Edgar County Airport.

Jeff Wood
Edgar County Sheriff

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 



NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. REGINALD PHILLIPS (R)  
217-348-1110
www.repphillips.com

SATURDAY,  
OCTOBER 13, 2018 12B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

HAVE YOUR SAY

BRIEFLY
Officer gives 
another officer a 
break after stop

LIBERTYVILLE, Ill. (AP) — A 
newspaper reports  a suburban 
Chicago police officer let an 
officer from a nearby commu-
nity that he’d pulled over call 
for a ride rather than take him 
into custody even though a test 
showed his blood-alcohol level 
was twice the legal limit.

The Lake County News-Sun 
reports the squad car dash-
board camera footage and vid-
eo footage obtained in response 
to an open records request 
show the November 2017 traffic 
stop of Waukegan Police Officer 
Daniel Ramirez by Libertyville 
Officer Richard Kelly.

After the blood test and after 
police confirmed Ramirez’s job 
status, video footage shows 
Ramirez being allowed to take 
an Uber home and another 
officer parking his car.

The paper reports Ramirez 
wasn’t charged. It also reports 
that in 2017 there were two 
similar incidents in Lake County.

Obama 
Foundation aims 
to boost girls’ 
education

CHICAGO (AP) — The 
Obama Foundation is launching 
an initiative aimed at boosting 
educational opportunities for 
girls around the world.

Former first lady Michelle 
Obama on Thursday an-
nounced the launch of the 
Global Girls Alliance that 
will work with organizations 
worldwide to increase public 
awareness and action.

Obama says the alliance 
aims to lift up grassroots lead-
ers all over the world who want 
to clear away the hurdles that 
many girls face when trying to 
get an education.

The Chicago-based 
foundation says more than 98 
million adolescent girls world-
wide don’t go to school. The 
alliance’s website highlights 
programs around the world and 
offers ways for the public to 
support those programs.

Remains of WWII 
Marine return 
home

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, Ill. 
(AP) — A Chicago-area Marine 
killed during World War II has 
returned home after 75 years 
being buried in Hawaii as an 
unknown serviceman.

Patriot and honor guard 
members escorted the remains 
of Marine Corps Tech Sgt. Harry 
Carlsen of Brookfield to Arling-
ton Heights on Wednesday for 
memorial services. Carlsen’s 
great nephew, Ed Spellman, 
joined other relatives and vet-
erans at O’Hare International 
Airport to meet the casket.

Spellman says a phone call 
came in July that his great-un-
cle’s body had been identified. 
He says his mother donated 
DNA in 2008 for the identifica-
tion, but she died in 2012.

Carlsen was 31 when he was 
killed while storming a Japa-
nese stronghold in the Tarawa 
Atoll of the Gilbert Islands.

He’ll be buried Saturday 
at Abraham Lincoln National 
Cemetery near Joliet.

U of I making 
marketing push

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) — The 
University of Illinois Gies Col-
lege of Business is now behind 
football coach Lovie Smith 
when he answers questions 
about the team. The business 
college’s name is emblazoned 
on the backdrop for Smith’s 
press conferences. It is part of a 
branding effort by the business 
college, which was named after 
donors Larry and Beth Gies a 
year ago.

Jeffrey Brown, an economist 
who was once a brand manager 
at Procter and Gamble, has 
focused on branding since 
taking over as dean in 2015. 
He says the university is now 
putting money behind an effort 
to tell its story.

Verbal broadsides hit peak
Rauner, Pritzker trade jabs over leadership, track records and taxes at final debate

OLYMPIC DREAM COMES TRUE

Special to The Prairie Press

In this Aug. 19, 2008, file photo, U.S. Olympian Dawn Harper-Nelson celebrates winning the gold medal in the women’s 
100-meter hurdles during the athletics competitions at the Beijing 2008 Olympics in Beijing. More than 20 years after going 
over her first hurdle, Harper-Nelson has decided to pursue other dreams. Citing a desire to start her family, the 2002 gradu-
ate of East St. Louis Senior High School has announced her retirement from track and field competition.

BY DEAN CRIDDLE
(Belleville) News-Democrat

BELLEVILLE, Ill. (AP) — The lit-
tle girl from East St. Louis first made a 
name for herself when, as a 14-year-old 
high school freshman, she broke the 
state record in the 100-meter hurdles.

For champions, that’s not where 
dreams end. It’s where they begin.

“The first time I went over the hur-
dles with my right knee and it was terri-
ble. You can’t imagine anybody doing it 
worse,” said Dawn Harper-Nelson. “The 
coach then called me over and told me 
to turn my back to him. He pushed me 
forward and I went over with my left 
knee. At that moment I was better than 
everyone else on the team.

“I was 13 years old and in the eighth 
grade when I started. The coach told me 
that with my intelligence and speed that 
I could be the best in the world.”

A six-time All-American at UCLA, 
Harper-Nelson reached the pinnacle of 
her dream in 2008 when she took gold 
in the 100-meter hurdles at the 2008 
Beijing Olympics.

More than 20 years after going over 
that first hurdle, Harper-Nelson, 34, 
decided to pursue other dreams. Cit-
ing a desire to start her family, the 2002 
graduate of East St. Louis Senior High 
School has announced her retirement 
from track and field competition.

“It’s time. I’m going to miss it but 
I can honestly say that in my heart of 
hearts, that I feel the pull more now to 
be a mother than I feel the pull for track,” 
Harper-Nelson said. “There is a sense 
of relief. I feel like I’ve accomplished so 
much. I’ve had such a great career. I feel 
like many of things that I’ve made up 
my mind to accomplish I’ve been able 
to get.”

Harper-Nelson ranks as one of the 
greatest female hurdlers in track and 
field history.

In addition to winning the Olympic 
gold medal in 2008, she earned silver 
four years later in the London Olym-
pics. She missed out on her second gold 
by just .02 seconds, but became the 

first American woman to win the gold 
medal in one Olympics in the 100-me-
ter hurdles and then earn a medal in a 
second.

The world’s former No. 1-ranked 
hurdler, Harper-Nelson also won a sil-
ver medal in the 2017 World Champi-
onships in London and bronze medal 
in Daegu, South Korea, in 2011. She 
also is a four-time winner of the Dia-
mond League championship. No other 
100-meter hurdler has won the champi-
onship more than once.

Harper-Nelson began her high school 
career in record-setting style. Unbeaten 
through her freshman season, Harp-
er-Nelson capped a memorable year by 
breaking the state record in the 100-me-
ter hurdles (14.03 seconds) and also 
took home the top medal in the 300-me-
ter hurdles event.

She likely was on her way to another 
pair of state titles when, just prior to the 
IHSA sectional, she suffered a torn PCL 
and meniscus in her knee. Even injured, 
Harper-Nelson won the sectional in 
both events, then placed second in the 
100-meter hurdles at the state meet.

When it came time to pick a college, 
tradition drew her to Southern Califor-
nia. The Bruins produce great hurdlers 
like Gail Devers and head coach Jeanette 
Bolden, not to mention fellow East St. 
Louisan Jackie Joyner-Kersee.

While at UCLA, Harper-Nelson be-
came a six-time All-American and grad-
uated in 2006 with a degree in psycholo-
gy. Harper-Nelson trained with three of 
the best hurdlers in the world from 2006 
to 2008.

“In the group I was training with, 
you had the defending Olympic cham-
pion Joanna Hayes, world champion 
Michelle Perry, and the girl who had 
beaten me my whole career, Jenny Pow-
ell. They all had contracts, were making 
good money, had Nike clothes,” Harp-
er-Nelson said. “All I had was my UCLA 
clothes, from Adidas. My shoes were 
wearing out, my spikes were wearing 
out, my clothes were wearing out.

“The reality of it was that at the end of 

the day one of us was not going to make 
the team and that wasn’t even counting 
the rest of the United States.”

Regardless, she did just that. Harp-
er-Nelson says she felt confident once 
she arrived in Beijing but anxious to get 
on with the competition. Her mind was 
on a medal and her coach, Bob Kersee, 
was just as confident.

“I remember him saying to me, ‘You 
are going to win a medal. The color of 
that medal is up to you,’” she said. 

“I remember the gun goes off and I 
remember that Dellroeen (Ennis-Lon-
don) from Jamaica to my left was in 
front of me and I knew I wasn’t win-
ning and that I needed to get in front of 
her,” Harper-Nelson said. “When I did, 
I couldn’t see anybody else and when I 
got the finish line, I leaned.”

The other runners had faded into a 
blur around her. Harper-Nelson said 
she wasn’t sure where she finished in the 
race.

“Sally Pearson from Australia started 
screaming and jumping up and down. 
I’m like, ‘OK, I got a silver medal and 
that’s really good,’ “ she said. “Then Pris-
cilla (Lopes-Schliep) started to scream 
and I’m like ‘OK, I still got a medal.’ “

It wasn’t until teammate Damu Cher-
ry congratulated Harper-Nelson that she 
knew that dream had come true.

“She came over and said ‘No Dawn, 
you won it,’ “ Harper-Nelson said. “At 
that moment I just collapsed. ‘What do 
you mean I won?’ This is unreal.”

Today Harper-Nelson and her hus-
band, former world class 400-meter run-
ner Alonzo Nelson, have been married 
for 5 1/2 years. They plan to travel, both 
for Harper-Nelson’s speaking engage-
ments and for fun, and work on fulfilling 
another dream.

“I’ve always known I want to be a 
mom, so that was never a question. The 
question was when,” Harper-Nelson 
said. “I did think about ending it last 
year, but I wanted to have a year of com-
peting where it could be just fun.

“Now I feel the urge to be someone’s 
mother.”

BY JOHN O'CONNOR
AP Political Writer

QUINCY, Ill. (AP) — Illi-
nois' candidates for governor 
again traded accusations over 
leadership, taxes and alleged 
corruption in a debate Thurs-
day that was their final one to 
be televised before the Nov. 6 
election.

Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner and Democratic chal-
lenger J.B. Pritzker both tried 
to deflect attention from ques-
tions about their integrity.

The debate played out on 
a sensitive stage — Quincy, 
home of the state-run mili-
tary veterans' home beset by 
a deadly Legionnaires' disease 
crisis. Rauner decried a crimi-
nal investigation by the Dem-
ocratic attorney general into 
his handling of the outbreak 
that has led to 14 deaths since 
2015, calling it a shameful 
abuse of power.

Pritzker is struggling with 
his own problems in the form 
of an investigation that de-
clared he engaged in a scheme 

to defraud property taxpayers 
by misrepresenting how he was 
renovating a Chicago mansion. 
The billionaire businessman 
accused Rauner, a wealthy for-
mer private-equity investor, of 
putting personal and political 
interests above public safety by 
mismanaging the Quincy crisis 
and other matters.

Rauner has been sharply 
criticized for his handling of 
the Legionnaires' situation 
and whether his adminis-
tration notified the public 
in a timely enough manner, 
which has become the focus 
of the criminal investigation 
launched last week by Dem-
ocratic Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan, who's not seeking 
re-election.

"Much of this so-called crim-
inal investigation is a political 
ploy to divert attention from 
the tax fraud that Mr. Pritzker 
engaged in, and it's a shameful 
abuse of power by the attorney 
general," Rauner said.

Pritzker, the heir to the 
Hyatt hotel fortune, said he 

followed the rules in his fam-
ily's renovation of a mansion it 
owns and did not mislead tax 
authorities by pulling toilets 
so the home could be declared 
technically uninhabitable. 
The declaration saved Pritz-
ker $330,000 in property tax 
breaks, which he announced 
he would repay by the end of 
this week after the fraud alle-
gation was made in a report by 
the Cook County inspector 
general.

He scoffed at Raun-
er's claims to have created 
211,000 jobs and cut red tape 
for businesses, and his prom-
ise to create the largest capi-
tal-construction plan in state 
history. Pritzker pointed out  
Rauner presided over a two-
year state budget stalemate 
with Democrats who control 
the Legislature, negatively im-
pacting social services, higher 
education and other areas of 
the economy.

"The governor made all 
these promises four years ago," 
Pritzker said. "He's living in a 

state of denial, the rest of us are 
living in the state of Illinois."

He said Rauner has nev-
er called on U.S. Sen. Dick 
Durbin, an Illinois Democrat 
and leader on Capitol Hill, for 
help from Washington. Pritz-
ker also used the lone debate 
outside of Chicago to criticize 
Rauner for not standing up to 
Republican President Donald 
Trump on tariffs and the way 
they negatively affect Illinois 
soybean farmers.

Rauner continued pressing 
Pritzker on his plan to replace 
the state's flat-rate income tax 
with a graduated plan, making 
wealthier taxpayers pay more. 
When Pritzker was asked how 
a Peoria public school teacher 
making $51,000 would fare 
under his plan, he said the 
teacher should get a tax break. 
And Rauner pounced.

"He won't answer because 
he knows the middle class is 
going to get crushed," Rauner 
said.

Rauner has labeled it a 
plan to raise taxes statewide 

and claims that Pritzker and 
powerful House Speaker Mi-
chael Madigan, the Chicago 
Democrat who has served as 
foil to Rauner's conservative 
agenda since 2015, have a 
plan to increase spending by 
$11 billion. That would be an 
increase in state spending of 
nearly 30 percent.

Pritzker denies it.
"Mr. Pritzker says he's going 

to do big things, and he will," 
Rauner said. "Big spending, 
big taxes and big corruption 
by supporting the Chicago 
political machine."

Pritzker has contributed 
nearly $150 million of his own 
money with hopes of becom-
ing the third Democratic gov-
ernor in Illinois in 16 years. 
Rauner also has self-financed, 
but after nearly single-hand-
edly keeping the state's Re-
publican Party afloat finan-
cially since before his 2014 
election, he hasn't chipped in 
on his own behalf since a $50 
million contribution in late 
2016.

Illinois Olympian retires

CHICAGO (AP) — 
The Illinois Department of 
Public Health announced 
Wednesday that health care 
providers in the state have 
reported nine clinically-di-
agnosed cases of a rare con-
dition that afflicts the ner-
vous system, in particular 
the spinal cord.

The condition is called 
acute flaccid myelitis, or 
AFM, which attacks the 
nervous system and can 
lead to arm or leg weakness 
and loss of muscle reflexes. 
It has received increased at-
tention in recent weeks after 
health officials in Minnesota 
and Colorado saw spikes 
in reported cases, Illinois 
Public Health Department 
spokeswoman Melaney Ar-
nold said.

The reported Illinois 
cases are preliminary di-
agnoses and only the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
can confirm the diagnosis, 
according to Arnold. Until 
then, doctors are treating 
the cases as if they are AFM.

"The CDC has indicated 
there might be some increas-
es in cases, and in mid-Sep-
tember we advised health 
care providers to be vigilant 
and report to the health de-
partment so that we can pass 
on the information to the 
CDC," Arnold said.

Between August 2014 
and August 2018, the CDC 
received information on 
a total of 362 confirmed 
cases of AFM nationwide. 
According to the CDC, 
the largest number of cas-
es, about 50, were reported 
in September 2014 before 
dropping to single digits in 
following months. The num-
ber again spiked to about 45 
in September 2016. There 
were about 15 cases report-
ed in August 2018.

The agency said it hasn't 
confirmed the cause for the 
majority of the cases, which 
primarily occur in children. 
However, it recommends 
practicing disease preven-
tion measures, including 
staying up-to-date on vac-
cines and protecting your-
self from mosquito bites.

Two-year-old Julia Payne 
is one of two children be-
ing treated for AFM in 
Chicago. The other is an 
8-year-old girl from Indi-
ana, whose father said she 
has some paralysis and a 
partially-collapsed lung.

Rare 
nervous 
system 
disorder 
reported
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